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Think you canõt find anything good in 
circulation? - Think again!  

If this has your attention, see the story on the next page. 

Central Ohio Numismatic Association Coin Show images, 
September 1-2, 2017 

 
(at left) Gerry Fortin and Stephen Petty host a LSCC regional 
meeting and educational seminar. 
(below) LSCC regional meeting group photo. 
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A Remarkable Circulation Find for 2017  
by John Frost, LSCC #2005  

On Tuesday September 26, 2017, a friend of mine from Chicago sent me 
an email.  Her sister owns a small retail shop in Louisiana and is always 
on the lookout for silver coins coming into her register.  Normally, they 
include silver Roosevelt dimes and Washington quarters.  She forwarded 
an email with the following picture at right, showing some of the coins in 
the òsilver bagó that her sister had received last week in the shop.   

 
However, what prompted the email to me this particular day was 

that in the morning, she had received in her cash register an old coin, 
nothing like anything she had ever seen before.  

 
The email message was: 
 

I have quite a collection of silver coins. I have a small retail store and we find silver every week.  I can hear the sound 
when they drop it in the register.  This 1838 is by far my best find.  The condition is amazing for a circulated coin.  The ridges 
around the edge, the details in her clothing and Liberty still visible on her shield. 

 
When I opened the photos of this unknown coin, I was shocked!  It was an XF 1838-O No Stars Liberty 

Seated dime!  And it appeared to be in pretty remarkable shape.  Never cleaned, the coin for the most part, only 
had normal circulation marks, and one very minor rim ding just below the date.  The photos werenõt particularly 
sharp (I sharpened them a bit for the article here), but most of the darker spots appear to be toning. 

 

    
 
I told her that she had a valuable and scarce coin for the high grade, and advised her to keep it protected, 

and not to clean it.  It is amazing that this coin re-entered circulation nearly 180 years after it was minted.  Appar-
ently, this coin never left the State of Louisiana! 
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The 1841-O was mentioned last 
month as an issue with an interesting set of die mar-
riages.  In addition to eight listed die marriages, of 
which I have seen only six in the past 14 years, there 
are also some distinct die states that the interested col-
lector can pursue.  Two reverses in particular, Briggsõ B 
and F, deteriorate to the point that cuds form in later 
die states.  Focusing this month on Reverse F, Figures 
1 through 3 show the early die state, the late die state 
with heavy cracks over UNIT, and the very late die 
state with a cud over UNIT, respectively.  Close up 
images are shown in Figures 4 through 6. 

 
The 1841-O quarter is an elusive coin in grades 

of VF or better.  Many of the known examples origi-

nate from the New Orleans Hoard and have significant 
problems.  A truly original example of the 1841-O is 
something of a prize (CAC population of 21 in all 
grades).  In addition to the corrosion and surface con-
tamination common to hoard coins, rusty dies and 
poor strikes are the norm for the issue with some die 
marriages essentially unknown fully struck. 

 
The 1841-O can be an interesting, or part of an 

interesting, collecting project.  The issue offers the col-
lector a die marriage set of 6-8 distinct coins, multiple 
die states of at least 3 of those die marriages, and the 
opportunity to hunt for elusive examples of each that 
are well struck and/or well preserved. 

Quarter of  the Month  
by Greg Johnson, LSCC #1460  

The 1841 -O Reverse òFó 
Liberty Seated Quarter Dollar  

1841-O Liberty Seated Quarter Dollar Reverse F. 
Figure 1.  EDS.    Figure 2.  LDS.    Figure 3.  VLDS. 

1841-O Liberty Seated Quarter Dollar Reverse F.  Detail images of UNITED. 
Figure 4.  Close up of EDS.   Figure 5.  Close up of LDS.    Figure 6.  Close up of VLDS. 



 

 

Auction News  
by Craig Eberhart, LSCC #1348  
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Auction Premiums.  It should be noted that both 
Heritage and Stackõs Bowers now have a 20 percent 
buyerõs premium, Kagin's and Goldberg's are 17.5 per-
cent, and Bonham's is 17 percent.  I did hear a few 
complaints about 20 percent premiums at the Long 
Beach show but 20 percent is easier for most bidders 
to calculate without electronic assistance and then ad-
just their bids accordingly. 

 
September 2017 Auctions.  Four major live coin auc-
tions for September were all held in California by Bon-
hams, Kagin's, Goldberg Coins, and Heritage.  The few 
Liberty Seated coins in the Bonhams sale were proofs.  
Both Goldberg's and Kagin's liberty Seated selection 
were quite sparse.  However, an 1876-CC Trade dollar 
graded PCGS AU58 Type I/II was sold by Kagin's for 
$2,585. 

 
The Heritage Long Beach Sale (September 7

-10) did have a reasonable selection of better date Lib-
erty Seated coins.  An 1844-O half dime in PCGS 
XF45 brought $1,320.  An 1843-O dime in a PCGS 
VF25 holder was also sold for $1,320.  A PCGS XF45 
1867-S dime sold for $1,020.  Surprisingly, three 1873-

CC dimes were in this sale.  Not surprisingly, they were 
the With-Arrows type.  The NGC FR2 sold for $1,680, 
the PCGS VF25 for $6,000, and the PCGS VF35 for 
$7,200. 

 
Two 1877 proof double-dimes or twenty-cent 

pieces, graded by PCGS brought strong prices.  This 
date is the rarest Philadelphia proof double dime and 
exceeded only by the much rarer branch mint San 
Francisco proof of 18751.  The PR61 sold for $13,200 
and the PR63 for $18,000.  Two 1855-O quarters in 
PCGS holders were sold: an EF45 for $2,400 and a 
VF25 for $552.  An 1865-S quarter graded PCGS XF45 
with a green CAC sticker sold for $3,360.  An 1875-CC 
quarter in PCGS XF40 brought $1,440. 

 
An 1866-S no motto half dollar graded F15 by 

NGC sold for $720.  Two 1873-CC half dollars, both 
with small CC reverses were sold: a PCGS XF40 sold 
for $1,560 and an NGC AU58 for $3,840.  An 1859-S 
silver dollar graded PCGS XF45 sold for $1,748 and an 
1870-CC graded NGC VG8 sold for $900.  A darkly 
toned 1876-CC Trade dollar grading PCGS AU55 
brought $1,680. 

1  For more information on twenty-cent piece proofs, see the following reference: 
Brunner, Lane J. and Frost, John M.  Double DimesñThe United States Twenty-cent Piece. Self-published, July 2014. 



 

 

LSCC website:  www.lsccweb.org  

LSCC Calendar 
October 26-28, 2017.  LSCC Educational Program, Club Table, and Regional Meeting.  Monroe-

ville, PA.  The Pennsylvania Association of Numismatists (PAN) Fall Coin Show Convention, 
Monroeville Convention Center, Monroeville (Pittsburgh), PA.  John Frost will be giving his talk 
òIntroduction to Liberty Seated Coinageó on Friday October  27th at 1 PM.  The regional club meet-
ing is scheduled for Saturday, October 28th at 12:30.  The club table will be located on the bourse 
floor. 

 
Early-November 2017.  Gobrecht Journal Issue #130 will be postal mailed to all current LSCC members. 
 
Note:  See the LSCC website (www.lsccweb.org) for information on additional upcoming coin show 

club activities. 

Paid advertisement 
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From Stephen Petty:  We held 
two sessions of the LSCC 
Midwest Region meetings on 
September 1st and 2nd from 9 
AM to 10 AM during the Ohio 
State Coin Show in Dublin, 
OH.  This show is the largest 

in Ohio with 125 tables. 
 
Both days Gerry Fortin began the meeting 

with òThe Many Faces of Liberty,ó I followed with a 
presentation on Liberty Seated Dollars titled òWhat a 
Dollar Would Buy from 1830 to 1870.ó  I also 
brought my complete (yes, complete!) set of Liberty 
Seated dollars so everyone could inspect and com-
ment on the set.  The average grade is MS62.  

 
The first session was attended by 10 members 

with a fall off to 2 the second day.  Attendees provid-
ed many positive comments regarding the meeting 
and the topics covered.  

 
I put Stephenõs report first because when he 

submitted it, he was back in Florida without power, 
AC, or internet.  Armed with only his smart phone 
and dealing with Irmaõs wreckage, he took the time to 
send in a report for the members.  That is dedication! 
- Keeping in mind our Florida and Texas members 
dealing with hurricane devastation. 

 
Membership continues to grow steadily.  Cur-

rently, we are 657 members strong.  Regional out-
reach, ANA Summer Seminars, Educational pro-
grams, and, of course, our two fabulous periodicals all 
work together to keep member interest (and reten-
tion) high while adding to our ranks. 

 
The LSCC is fortunate to have committed 

volunteers all over the country in the Regional Pro-
gram and a professional leadership team guiding the 
club into its future. 

 
 
 

The Long Beach Coin Expo included a club 
dinner at The Rock Bottom Brewery (see photo be-
low) hosted by West Coast Regional Director Brian 
Cushing.  Good cheer and coin talk were the spirit of 
the evening. (You canõt get that over the internet). 

Sadly, the club table went empty as Bob Clark 
was busy dealing with last minute personal issues.  
Which reminds me, Bob could use some help there.  
Are a dealerõs badge and early access to the show 
worth a few hours of your time?  Please contact me if 
you wish to help. 

 
The end of October has us at PAN 

(Pennsylvania Association of Numismatists), October 
26-28.  In addition to the club table John Frost, LSCC 
Education Director, with give a presentation on Fri-
day at 1 PM òAn Introduction to Liberty Seated Coin-
age.ó  (See the PAN flyer on the next page.)  A 
club meeting will be conducted on Saturday at 12:30.    
Check the show program for room number. 

 
Carl Feldman, the LSCC New Member Chair-

person, will be hosting the club table.  Carl is always 
good for a coin story or an anecdote.  When Carl 
opens the vault to display some of his holdings, you 
know something fascinating with emerge. 

Regional News  
by Dennis Fortier, LSCC #2016  
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