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LSCC activities at the Fall Whitman Baltimore Expo started on Thursday evening, 
October 25, 2018, with a club dinner in a private room at the Pratt Street Pub 
(directly across the street from the Baltimore Convention Center).  With a record 
twenty-two attendees, the service, food, and comradery was excellent.  Everyone re-
ported a great time (see dinner group photo below).  If you missed it, try to attend 
next time and join the fun. 

(Courtesy of Gerry Fortinõs Daily Blog).  Friday, October 26, 2018, started with a well attended LSCC regional 
meeting and busy agenda. Much ground was covered including John Frost introducing Jo and Trip Trepagnier 
who were at the meeting and descendants of William Barber.  Gerry provided a club update, a reminder that the 
LSCC Premier Club Medal program was closing by year end and finally, a preview of the upcoming SeatedFest II 
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at the Spring Baltimore show.  Bill Bugert shared a preview of the Fall Gobrecht Journal that will be mailing shortly 
followed by Dennis Fortier covering the latest Regional Meeting news and his new Seatedfeast initiative for New 
England club members.  The meeting wrapped up with John Frost providing an insightful presentation entitled 
William Barber Revisited.  The following is a group photo that documents the meeting attendees. 

 

(Continued from previous page) 

October 2018 Whitman Baltimore Expo LSCC Regional meeting group photo. 

October 2018 Whitman Baltimore Expo LSCC  
Table staff (Joe Casazza, Dennis Fortier, Bill 

Bugert, Carl Feldman, and John Frost). 

October 2018 Whitman Baltimore Expo LSCC  
Barber ExhibitñPre-Show Opening. 

Trip and Jo Trepagnier with John Frost at the 
October 2018 LSCC Barber Exhibit.  

Jo Trepagnier and Dennis Fortier at the Exhibit 
tables. 
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Cƛƴŀƭ hǊŘŜǊ 5ŀǘŜΥ bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ олΣ нлму 
 

5ƻƴΩǘ Ƴƛǎǎ ƻǳǘ ƻƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǳƴƛǉǳŜ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƻ ƻǿƴ ŀƴŘ Ǉŀǎǎ Řƻǿƴ ȅƻǳǊ ƘŜǊƛǘŀƎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ [ƛōŜǊǘȅ {ŜŀǘŜŘ /ƻƭƭŜŎπ
ǘƻǊǎ /ƭǳōΗ  ²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǿ ǘŀƪƛƴƎ ƻǊŘŜǊǎ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ŀƴŘ Ŭƴŀƭ ŜƴƎǊŀǾƛƴƎ Ǌǳƴ ƻŦ tǊŜƳƛŜǊ {ƛƭǾŜǊ aŜŘŀƭǎΦ  ¢ƘŜ 
ƳŜŘŀƭǎ ŀǊŜ ǎǘǊǳŎƪ ŀƴŘ ǿŀƛǝƴƎ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳǊ ƴŀƳŜ ŀƴŘ [{// ƴǳƳōŜǊ ǘƻ ōŜ ŜƴƎǊŀǾŜŘΦ  hƘ ȅŜǎΣ ȅƻǳ ǎǝƭƭ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜ ǘƘŜ 
ōŜŀǳǝŦǳƭ ŎǳǎǘƻƳ ŎǊŀƊŜŘ /ŀǇƛǘŀƭ tƭŀǎǝŎǎ ƘƻƭŘŜǊ ƛƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǘƻ ǎǘƻǊŜ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘŜǊƛǎƘŜŘ ƳŜŘŀƭΦ  ¢ƘŜ ǎǇŜŎǘŀŎǳƭŀǊ WƛƳ 
aŀŎƻǊ ŘŜǎƛƎƴ ŀƴŘ 5ŀƴ /ŀǊǊ ƳƛƴǝƴƎ ŀǊŜ ŀ Ƨƻȅ ǘƻ ƘƻƭŘ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ƘŀƴŘΦ   

 

{t9/L![ !bbh¦b/9a9b¢Υ   
¢ƘŜ ƳƛƴƛƳǳƳ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ƳŜŘŀƭǎ ǇŜǊ ƳŜƳōŜǊ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ǊŀƛǎŜŘ ǘƻ рΗΗΗΗ 

¸ŜǎΣ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǊƛƎƘǘΣ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ƴƻǿ ƻǊŘŜǊ ŀǎ Ƴŀƴȅ ŀǎ р ǘƻǘŀƭ ƳŜŘŀƭǎ ǇŜǊ ƳŜƳōŜǊκƴǳƳōŜǊΗ   
 

IŜǊŜ ƛǎ ǿƘŀǘ [{// ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƘŀǾŜ ǎƘŀǊŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǳǎ ǊŜƎŀǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƳŜŘŀƭǎΥ 
 

άLǘ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ Ƴȅ ŬǊǎǘ ŎƘŀƴŎŜ ǘƻ ǊŜǎǇƻƴŘΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜ aŜŘŀƭ ŀǊǊƛǾŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Ƴŀƛƭ ƭŀǎǘ {ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅ уκп ƻǊ ŜŀǊƭƛŜǊΣ ƴƻǘ ǎǳǊŜΦ  ¢ƘŜ ǾŜǊȅ ǉǳƛŎƪ 
ŘŜƭƛǾŜǊȅΣ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ aŜŘŀƭ ƻŦ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǿƘƻƭŜ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴƭȅ ŜȄŎŜŜŘŜŘ ŜȄǇŜŎǘŀǝƻƴǎ ōƛƎ ǝƳŜΗ  ¢Ƙŀƴƪǎ ŦƻǊ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜϥǎ 

ŜũƻǊǘǎ ŦǊƻƳ Ƨǳǎǘ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Іǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇ ǊƻǎǘŜǊΗέ 
PK 

 
òI simply want to check in and say the medal arrived to me safely and I am thrilled. I should have sent this ear-

lier so you could put a checkmark next to my name.ó 
BR 

 
òI received my LSCC Medal in the mail yesterday. 

Well struck and much òeye appealó... 
Thank you,  

DD 
 

άDƻǘ Ƴȅ ƳŜŘŀƭ ς ƛǘ ƭƻƻƪǎ .9!¦¢LC¦[Φέ 
DD 

 

LǘΩǎ ǎƻ Ŝŀǎȅ ǘƻ ǇƭŀŎŜ ŀƴ ƻǊŘŜǊ ¢h5!¸Η  {ƛƳǇƭȅ Ǝƻ ǘƻ ǘƘƛǎ ƭƛƴƪ ŀƴŘ ƻǊŘŜǊ Ǿƛŀ tŀȅtŀƭ ƻǊ ¦Φ{Φ aŀƛƭΦ   
ƘǧǇΥκκǿǿǿΦƭǎŎŎǿŜōΦƻǊƎκtǊŜƳƛŜǊ-aŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇ-aŜŘŀƭΦǎƘǘƳƭ 

 
¢Ƙŀƴƪ ȅƻǳ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳǊ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ƻŦ [{// ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ tǊŜƳƛŜǊ aŜŘŀƭ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ƻŦ нлмуΦ   

http://www.lsccweb.org/Premier-Membership-Medal.shtml
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From Len Augsburger, LSCC Vice President and Newman Numismatic Portal Program Manager:   
 
(I) Wanted to let you know that Newman Portal, with the permission of DLRC (John Brush), has made the 
DLRC Liberty Seated reference books available online: 
 
Liberty Seated half dimes (Al Blythe): https://archive.org/details/compguidelibhalfdime1992lawr 
Liberty Seated dimes (Brian Greer): https://archive.org/details/compguidelibdime1992lawr 
Liberty Seated half dollars (Randy Wiley and Bill Bugert): 
https://archive.org/details/compguidelibhalfdollar1993lawr. 

By the way, The Barber reference books are also there: 
 
Dimes: https://archive.org/details/compguidebarbdime1991lawr/page/n0 
Quarters: https://archive.org/details/compguidebarb1994feig/page/n0 
Halves: https://archive.org/details/compguidebarbhalf1991lawr/page/n0 
Complete Guide to Certified Barber coinage: 

https://archive.org/details/compguidecertifiedbarb1999feig/page/n0 
 

From  John Moshier:  I am a newer member and still learning about the LS series.  I enjoy the Gobrecht Journal 
and E-Gobrecht very much, and have learned a lot from them.  But I still have many questions and there are some 
things, such as òcuds,ó that I had never heard of that are discussed with the assumption that they are common 
knowledge. 
  
 With respect to cuds, I obtained a mint state CAC half dime, that has a ògrowthó coming out of its head. 
I guessed that this was the òcudó I had been reading about. Due to its grade and CAC confirmation, I was pretty 
sure it wasnõt some sort problem. 
  
Then todayõs E-Gobrecht showed a picture of rim cuds, and I saw I had guessed right. 
  
 I share this anecdote to demonstrate that it could be valuable, particularly to newer members, to have 
some sort of periodic Q & A feature.  Maybe it would be a pain in the neck, but it seems to me that knowledge 
leads to enthusiasm which in turn leads to the  desire to share our interests with others who might also become 
interested in our hobby.  That can only be good for all of us. 
              Best wishes, 
                        John Moshier  
                         Phoenix  
 
 
[Editor:  Anyone want to take up Johnõs suggestion and manage a LSCC Q&A column?] 

 

https://archive.org/details/compguidelibhalfdime1992lawr
https://archive.org/details/compguidelibdime1992lawr
https://archive.org/details/compguidelibhalfdollar1993lawr
https://archive.org/details/compguidebarbdime1991lawr/page/n0
https://archive.org/details/compguidebarb1994feig/page/n0
https://archive.org/details/compguidebarbhalf1991lawr/page/n0
https://archive.org/details/compguidecertifiedbarb1999feig/page/n0


 

 

LSCC Calendar 
 
 
Mid-November, 2018.  Gobrecht Journal Issue #133 published and mailed. 
 
November 9-10, 2018.  LSCC table, regional meeting, and educational program.  Manches-

ter, NH .  New Hampshire Coin Expo, Doubletree Manchester Downtown (formerly Radisson).   
John Frost will exhibit a major display on William and Charles Barber.  The regional meeting will be on 
Friday, November 9 at 2 PM.  John Frost will give an educational presentation at the club meeting en-
titled William Barber Revealed!    

 
February 1, 2019.  Deadline for submission of articles and advertisements for Gobrecht Journal  Is-

sue #134. 
 
All dates:  see the LSCC website for additional events and details.   

Paid advertisement 

Page 5 

LSCC website:  www.lsccweb.org  
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More Photos from the October 2018  
Whitman Baltimore Expo  



 

 

Auction News  
by Craig Eberhart, LSCC #1348  

 
Only a few Liberty Seated coins were auctioned at the two major auctions this month.   

 
Heritage Signature Auction, October 11-14, Chicago.  Even though the choices were limited in this auction, 
several much better date Seated coins were included.  An 1838-O half dime, which had previously been one of 
several in the Gardner collection, was a well-detailed Valentine-1 marriage without the extensive rust or die spall-
ation typically found on the Valentine-2.  The rare 1873-CC "with arrows" quarter is one of only three coins 
graded AU55 by NGC and PCGS combined, with three graded finer.  A high-grade example of the sole "with 
motto" New Orleans quarter, the 1891-O, was also sold in this auction.  Two 1850 Seated dollars were sold 
along with one of the rarest Seated dollar dates, an original circulation strike 1851. 

 

 
 

The October Baltimore Auction by Stack's Bowers Galleries - October 24-31.  As usual for the Fall Balti-
more sale, there was an extensive selection of coins for sale including the spectacular Archangel Collection of Coloni-
al Coins and 1792 Coinage.  However, the selection of Liberty Seated coins in this sale were even more limited than 
the Heritage auction. 
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1838-O half dime PCGS CAC Ms64+ $18,000. V-1 

1873-CC quarter NGC AU55 $43,200. With arrows 

1891-O quarter NGC CAC MS64 $18,000.   

1872-CC half dollar PCGS AU55 $3,900. WB-6 

1850 Seated dollar NGC AU53 $2640. OC-1 

1850 Seated dollar PCGS AU55 $3,360. OC-1 

1851 Seated dollar NGC MS61 $26,400. OC-1 

1838-O dime NGC MS65 $14,400. F-109 

1878-CC Trade dollar PCGS AU55 $6,600.   

LSCC website:  www.lsccweb.org  



 

 

 

The Curious Collector  
by Len Augsburger, LSCC #1271  

Gold, Silver, and Liber-
ty Seated Coinage 

(Part 1)  

Numismatic Literary 
Guild  
2018 

Ed Reiter Award 

Gold!  Revered as a store of value since antiquity, the 
yellow metal retains its allure even in the present era. 
Electrum, the earliest coinage known, was formed 
from gold (and silver) and circulated in ancient Greece. 
Todayõs circulating coinage is no longer gold, but even 
so gold is nearly as liquid as cash. You can even pur-
chase gold from ATMs. In the 1990s, I recall purchas-
ing gold bullion òover the counteró from a bank teller 
in Switzerland. A one or two-gram bar is a nicer way to 
memorialize a trip to Europe than some touristy 
tchotchke that will end up being discarded. A òbaró of 
chocolate is also nice, but you can get those for free on 
the chocolate factory tour, and you will eat it anyway.  

 
So, what makes gold a good medium for circu-

lating coinage? There are many logical reasons, and itõs 
no accident our Grecian ancestors chose it. It is physi-
cally easy to work with, melting at not too high a tem-
perature, and ductile, meaning it can be easily stretched 
this way and that. Remember, we are talking ancient 
coinage technology here. Gold is easily recognizable by 
color and weight, two useful qualities for establishing a 
form of money that people will readily accept. It is du-
rable, meaning it can circulate and not react to the en-
vironment like silver and copper. Indeed, if one were 
to simply look at the periodic table, gold would be a 
obvious choice for coinage.  But there is more still. 

 
Gold also represents a fair amount of value in a 

small physical space, meaning that wealth in gold can 
easily be transported, or hidden (just remember where 
you put it, and be sure to tell someone before you de-
part this world).  Gold is scarce enough that a massive 
discovery wonõt dilute your wealth. Even following the 
19th century Gold Rush, gold only moved a few per 
cent in value against silver ð which caused other prob-

lems, but did not significantly impact the value of any-
oneõs gold stash. Gold is also hard money, physically 
impossible to replicate on a large scale ð unlike paper 
money, which governments can and do print to excess.  

 
One can readily see why gold caught on, for 

over two millennia, as the universal currency. But times 
change, and in the digital age, money can change. I re-
cently read that Venezuelans leaving the country were 
just as likely to invest in bitcoin as in gold. Transport-
ing gold across a national border can be tricky. Trans-
porting bitcoin is a non-issue. You buy bitcoin any-
where, and you can access it anywhere ð with no banks 
and no governments to interfere. Under the right set of 
circumstances itõs a logical choice.  That said, gold re-
mains highly sought after, with many ògold bugsó be-
lieving that gold protected by guns is the best form of 
personal and financial security. In our next installment, 
we will examine the adoption of gold by the United 
States, as legislated in the 1792 Mint Act.  
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