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Liberty Seated Collectors Club Rocks Rosemont  
By Len Augsburger, VP, LSCC 

 
With attendance exceeding 40 members, the Liberty Seated Collectors Club held its 
annual meeting at the ANAõs 2019 Worldõs Fair of Money in Rosemont, IL on 
Thursday, August 15, 2019.   

 
Luminaries in attendance included Norma McCloskey, wife of former club 

president John McCloskey, and Greg Rohan of Heritage Auctions. The meeting 
commenced with our usual group photo capably snapped by ace photographer Rich 
Uhrich (now òretiredó from the coin business but still enjoying coin shows). Group 
introductions followed with the midwestern region of the county more represented 
as expected.  

 
President Gerry Fortin covered highlights of the previous year, beginning 

with the outstanding exhibits presented at the Seated Fest II event at the February 
Baltimore show. The Premier Membership Medal program has concluded and we 
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thank Jeff Ball for expertly coordinating this offering. 
We held, for the third time, the Liberty Seated class at 
the ANA summer seminar in Colorado Springs, CO in 
June, with more than half the attendees joining LSCC 
at the conclusion of the course. The recent Gobrecht 
Journal was an expanded, 60-page edition produced by 
Editor Bill Bugert with outstanding contributions from 
a number of writers. 

 
The Kamal M. Ahwash Literary Award for 

2018 was presented to John Frost for his research into 
the Barber family archives. Although more typically 
associated with òBarberó coinage, William Barber was 
responsible for the 20-cent piece and Trade dollar de-
signs that are long-associated with Liberty Seated 
coins. John was the overwhelming first choice among 
voters, winning more than twice the votes of the sec-
ond-place article. Not only did John write several arti-
cles on this subject (in the Gobrecht Journal, the journal 
of Barber Coin Collectors Society, and The Numisma-
tist), he also coordinated multiple exhibits of archival 
materials generously loaned by the Barber family.  

 
Secretary-Treasurer Dale Miller continued the 

meeting with the annual report. Membership is up 
over the last two years, an exceptional trend in an era 
when many numismatic organizations are challenged 
to find new members. Multi-year membership has in-
creased from 34% to 43% of the club in the last two 
years, a further strong showing of dedication from the 
membership.  The treasury is in fine shape with a 
yearõs operating expense in the bank, in addition to the 
reserve set aside for paid-ahead memberships.  Ex-
penses for the year did exceed revenues, but this was 
due to a number of one-time items, most notably Seat-
ed Fest II, for which the club allocated funds to securi-
ty and table space.  

 
The club once again had a club table during the 

ANA show, with the LSCC regional team hosting. Ex-
hibits included Bill Luebkeõs set of XF45 CAC trade 
dollars, selected half dimes from the Steve Crain col-
lection, and a number of Liberty Seated error coins. A 
big thanks to everyone who served at the club table, as 
this takes time away from hunting for coins on the 
bourse floor.  I stopped by several times and had many 

enjoyable conversations. In addition to the ANA club 
table, the regional team had a presence at over 20 
events in the past year, including educational presenta-
tions and club tables. To this strong public presence 
goes much of the credit for the growing membership 
roster. 

 
Gerry continued the meeting with discussion 

of the club constitution update.  We need to take care 
of a few housekeeping issues, including formalizing the 
2-year election cycle, officially detailing the Hall of 
Fame process, and creating a board of directors to bet-
ter reflect the current club leadership.  Proposed 
changes will be distributed to the LSCC membership 
in advance of a fall ballot for official acceptance.  

 
Finally, Gerry announced his retirement as 

LSCC president as of December 31 of this year. The 
club will have an election this fall, with announced 
candidates for president (Len Augsburger) and vice-
president (Dennis Fortier). Gerry has served the club 
for five years, walking in the giant footsteps of John 
McCloskey, and the club has prospered with an ener-
gized and growing membership and leadership team. 
We thank Gerry for his service and will have more to 
say about this at the November Baltimore LSCC meet-
ing. 

 
The meeting followed with a retrospective of 

Gene Gardnerõs collecting career beautifully delivered 
by Greg Rohan of Heritage Auctions. Greg was obvi-
ously close to Gene and walked us through his associa-
tion with Gardner during the acquisition and selling 
phases of the collection. A video of Gregõs presenta-
tion will be made available in due course, for which we 
thank David Lisot and his ever-present video camera. 
This is a presentation not to be missed, and we thank 
Greg for allowing this to be taped and presented on 
the LSCC website.  Gregõs presentation concluded the 
LSCC annual meeting for 2019, and we will see you 
next year at the ANA convention in Pittsburgh. 
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2019 ANA LSCC meeting group photo (composite of two images by Rich Uhrich). 

 

LSCC Photos from the ANA  

Norma McCloskey at LSCC club table (at left). 
2019 club dinner (above). 

 
In Gettysburg on the way to the ANA 
(at left) - Dennis Fortier and John Frost 
join Bill Bugert for lunch. 
 
John Frost receiving the Kamal M. Ah-
wash Literary Award [Editor - I have 
been assured that this is him] (at right).  
 
All photos (except group photo) by 
Dennis Fortier. 



 

 

Page 4 The E-Gobrecht 

In addition to the 2018 Kamal M. Ahwash Literary Award 
for Johnõs article, òIn Search of the Forgotten Liberty 
Seated Engraver William Barberó in The Gobrecht Journal, 
John took home several other literary awards for his re-
search on the Barbers. 

     
The article, òReimagining the Barbers,ó which 

appeared in the August 2018 issue of The Numismatist, was 
selected by a panel of judges to receive two awards from 
the ANA:  the second-place Heath Literary Award 
(images at upper right and below), and the second-place 
Wayte and Olga Raymond Memorial Literary Award (at 
right) for original research in U.S. numismatics.  The 
Heath award included an engraved bronze medal and a 
certificate.  The Raymond award included a certificate. 

 
In addition, John won the 2018 David Lawrence 

Literary Award from the Barber Coin Collectorsõ Society, 
for the article òIn Search of Charles Barber.ó 

 
[Editor-John literally works night and day for the LSCC and the 
numismatic community.  He is a tremendous asset to our club and 
we are delighted he gained some recognition.] 

John Frost receives  
Two  ANA Awards!  
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A few years ago, I received a series of comments and 
questions regarding the cause of an often, but not al-
ways, circular die defect seen in the exact geometric 
center of the Liberty Seated quarter reverse design.  
The defect has alternatively been called the òBroken 
Stripeó reverse and the òCompass Pointó reverse since 
it was first reported.  It appears only on the reverses 
of Philadelphia mint quarters from the years 1847, 
1848, 1849, 1854, 1855, 1856, 1857, and 1858.  I end-
ed up preparing a rather detailed review of what had 
been previously written about it.  That review was 
published in the E-Gobrecht in May 2015.  The column 
concluded by stating òéthe mystery behind the die 
defect known as the òBroken Stripeó or òCompass 
Pointó was all but conclusively solved by the work 
reported in 1998 by Craig Sholley*.  The feature might 

more accurately be called a òCentering Markó and is, 
quite simply, an engraving mistake.  The defect was 
most likely present on all dies prepared from 1836 ð 
1858, but appears only on coins produced from dies 
for which the typical repair was inadequate.ó 

 
One obvious question: If there were centering 

marks, repaired and otherwise, on all reverse dies from 
1836 to 1858 would there not be the same on obverse 
dies?  If so, has any evidence been discovered?  I have 
not, despite looking at a large number of Liberty Seat-
ed quarters, seen evidence of centering marks on an 
obverse. 

 
Then, almost five years later (two months 

(Continued on next page) 

Quarter of  the Month  
by Greg Johnson, LSCC #1460  

The Compass Point Reverse  
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Figures 1 and 2.  1842-O Briggs 3-D Quarter dollar with and without the obverse circular defect.   


