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Stepping back in time to a bygone era of the Liberty Seated
coin design period, both far and wide, and a little before & after...

Af t er t wo | o
Whitman Baltimore Coin Show
has returnedFall ShowNov. 1820)!

As one of the three major coin show events each year
Liberty Seated Collectors Club enthusiasts,
Baltimore is back. See details inside.

Next LSCC online Zoom Meeti

Is scheduled for December 7th, at 9 p.m. EST,
and is always open to all interested collectors.

Also see detalls inside.
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) Founded 1973 Uniting collectors of Liberty Seated coinage sin

President s Message

Welcome to the November issue of th@dbrecht, our monthly fix of all things Liberty
Seated. The coin market is hot, and all eyes will be on the upcoming Baltimore show and associz
auction sal es. I 61 | be at the show all day
appointed time, 9AM on Friday, November 12.

|l tds been way too | ong since the | ast Bal
friends along with whatever surprises can be found on the bourse floor. This is one of the major
shows on the national circuit and I highly recommemerson attendance for anyone who is so
inclined. See you therelLen Augsburger

The next LSCC online Zoom Meeting is scheduled for:
Tuesday, December 7, 9 pm EShttps://wustl.zoom.us/j/5086565637

DAVID KAHN

RARE COINS, INC

EST 2005

Seated and Bust coins our speciality,
quality and eye appeal our focus.

www.DavidKahnRareCoins.com
(301) 570-7070
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Edi tor s

6View From t

Baltimore

Baltimore, Baltimor8&altimore at lasg

Other than that, | am speechless or have
writerds cramp.
especiRkIl Iy

Below is your sneak peek of the
highlights of the upcoming
Fall issue of the Gobrecht Journal

by John Frost .

Read

TheFall issue of the Gobrecht Journal &

will be ready for mailing about November 12th,
and it looks like an excellent issue with 56 pac
pages inside the cover for members to peruse.

The issue leads off with the leawgaited
results of th&Mint Liberty Seated Half Dollar
Surveyonducted by Dennis Fortier earlier this
year. Detailed results includes-datimint re-
sults as well as the rare die varieties reported
the membership, along with top rankings of the
collections.

n

Len Augsburger provides new analysis 0
the unique Judtll0 Seated quarter pattern, alo
with an insightful ar
Confederate half dollar.

n

Craig Eberhart provides a very interestin
study on the 1840 With Drapery half dime.
Two other half di me

De
i{élaﬁe obtained in the OIld Orchard Collection auc-

of the LSCC Annual Meeting, held in August in
conjunction with the ANA convention. An-

de
tion of a new member into the LSCC Hall of
game, the most prestigious level of recognition

are also

ESCC members may Jom the Club at any time,

stanglng Issue, its conten sn

0
S

01861/ (
report

nalysis ofthesna |l | ed
nnis Fortier

on. And more!

The issue wraps up with extensive coverage

ouncements of the winners of the Kamal M.
hwash Literary Award, the new John W.
cCloskey Research Award, and the 2021 Presi-

ntds Award of Mer it a

estowed by the LSCC on an individual. Minutes

f |(?:,é oMe Sl ed! Y W

talled In this issue.
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The Journal of, by, and for
the Liberty Seated Collectors Club

Liberty Seated Coinage
“odd couple”
Half Dimes & Double Dimes Volume 47.3
Fall 2021
Issue #142
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No Buyer’s Fee + Flexible Reserves

GFRC

ONLINE -
AUCTIONS

[ntegrated Auction & Retail Sales

Presenting the
Tennessee Collection

Li berty Seated Doll ar Au

November2027viDecember 4 . 2021

Tenafly Collection
"CAC Approved

, G 7)) S Liberty Seated

Y e Quarter Set Sale - Part 1"
GJJF JR{C) G, = Starts July 31, 9:00 PM ET

PUIJ\(!J:'I?IIJOE\IEE Closes August 7, 9:00 PM ET

ct
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Tennessee Seated Doll ar Sal e
www. Sseateddi mevarieties.com/ auct

1846 OC $1, PCGS AUS58, Cheépei ©Odigo nmadtina blankets the fields of tfF
protected areas exhibiting |lighter shades. The remai nduMNgew Wstleraniss |
Seated dollar issues, with successive emissions comingsymi da&l50f orl 8i64
Moreover, in the 1840s, the New Orleans Mint slt,r utghgel eodn | cyendst t&drptal iyr tf
i ssue, with a high mintmark.-2MHdLlL)sedd0tim An PIC\GSr Gamy 6grled 2 012db el hol de

1847 -20C31, PCGS AU58, CAblcse®tedidallars are challenging piec
i $

e s
frequently present in the 1960s Treasury releases. Suclh sphiagdcehsadwer e
remained in Treasury vaults since the time of i ssue. St7iel@t,e dP XS |t aor
all grades combined. This piece exhibi-tbadedecanteer s eWi b trd enessp € [tAs p &
m®| ange of navy, russet, and spatte2gdwigrhyhoonzogt di | doeméi pef|i phe
reverse shield Hous ed20|2n1)a 3PS Aenni vbe.rls a(r2y0 2gor een | abel hol der ,| wit

185% 0Or $1, PCGS AU53, CNatecratoolgdapatiina i s accompanied by original

especially on the reverse surrounding the | egend and ebhe@lbaerAec|dn efl
All star centers are defined, while solne wift it hree pwargd fei rftgesaitohf etrttske eafrdea ts
San Francisco dollars of this year were primarily i nt enddeeocdmifnoat itornasd:
that were debased by the Coinage Act of 1853. As &aSr exwlmp |l el déajirge
piece, wuniformly toned on both sides with no major di st rtahc tDiacmn sWhi & rei
Collection of Liberty Seated doll ars2022li)a hcoFIRICer . Housed in a PCGS Ge
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Tennessee Seated Doll ar Sal e

Q)

|l ation -d@aeg

1870C ©oC $1, PCGS VF35 CAC, UBhdbdiocenl @r ishiamald. gray surfaces host deepe
with the stars and central devices neatly outlined by-gelmadreycubalt ad.
example. A few ticks are scattered over the central poagumoal of |[Li be
production of the Carson City Mint, the springboard for ossotmé!| etjti bé
of the Carson City -86€atedtadobkl arshathenggB@d@ i ssue, with anrevenlall

Carson City reference suggests a survival rate of about tyindead| tthi:
CAC population is only 35 pieces in all grades combined.doThirss pjl eas
collectors and Carson City enthufi02dt)s hoHdesed in a PCGS Gen 6.1 (2
1872 OrC $1, PCGS AU53, Choicee Oflrgiemlaiumd aces host partially mirrored
reveals varied shades as the piece is flipped under aeldryi ghef ilnegdh twh
the left claw joi-htstbéeod|l yogaethety, O®i ICIC Seamaldl doil habhabkhsvihadds
much more highlS, tenaenn tthheo lgBh7 2t he PCGS -dDpupiaec ®nsf ar et e ivBsen2cHFasRC i
coins for the Carson City emission. While there is no aglyduo nwge Iwli ttho -
consider the actual popu 4) HBHobded.in a PCGS Gen 6.1 (|2020

1873-20C1, PCGS AU55 CAC, AChdivee cQ@rritgvhreall.s radiate from the surf ace:

smooth for the dgraeée Madolbai plhatmneaa swirls over bot h-2si dveidghh ad thoje c h
and reverse die |lumps around GOD. The CAC popul ation repordohloares 3
series. The coins circulated Ilittle in the United Stat es,heanhdea vaiserm
weight Trade Doll ar, which, it was thought, would be mor e tahcec edpetsei dg n
and would serve well in a type set or an EF/ ARBO24) oDl Seat wdl tdo|lCALr

(END)
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Regional News
by Dennis Fortier, LSCC #2016

Baltimore is Back

The Fall of 2019 was the last time we had a Whitman Baltimore Expo. Then Covid struck and there
hasndt been a Baltimore show since. That, we h
those little round shiny things called coins at one of the best shows in the country. The Club is looking for-
ward to all the usual Club functions; dinner, meeting, and of course the Club table to gather around.| So, m
your plans and be ready to enjoy the comradery of your LSCC friends and of course the hunt for that next
Liberty Seated coin. See you in Balti!

Cookeville Coin Club Annual Show, October 23, is a small Tennessee show that is local for Dennis
Fortier. Dennis displayed CAC Liberty Seated h;
Coinage. 0

Joe Casazza and John Frost hosted a Club |tab
show for them and an opportunity that could not be passed up.

South Carolina Numismatic Association Convention, Greenville SC, OcRlas 20good size

(Continued on next page)

www.BrianGreerRareCoins.com
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Regional News cont.

show that is well organized. It was the Regional Teams first time at this show and Dennis hosted the Club
table with a display of San Francisco half dollars and coin glass that was well received. We are booked fo
next yeards show (the same weekend) and wil!/ be
ber was signed up.

PANé John Frost host e-80,andgave @nledusatiana frdgam. Qwelve b e
people attended his lecture. His table display was-demaitiinational presentation of key and-kewi
date Liberty Seated coins. Hereds is Johnodos Re

00n Hal | owe eRennayb/ania AssatiationtohNeimismatists (PANheld their fall
show in Monroeville, just outside Pittsburgh|.
attendance and activity each day. Brisk bourse activity, dealers reported outstanding sales, and there wa:s
steady traffic at the Club table. On display at the LSCC table was a collection of type coins, mostly keys a
semikeys of all series, half dimes through Trade dollars (see photo next page). This display was designec
accompany the educational program entitled O0Why
The program, presented by Education Director John Frost, highlighted comparisons of Seated and Barber
coinage to key dates of much more common, though moreasitisdted series, such as Morgan dollars
Walkers, Mercury dimes, etc. The presentation also explored topics such as artistry, challenge, and the e;
ence of something for every budget. The presentation was recorded by David Lisot of CoinTelevision, on
behalf of PAN. A very wadrganized and smoothiyn show, the fall PAN show remains one of our favor-
ites, and we | ook forward to returning next |yea

Joe Casazza and John Frost will host a Club table at the Mt. Kisco, NY, Coin and Collectables Fair
November 14, at the Mt. Kisco Holiday Inn.

(Continued on next page)

SUNSHINE RARE COINS

David Sunshine

Sunshinecoins.com

Specializing in
Choice U.S. Type
Bust and Seated Coins

ANA, LSCC, JRCS Member
(203)339-2911
davidbsunshine@yahoo.com
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Regional News cont.

Baltimore: Club Dinner, Thursday 6:30pm at Pratt Street Ale House. Club Meeting, Friday morning
9am, Rm 301, Education, TBA. A cool surprise |
want to miss it.

At the SCNA convention, the question was asked if anyone ever walks a coin over to (us) at the Clu
tabl e. | replied, oOOyes, from time to time it h
the Club table to see if it is of interest. Well during the packing up process at the SCNA convention, that is
exactly what happened. A Club member had a rare variety that filled a hole and was offered at a fair price.
was purchased on the spot. So, yes, it does happen from time to time. Another benefit of working the Clul
table.

Image from the recentPAN Showin Monroeville,PA (Club table)

LIBERTY SEATED
COLLECTORS CLUB

(END)

Save the Date The next LSCC online Zoom Meeting is scheduled for:
Tuesday, December 7, 9 pm Easternttps:/wustl.zoom.us/j/5086565637

Upcoming 2022 LSCC Annual Duewill be announced in the next Gobrecht Journal.
Reminder: When using PayPal to pay your Club dues, please be sure to add $2.00 extra|to
your club dues amount to cover the convenience cost of using PayPal. Also, please us
the OFriendsd6 option on PayPal as it|]save:



https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwustl.zoom.us%2Fj%2F5086565637&data=04%7C01%7C%7Ccc1811a5c1ad4566813e08d98a8f444d%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637693170194318980%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQ
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LSCC Upcoming 2021 Regional Events Schedule

*November 14Mt. Kisco, NY Coin & Collecti- December 1011The Gallatin Show, TNat the
bles Fairat the Mt. Kisco Holiday InrnClub Table Gallatin Civic Center, 210 Albert Gallatin Avenu
and Education Program (Hosts: Joe Casazza & Jdbh ub Tabl e and Educat

Frost) City Liberty Seated C
*November 1820 Whitman Baltimore Coin &
Currency Expq Baltimore Convention Center, Note: Updates provided as they become available

Baltimore, MD - Club Meeting on Friday morning but al ways check the

at 9 a.m. in Room 301, Club Dinner on the Thursdéy further details and any last minutes changes
evening before at 6:30 p.m. at the Pratt Street Ale
House, Club Table, Educational Program to be an-
nounced (Hosts: Len Augsburger, Dennis Fortier,
John Frost & others)

*December 7Next LSCC online Zoom Meeting
at 9 p.m. (Eastern Standand Time) with Educational
Program, Link below:

https://wustl.zoom.us/|/5086565637

(END)

Upcoming Major Coin/Currency Auctions for Liberty Seated Collectors

November 27- December 4, 2021 at9 p.m.ES®O Tennessee Coll ect.
Dol |l ar Set Aucti on Sal.e®eeadyonpageR Dthi©issud) n e

November 2123, 2930 & December 1, 20210 Nove mber Balti more A
spreadout over a weekoO6s time and hel d in
by Stacko6s B dhimss:y/ivevw.Sacksbowears.céngRefer to website for full detail

This Space Reserved for future auction event announcements

LSCC Member Application Form at:

http://www.Isccweb.org/LSCC_Membership.pdf

1)

D

D

0o nN:
i n;q

uct

Co


https://coins.ha.com/
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwustl.zoom.us%2Fj%2F5086565637&data=04%7C01%7C%7Ccc1811a5c1ad4566813e08d98a8f444d%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637693170194318980%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQ
http://www.lsccweb.org/LSCC_Membership.pdf
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The Auction Realm
by Craig Eberhart, LSCC #1348

Completing a Liberty Seated Half Dollar Set

[ Edi tords Not e: This month Craig embarks on
perspectives about past and upcoming auctions that he hopes will provide fresh instgbitsdohE
readers.]

To complete a set of Liberty Seated half dollars may require the acquisition of four rare dates

1842

with small letters reverse; 1:858lo Arrows; 187{CC; and 18%8. All four are expensive, but the 1842 small

letters reverse and the 1-&580 arrows are usually consideredaudlectibles (NC) and not realistically ob-

tainable for most numismatists. Only four examples are known for each date and it can be years between

amples becoming available. Many collectors do not count these NCs as part of a complete set.

The 1876CC and the 1878 can be found in auctions and are sometimes available from dealers. At

least four 187CC half dollars and three 1&8oins have been auctioned in the past three months:

1870CC PCGS MS62 $102,000 St ac k 6 s BAugustd7s
1870CC PCGS XF45+ 26,400 St ac k 6 s PAugustd7s
1870CC PCGS VF35 7,680| Goldberg Auctiong September 27
1870CC PCGS F15 4,800| Heritage Auctions| October 7
1878S PCGS MS61 108,00 St ac k 8 s PBAugusti7s
1878S PCGS CAC | MS63 138,00 St ac k8 s PBAugusti7s
1878S PCGS MS63 117,00 Heritage Auctions| October 7

An estimated 200 18T half dollars exist and less than 60-$8¥&8f dollars are known. A detaile

d

book onthe known 188 hal f dol | ar sS LOiAb eRetgyi sSeeart eodf Hla8l 7f8 Do

available online altttp://www.lsccweb.org/BillBugertBooks/download1878S.php

| have not found any upcoming auctions with an-38B8t there are several 18fhalf dollars
available over the next three months. The G6 coin in the February 6th auction is an interesting coin

becaus

comes from the collection of John McCloskey. John was the President of the Liberty Seated Collectors Clu
and Editor of the Gobrecht Journal for 40 years, a length perhaps unequaled in the annals of numismatics.

1870CC | PCGS VF details | Heritage Auctions Nov. 910, 2021

1870CC | NGC MS62 Stackods Boweovs23, 2021

1876CC | PCGS F details Stackodos Boweéovs22, 2021

1870CC | NGC CAC | G6 Heritage Auctions Feb. 6, 2022 END)
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Half Crazy - The Newsletter of the Seated Half Societylssue #1

1878S MS66 photo curtesy of StackBowers

Half Crazy

The Newsletter of the

Seated Half Society

November 2021, Issue #1

In this issue:

*Welcome letterd SHS President Dennis Fortier
By-laws and Audit information

*Announcing - Wiley/Bugert Research Award
SHS Membership Counter Stamped Half Dollars

Founding Member/Membership Count
Liberty Seated Half Dollar Survey, San Francisco Bran@dhRéisillts to be in The Gobrecht Journal

*Feature Article: A Revi ew of Bi | | -BHalRoHatsbysDeriis lortisrt er | o f
Request for Articles, stories, and photodsg

Welcome Letter
The dream of a club for half dollar enthusiasts has becomg a re

and about Liberty Seated Half Dollars and those who collect them. The SHS réatlfstetdeywill be pub-

| i shed once every quarter in FebE-Gadrmedt MayepmetldUu

Welcome to the inaugural issué ¢ a | f th€mewsketyevof the Seated Half Society, a new cIuJI for
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Half Crazy - The Newsletter of the Seated Half Societylssue #1

The SHS is an association of dedicated Liberty Seated Half Dollar devotees and specialists. |y expe
ence at club tables around the country over the last thirteen years has taught me that of all the Liberty Seate
nominations, half dollars are the most widely collected within the Liberty Seated series.

The SHS is built a bit differently than traditional clubs. Thanks to the LSCC leadership, the negd for t
infrastructure associated with most clubs is not required here. The LSCC has generously loaned spdce on t
website and in this publication for the needs of the SHS. As such no dues will be required, and volurjteer le
ship will be at a minimum. Verne Pitman has volunteered to serve as ourfrssident, and myself, Denpis
Fortier will serve as President

In addition to membership in the LSCC, a significant collection of Liberty Seated Half Dollars i§ requir
for membership in the SHS. To be a bit more clear; high grade colleqtiotss @aerow requirement for
membership. What is required is a demonstrated passion for the series at whatever level your pockdt book .
A 100point system has been established to hopefully encompass many of the ways Liberty Seated Half Doll
are collected. Please see the club webpage for more details on the point system for membership.

Unlike the LSCC, which is open to everyone, membership in the SHS must be earned through buildin
significant collection of Liberty Seated Half Dollars. In years to come, it is hoped membership in the HS wi
looked upon as a numismatic accomplishment in the career of a Liberty Seated Half Dollar collector.

If you believe you qualify for membership, please contact Verne Pitman or myself to schedule an aud
your collection. All who qualify are welcome. We hope you will join our association and become a fdunding
member of the Seated Half Society.

Dennis Fortier Verne Pitman

Seated Half Society President  Vice-President

ricajun@msn.com vwpitman@gmail.com
* % % % %

By-laws and Audit information

The Seated Half SocietylBws may be found on the club webpage. Although lengthy, they modgtly
encompass the rules by which the point system for membership are governed.

The audit Excel program is available on the club webpage as well, and may be downloaded far prosp
tive members to sedlidit prior to applying for an official membership audit. This Excel program-isya date
date listing complete with the number of points for each date. WB numbers are to be used for more ghan on
marriage entry, and only one coin per WB numfber .

qualify.

Audits may be conducted physically, in person, or virtually through your PCGS/NGC Registry $Het.

(Continued on next page)



mailto:ricajun@msn.com
mailto:vwpitman@gmail.com

Pagel’ E-Gobrecht #202 - November 2021

Half Crazy - The Newsletter of the Seated Half Societylssue #1

The Wiley-Bugert Research Award

The Seated Half Society is proud to announce its new club award. TBagdfitdyesearch Award.

This award is for the best Liberty Seated Half Dollar research article of the year, as voted by the members. .

qualified articles from tl@@obrecht Journagdbrectand our own newslettérH a | f wilClre aonsjdéred.

Articles published beginning in 2022 will be considered for ThéBMjest Research Award. Articl@s
published in each year that meet this criteria will be listed in the February issue (beginnindHial2023)

Voting will be conducted by email in Febréararch of the following year, and the winner will be annourjced

at the ANA Convention in August of that following year.

Founding Member/ Membership count

Anyone joining the SHS prior to the end of 2022 will be considered a Founding Member of thejclub.
Certain well known numismatists that have, or have had, significant Liberty Seated Half Dollar collec§ons ha

been granted automatic membership in the SHS. Currently our membership count is 14.

SHS Membership CountetStamped Half Dollars

We want membership in the SHS to be not only a source of pride but fun too. In that spirit, wd are
instituting a membership courséaimp. Any SHS member that brings a low grade (common date) Seated half

dollar to club President Dennis Fortier can have it cesurited mped wi t h 0SHS, an t h
Additionally, if you have joined before the ¢gnd
in as well. Finally, if you own an 187&lf dollar, a star will also be stamped into the piece.

Be sure and bring it with you to shows and other gatheri
you might be asked to produc d om

(Continued on next page)
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Liberty Seated Half Dollar Survey
San Francisco Branch Mint

I n this monthds I ssue of the Gobrecht Jour|nal

Half Dollar, San Francisco Branch Mint Survey he has conducted throughout 2021. For the full survdy resul
there is still time to join the LSCC if you Have
A Review of Bi | | Bulge

OA Regi st&rLiobferit8§78eat ed /
By Dennis Fortier

In June of 2020, Bill Bugert waliblished his Register of 1& 8iberty Seated Half Dollars on the
LSCC website. From a forty year examination of all available information on exgexas8iffle that has

come to light, or been made available to Bugert (in auctions, dealer cases, and private collections) wgs docL
ed.

The 18785 is the undisputed key to the Liberty Seated Half dollar series. Bugert ideruriieshiéty
ci fic exampl es b y6 (6hBvih@boveltoy with defaited dimgnidstics and condition ¢f
each piece. Additionally, Bugert provides histories, auction records, and provenances as much as pgssible
each individual piece.

Up until now, such an example specific study has been reserved for grandiose rarities with jusf a han
of examples known. A far less cumbersome exercise for the numismatist and a playground of the righ.

-

Bugert also provides, a-s¢ea-glance chart of the number of examples in each grade, minting bagk-
ground information, certification numbers, detailed diagnostics common to the issue, as well as somdg knowl
of coins that have been ocracked outdé of TPG |hol
example are found on each individual exampl eds p
of quality depending on what was available for reference.

Found below is a passage from Bugertds Redi st
Half Dollars feel about this significant rarity.

oOwn i ng -Sehalf dali8r m&ny condition entitles you to informal membership of a very sq-
lect group of elite collectors. Few collectors have or now own an I&8alf dollar and, by owning one,
you set yourself apart from many others. Simply put, few are available, and they are expensive, ofte|

(Continued on next page)
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outside the financial resources of most collectors£ven some of the famous coin collections lacked an
1878S or had a low grade or problem coin. For example, Eric P. Newman did not have one, Andersqn
Dupont had a damaged coin, and it was missing from the Garrett Collection. All 183&alf dollar
owners | know are | mmensely proud to admit ttRey

No one can doubt Bugertdés devotion to the |[hal
every die marriage known to this important numismatist. A historical reference detailing every known examj
this significant key date must be taken serigusl
for every collector of the series, even if one never expects to actually own an example.

You can fi rmd ABiRlelg i-Bulgiel ¢orftsyl 8S/aBat ed Hal f Dol | a
http://Isccweb.org/BillBugertBooks/Bugert -1878S Half-Dollar-Register.pdf

Request for content

Any publication is only as good as the content it gets from its members. Articles, stories and ghotos :
welcome and encouraged. Please submit to this editor, Dennis Fadeua@ msn.com
(END)

(New Changes) E-Gobrecht Advertising Rates

Ads must include Liberty Seated coins and/or related material.
Rates are per monthly issue or with annual commitment, invoiced in advance.

1/2 Page: $65/issue (per single insertion)

1/2 Page: $50/issue (annual commitment)
Full page: $125/issue (10% discount for multiple page ads) (per single insertional)
Full page: $90/issue (10% discount for multiple page ads) (annual commitment)

(New) Classified Ads(Buy & Sell)
For member nondealers only, Liberty Seated related
$20 for up to 3 lines & up to two images
(lines are measured up to the length of a page, font size ~12)

Send Ad Artwork or Wording & Payment by the 25th of the month for the next issue
by directing inquires to Len Augsburger at:leonard_augsburger@hotmail.com
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The Curious Collector
by Len Augsburger, LSCC #1271

Pitter Patter About Patterns

Liberty Seated collectors tend to not discus
expensive, and no one is going to see cases full of pattern coins at a typical coin show. More typically you
piece here and there in dealer offerings, perhaps a small group if a dealer specializes in patterns, but such
ers are few and far between. Even if pattern coins are generally available, no one is quite sure how|to colls
t hem. ltds not | ike Whitman issues a coin fold

Some years ago | came on the idea of collecting one each of every major design type within the Se:
qguarter pattern series. ltds about seven or | ei
collection should contain at least one pattern coin. You can be sure that saying was made up by someone
had pattern pieces to sell. In any event, | bought the firstcoinfromaselE | ai med omar ket
series, a nice toner in PR66. | gave up on the series after a few failed attempts to acquire some of the toug
pieces, which exist in sinrdigit quantities. The PR66 got offered back to the dealer who sold it, and failed to
attract even a | owball offer. So much for oOmar
$100 I oss on it. I n my view the $100 represent

Today | own only a single pattern piece, al®b8ld 854 pattern cent that features the Liberty Seated
design. The workmanship is crude and represents an intermediate step in the die production process. Re
duced by a lathe from an 1854 dollar die, the die bears circular lathe marks that, in normal production, wou
be smoothed out. | enjoy the piece asacudosityo ever heard of a Liberty
were produced in order to test different alloys for coining, none of which were adopted, and the coiner was
more interested in testing different compositions than in producing neatly finished dies.

(Continued on next page)
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(Continued from previous page)

Another approach to patterns is to collect circulated pieces, which do occasionally show up from tim

to time. Recently Mark Borckardt shared with me animage afalend e O Paquet 6 pat

t el

1864. The Paquet designs arekmelvn, and an 1861 Paquet $20 (graded MS67 by PCGS and certified by

CAC) was sold by Heritage at this yeards ANA| fo
l ess, $1092.50, when sold in September 2003 py
told this will be in an upcoming Heritage sal e,
the most affordable example of this design type. The Heritage auction archives note a numipeicetllower
pattern pieces, includingan 186846 di me, evaluated as onet PR200
corroded. Il ndeed it is, and itds hard to appre

$411.25. This piece sold during the 2013 ANA convention.

John Frost has a micollection of
circulated patterns, including an 1875 2
J1407. Il tds easy
might have circulated at the time. Ho
closely do you look at your pocket cha
Could you pick out a random states qu
with a minor design modification? Like
not. Granted, we have a lot more diffe
designs in change today, but the point
that most users go by a quick look and
A coin |ike Johno .
right size, and the right picture of Liberty
that. John also has a couple circulatedawbpatterns, and, with copper coins, these are even less like
be looked over. Imagine accepting such a coin in a 19th century retail estabtistm@evas probably not
much light, and examining a coin that is dark to begin with would not be a terribly successful endeay

For those who have collected Liberty Seated patterns, feel free to reach out and share furthe
on the subject, and 1|61 be back next month

(END)
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Quarter of the Month
by Greg Johnson, LSCC #1460

Die Marriages of the 1841 -O Quarter

Collecting Liberty Seated quarters by die marriage is always challenging. The concerns ment
month about the oftepoor die condition, inconsistent strikes, and varying amount of detail even on ne

ioned |
wly

minted coins, especially early in the series, makes the effort especially difficult. And especially interesting!

some point between 10 and 15 years after | started assembling a die marriageQeajuaried41| con-

cluded that o0The Comprehensive Encyclopedia of |

eight of six existing die marriages. That was speculation, to be sure, as proof that somethexistibes
somewhere between elusive and impossible.

So, it was with surprise and great interest, that on an infrequent visit to eBay a few months ago, | spc
ted a coin that appeared to be diemarridge4 r om t he book. A coin for w
in more than 17 years of searching. A coin for which there was also only a single imagedé piege in
the book. It features a OBroken O6 mintmar k  whi
and the mintmark position indicated that this was indeed the elsheemarriage.

There is a scene in the movie ORaiders of |the
the |Iid to the crypt which holds the Ark of the
Achilles heel, he says with some dramatic effect
scene aslviewedthe 181 onl i ne and said, without any di scer
have to be Mint State?b6 For those who may not

18410 issue, in particular, usually connects difpue price tag to mint state coins that are not attractive, or

at the very least have limited eye appeal. The pricing also makes a die marriage set of mint state co

ins ari

lously resource intensive project. | prefer to fill the set with XF coins when they are available, but the fact is

you need to take what you can get for many of the examples.

Lamenting the cost, | ordered the coin and it appeared as scheduled a few days later. In hand and L

der magnification it became clear that the coin was not, in fadg, de marriage. It matched every single
diagnostic listed in the book for die marriaDe Except that | already had a nice exampléofQr so |
thought. Side by side comparison was convincing. These coins represent two different die marriage

S. The

are a few things to conclude: 1) the new acquisitioni®thd 3i st ed di e marri age 2
was3 i s a new, unlisted die marriage (not one of
the 4E die marriage.

The two coins discussed are pictured on the
right of centerdé, but one is more to the right t
centered (but partial) mintmark as shown in the book. Another diagnostic-idorthe8 t hat i1t/ i s
l'y struck on the eagleds |l eft thigh and |l eft |fe:é

shown in Figure 2, is perhaps the most completely realizgd g8dder | have seen. That is, it has com-
plete, strongly struck details, especially for a coin that grades Choice XF in terms of wear.

(Continued on next page)
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Figure 1- 18410 (Briggs 3-D)

Figure 2- 18410 Unlisted Die Marriage (newly discovered)

There is almost always something interesting to find among the New Orleans quarters!
So Happy Hunting! {Images courtesy of HA.com}

(END)




