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Foreword by Dennis Fortier

The 1993 pubComat edbe G&GLI deTh ebyRandy &iley and BlléBagere d
changed the world of Liberty Seated Half Dol l
groundbreaking for the time) 1988 Registerkdlf DollafvVarieties and Stla r i provides she anly
written reference for the series. dswand remains, however, a challenging tool to use in practice due to
some ambiguous descriptions and the absence of photoyvadpiisand Bugert leveraged years of
personal research, extensive reference collections and modern photography to exlatel apdn
Beistle, providing collectors greater access to the series through a readabte-asd essyence.

Bill Bugert changed Liberty Seated half dollar collecting yet again withhiR2009 st er o {
Seated Half Dollar Varieties, & gl@an Francisco Branch Mif8 183878 . Taking advantage of
additional years of research and further, significant advances in photography, Bill prepared an exhaus
and exquisitely detailed reference describing every known San Franaisty.dihi@landmark effort
was but the first in a series of volumes documenting San Francisco, Carson City, New Orleans, and nt
Philadelphia Liberty Seated Half Dollar die varieties.

Bi | | -gear pdssion foryLiberty Seated half dollars hastaedthim to assemble an expansive
reference collection ofer 1,50Qiberty Seated half dollars. However, the work presented here, and in a
vol umes of the Register, does not rely solely

passionate collectors, who generously loaned their coins for study, help form the basis of these author
volumes.Bill has also diligently, one might even say relentlessly, developed his skiltais a first
numismatic photographeh skill set, Wich when coupled with modern photographic technology, places
these Registers in a class by themselves.

Thisreferencé A Regi ster of Liberty Seated Half D
1873 No Arrowis the sixth in the series afdis (Registers) that, in aggregate, lists every presently knowr
LibertySeatedhalf dollar die variety. This Register, just as each previous reference in the series, has be
eagerly awaited by serious collectors of Liberty Seated halfRidllzdisted 217 die varieties for the
Philadelphia Mint during the years 1856 to 1873 No Arrows in this current volume. This brings the tote
number of die varieties |listed in the six vol
finished.One more volume is planned to complete the s@tiesseventh and final volume will document
Philadelphia issues from 1853 With Arrows to 1855, and 1873 With Arrows to 1891, an estimated 250
additional die varieties.

Bill has chosen to make this sieterence available in online format only, as the numismatic worlc
migrates increasingly in that direction. The five previous volumes are currently available in online form
free of chargen the Liberty Seated Collectors Club websit.lsccweb.orgThis sixth volume now
joins them. Though the entire book series is how available online, owners of printed editions of the firs
five volumes hold treasures that they value highly, not simply for the informatioedcaittain, but with
no more than 250 copies of any one volume hayv
right.

An unpretentious individual, Bill is reluctantly coming to terms with the legacy he has created fo
himself. He hasalbored for fourteen years (so far) at what many believed to be an impossible task. Tha
tasks moves nearer to completion with this si
industry standard and | have no doubt that the name of Bilbleetlong remembered by future
numismatists.

It is my good fortune to call Bill my very dear friend; a relationship that goes beyond numismatic
Through our shared passion for Liberty Seated half dollars Bill has mentored me in the nuanges of the
and is largely responsible for the numismatist that | am today. | am honored to write this foreword to h
work.

Dennis Fortier
Liberty Seated Collectors Club Vice President
Seated Half Society President


http://www.lsccweb.org/

Bill BuUgrewordo s

This Registelis thesixthin a series oevenplannedoookson the die marriages of Liberty Seatedf
dollars. Thecurrenty publishedvolumes on the Liberty Seated half dollar die marriages are listed with
summary information in the following table:

Volume Date Published Half Dollar Contents # Die Marriages
I May 2009 San Francisco 185S to 1878S 228
I July'\ggﬁ?;jolz qy|  Carson City 1876C to 1678CC fgo
[l June 2011 New Orleans 184® to 18530 NA 217
\Y November 2013 New Orleans 185® WA to 18610 207
V November 2016 Philadelphia Mint, 18394.852 172
VI June2022 Philadelphia Mint, 185873 NA 217

This Volumecontains informatiorfor the 217 half dollardie marriagestruckat thePhiladelphia

Mint from 1856 to 1873 No Arrows

In 1993, Randy Wiley and | finishethe Complete Guide to Liberty Seated Half Dollafhat
booklisted a finite and preetermined number of the most easily identifiable die varieties of the series.
Many other die varieties were known at the time oflipabon but were not included for various
reasons best discussed elsewhdit@s reqister is different and individually documents Liberty Seated
Philadelphighalf dollar die marriages of obverse, reverse, and collarfdres356to 1873 No Arrows
It is commonly misunderstood by many collectors and dealers that the Liberty Seated denominations
have been studied as extensively as the older copper and bust series, where the discovery of new die
marriages igrareevent This is far from reality.The older copper and bust series have been
extensively collected and exhaustively studied for many decades. The Liberty Seated series are far

behind in that respect and have a lot of catching up to do. | hope to help that along for the half dollars.

This Register does not include everything everyone wants to know Rbitadelphiavint
Liberty Seated half dollars. Specificallyg information is included on condition census (generally,
with the exception of a few dates and varietiggve little nterest in that) and there is no pricing
information (pricing information hdsmited value because it is too volatile and including it would
quickly outdate this reference). Alternativeljyaveincluded estimated rarity ratings and will leave
conditioncensus and valuations for others to study and to report.

It is no coincidence that the name of nthis
half dollar die varieties. His wontrovided me with my initial impetus to collect half dollars e d
marriagewhen | purchased copy ofhis bookin 1973in Augusta, GA | havestudied written, spoke,
and exhibited informatioabout ML Beistle extensively and have an admiration for his personal and
professional accomplishments.

Lastly, this publicabn could not have been possible without the cooperative efforts of Randy
Wiley. He and | have been studying the die marriages of these comgefdiourdecades and much of
the information we derived together is contained herein.

Thanks for taking the time to read this and | hope this Register finalseitsr your numismatic
interests

Bill Bugert
Gettysburg, PA
June2022
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Introduction

The purpose of this Register isdur-fold:

1 To document all the currently known Liberty Seatd half dollar die marriages produced at the
Philadelphia Mint from 1856to 1873 No Arrows

1 To assist the beginning or advanced Liberty Seated half dollar collector into expanding beyond
type, date, or date/mint collecting into die marriage collecting

1 To aid the casual collector or dealer with proper variety identification and othempertinent
information

1 To establish a standard nomenclature for the Liberty Seated half dollar die marriages.

At the time of publication, all knowh856to 1873 No ArrowsdatedLiberty SeatedPhiladelphia
Mint half dollardie marriages are documented irsttegister | haveincluded the key characteristics of
obverse and reverse die marriages so that you could readily identify your half dollar. It is important to
note that the mid 800 minting technology had advanced to a state that, in contrast tett&3p bust
style designs, the datei(h the exception of 1853855 Arrows half dollans and mintmarks were the
only design elements emplaced into the working dies used to mint coins. The other design elements
such as dentils, Liberty, stars, denomim@tlegend, motto, and eagle were all inwwking hub and,
consequently, have no variations when transferred to the working dies. These advancements, howeve
convenient for the minting process, vastly compound the difficulty in identifying chartickeeokthe
individual working diesand consequently, the die marriages. We must relyagations in the
placements of thdateand mintmarkand die imperfections for proper variety identification.

For ease of the r e aeé€adpbvedse and reverseldie harsajetwe d t o
pagesthis space limitation forced me to be selective on the die characteristics that | specified and
photographed. Consequently, | picked the die lines and cracks that | thought were most prevalent for
that varety and that could be easily identified using a qualégdheldlO-power magnifier and, for date
grid measurements, a-powerhandheldptical comparator. Make no mistake about it, a goed 10
power stereomicroscopeth a reticle is a worthwhile investmewhen studying and attributing
varieties of all denominatioret home | use the 3power setting on my stereo microscope to verify
attributions on coins of poor die diagnostics.

Excluding the Beistle numbesystem thais not used today, the current standard Liberty Seated
half dollar variety nomenclature is the WE)O0 series systenThis WB number, for WileyBugert, is
derived from the 1993 bookhe Complete Guide to Liberty Seated Half Dolldgmfortunately,and a
point of some confusion, many WB)0 numbers by design include more than one die marriage per
number because that book lists major varieties only. For exampl34066© WB-104 LargeMintmark
half dollar includecktightreverse dies This system is uniafactory for the serious half dollar variety
collector where a single number represents a single die marriage. This Register starts anew with
separate die marriages with \WBseries numbers.

It is very important taunderstandhat the die characteris photographed and/or described
herein may or may not be visible on your colie states, coin wear, toning, damage, etc. may affect
the visibility of these characteristics and, for those reasons, you may find some diagnostics on your ha
dollar that @& not listed in my descriptions. In many casésveincluded photographs of the latest die
state and may include comments of other die states. Coins grading below VG will not show most of th
die characteristiccshavedepicted simply because the kg diagnostics are worn away.
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Online version only. In discussing my plans with others before Mmumewas published,
some cokectors and dealers wanted atiros version while others wanted a useful physical metlia
chose thdormeras it is moreonvenient for use away from home

Seated Half Society.Inmypr evi ous Vo |ltuscmg desire that this raféremce A

creates sufficient interest in collecting by die
similar tof tNwuet A uusbto Hwhler e a requirement for men
varieties of the bust half dollar series) iw@ll-knownand popular clulg. |l am happy to re

LSCC Vice President and good friend Dennis Fortier has taken thatclggbe and f or med t he
Hal f S o cafteig wyiting, overZs iberty Seated half dollar enthusiasts joined the Society and
more are certainly to follow.

As | mentioned in my foreword know it will be a disappointment ®omebut | did not inclide
pricing informationgradeavailability, or valuations of the die varieties in this Register. In my
experience, that type of information is very quickly outdated and useless after a few months if not
updated. Collector interest atite market will dive most valuations The financial complexities of the
rare coin market are best left teeteconomists. As an alternative, | included initial rarity estimates.
Almost all the rarity numbers are my estimates based primarily on years of observatign and b
discussions with other knowledgeable individuals. | have a varying comfort level with many of the
dates; it will take years to properly associate a correct rarity numthea specific die marriage.

This bookdoes notnclude a tutorial on basic coawollecting, grading half dollars, or a lengthy
history behind the Liberty Seated series. | assume the reader has a basic understanding of these
numismatic topics; besides, many other references cover them in great detail and | will not duplicate the
efforts of others here. The following introductory sections contain a lot of background information
required to understand the variety attributions of the Liberty Séatédollar series. Please take
sufficient time to read and understand them before attempting to use this Register.

At this point, | think it appropriate to provid®me advicend encouragement to collectors of
die marriages of Liberty Seatédlf dollars. First, if you are looking to complete a die marriage set in a
few short years, look elsewhere. It will literally take many years of aggressive searching to fill all or
most of the holes. Even with the benefit of a thick wallet, many die marriages sgigear on the
market and when they do, are quickly snatched up by other serious collectors with similar goals. If you
bound your goal to collecting a few years, mints, or types, tregtaityet becomes easier to attain.
Otherwise, collecting athe diemarriages of all the dates is an expengmaarly impossibldifetime
commitment(e.g., there @over750 documenteanintmarked Liberty Seated half dollat®ng. |
know of only three collectors, including myself, with the stamina to attempt thi$ ead attest| have
spentnearly fourdecades collecting die marriages of thesédwllars However, it is a wonderful
pastime that has kept my interest for many years and provided many hours of enjoyment; it also helps to
have a supportive spousepartner. | wish you the same.

Lastly, as | mentioned imy Foreword, teseRegistes would not have been possible votitthe
efforts of my numismatic friend and colleague, Randy Wiley. He and | have been studying these half
dollars together since the early 1980s anchewe spent many hours together engrossed in determining
die diagnostics, counting reeds, taking noted,discussing new finds. His astute analytical collecting
techniques, motivation, and sheer determination are in a large part responsible for what is being
published herein. For that and for his friendship, | thank him.

4 A Register of Liberty Seatddalf Dollar Varieties, Volume Y, PhiladelphiaMint, 1856 to 1873 No Arrows



Abbreviations, Conventions, and Definitions of
Terms Used in this Book

It is very important to understand the terms used throughout this text so that my written descriptions
convey the proper meaning to you, the reader.

Libertyand LIBERTY . iLi bert yo i n | o wthefiguwresobMiss Liberty brethes r e f
obverse. ALI BERTYO in upper case | etters ref
obverse design.

Viewingacoin Of t en confusing if not clarified, the
conand referencing features from the viewpoint
example, when referring to the eagleds | eft c
NOT the eaglebds left clawd¢whight would be on

Star numbering. Obverse stars are counted clockwise starting with the first star on the lower left to the
thirteenth start at the lower right.

Measuring units. | opted for the U.S. standard of inches to measure date height, mintmadasize,
diameters of coins.

Photographs. With rare exceptions, | photographed all the coins listed in this Registaost all
images are not actual size but scaled to annotate various desired feabunescollectors may want to
reference date positions the dentils below the date instead of the date grid technique. Con$gquent
date position images include the lower dentils.

Date Grid measurements. See the detailed explanation elsewhere in this Register.

Device and device namingA device is he primary motif on the obverse and reverse die. For the
obverse, the primary device is the figure of Liberty while on the reverse, it is the eagle. Supporting
devices are also on the observe and reverse. See the supplemental diagrams and descriptions.

Die Variety versus Die Marriage. These terms, although different, are used almost interchangeably.
Die variety refers to a coin struck from dies and, irrespective ddtdiesall pieces from those dies

have the same characteristics. Die marriage refers to a coin struck from a combinationdod tires
obverse, reverse, and collar dies. The differences are subtle but they, as mentioned, are almost used
interchangeablylt is important to note that a die crack may help to identify a die variety but is a die
state and not a separate die variety or marriage.

EDS, MDS, LDS, VLDS. These aronyms are short for early ds¢ate, middle die state, late die state,
very late diestate and refer to a subjective progress of die deterioration.

K-1thruK-12.The abbreviation for a clockds hour hal
specifically around the outeircumferencef a coin.

Bill Bugert 5



Lines, Lumps, and Gouges. Theseterms are utilized when describing the various die diagnostics for

each variety. Aineon t he coin is raised and results from a
tool, andbr polishing of the dies. Aimpis a raised piece of metal on thercthat resulted from die

damage, rustind/orclashing of the diesGougesare also raised metal on a coin resulting from oddly

shaped heavier damage to the die. These three items are critical to differentiating dies and identifying

the key die charactestics.

Reverse olive leaf numbering systemReverse olive leaves are numberel "
1 thru 5 starting with 1 as the lowest olive leaf then numbering clockwis i
thru the uppermost leaf as #HNote: leaves 2 and 4 shawly partialy.

Reverse shieldine numbering system. Reverse vertical shield lines are designated atpimerically

with a letter designating a group of shield lines and a number referencing an individual vertical shield
line within that group. For example;Brefers to the third {3vertical line (counting from the left) in

the second grouping of shield lines (group B}2 €fers to the second shield line in the third grouping.
Possibilities include A thru F1 thru 3.

Enhanced die crack drawings On selected die marriagedave included enhanced die crack

diagrams. Prominent die cracks are hand drawn on low resolution printed photographs, scanned, and
inserted for the readers use. As these die cracks are handadrdwry hand is no longer optimally

steady they may not bexact andvill not beall inclusive of the die cracks found afi die states of the

dies they are representative of the major die cracks that may be found for that die marHage

enhanced die crack diagrams are meant to provide a quick visuehafend identification of specific
dies.

WB-#. Die marriages are designated with a WBWNB is an acronym for Wileugert. | gave much

thought to what numbering system to use in this reference. Randy Wiley and | usedGO\&&ies

numbering systerm our 1993 bookThe Complete Guide to Liberty Seated Half Dollafdthough

seemingly ideal, tould notuse that same system becaossyWB-100 series numbers used in our

1993 book includenultiple die marriages lumped under a single WB variety number. | wanted to have

a compact, easily remembered and referenced system that, for inventory and display purposes, could be
readily sorted on a computer. The V¥Bormat was the next best option andssdiherein. To aid the
readerandlongg i me col |l ector s, cr os s -100esériesrnemberease intlwledo ur f
for each die marriage.

Cross references.References of a spic die marriage to other publications gyeovided with each

vari etiesd descr i ptardieslisted iWNB nidy aVid efyera®wc &8i tl @ B u ¢
Complete Guide to Liberty Seated Half Dollars
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Philadelphia Mint Half Dollar D esign Types
1856 6 1873 No Arrows

There are only twanajordesign typesor 1856-1873 No ArrowsPhiladelphia Minthalf dollarsand they
aredetailed in the following table.

Major D esign Dates of

Type Design Type Design Characteristics

Introduced i 1842, the
letters was AWP@ . N\
increased to

No Motto, approximately
Large Letters 18561866 .080inchesin

Reverse height There

is no scroll or
motto above
the eaglebs head as in t
In 1866, he Mint added a scroll with themotto inscribed
Al N GOD
TRUSTO
between the oy
eaged s h e a8®
the legendo the :
old reverse
Master Die and
anewreverse
MasterDie. Thisadditionis the most significardesign
modification to occur during the entire span of the
Liberty Seated half dollar series.

With Motto,
Large Letters 18661873
Reverse

Minor Design Types. Of less importance when compared to the majeigddypes listed above, the
Liberty Seated half dollars of 188873 No Arrows do have minor differendéat are depictenh the
tables on thenextpages.

It is important to understarttie relationships of the hubs (positiveage$ and dies (negative
images) during the dignaking process. There are several orders effrdiking with hubs and dies. A
master hub is initially made from a design and includes the central device sucleagi¢her Liberty.

One or more master dies are made from the masteolwitich the dentils, legends, denominations,

and motto are impressed (which already had the central devices). The working hubpnaktintieary
finishing and then the working diead the date added with a logotype punch. From those working dies,
coins were minted.

Two reverseMasterDies were used during this period and they are easy to distirggiish
illustrated in the following table.
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18561873 No Arrows Philadelphia MintHalf Dollars

Circulation Strike Coins Only (Proof struck coins havevariancesfrom this table.)

| Reverse Master Die 2
1866 WB-3 thru WB -8 With Motto
1867 1873No Arrows With Motto

s

/

Reverse Master Die 1
18561865 No Motto
1866 WB-1, WB-2 With Moto

Chlpped dentll over (AME)R(ICA)
Reverse has 145 short, pointkehtils
RI connected
Letters bold

4~<

Complete dentils over (AME)R(ICA)
Reverse has 146 long, blunt dentils
Rl separate
Letters thin and delicate
|

Type 1work|ng hub

18581865

18561860

Type 2work|ng hub

See next page

Date quter Defective(O)F quter
Diel | C | B M Die 2

1856 T1

1857 T1

1858 T1, T2 | a

1859 T1,T2| a | a

1860 T1,T2 | a4 | a a

1861 T2 a a

1862 T2 a

1863 T2 a | a a

1864 T2 a a

1865 T2 a| a a
1866 WM a a a
1867WM a
1868WM a

Y 1869WM a
1 1870WM a

1871WM a
1872WM a
1873 NA 5

WM

Defective

(O)FA(MERICA)

(see chart at right
and next page

C=Complete serif on F
B=Broken serif on F
M=Missing serif on F

T1=Type 1 hub
T2=Type 2 hub
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Reverse hubs.In 1858 the Type 2 reverse hulvas introduced at the Philadelphia Migoth Type 1
and Type 2 major characteristics are displayed below for quick identification. (See summary table on
prewous page )

Type 1 reverse hufwhoto at leff. Previously, theype 1
hub was used on Liberty Seated half dollars and is readil
identified by the short base on the letter (HA)L(F) and the| Jz
lack of a lump along the e #

11 and WB13.)

Type 2 reverse hugphoto at righk. The Type 2 reverse is
easily identified by the long base on the letter (HA)L(F) a
a diagnostic | ump ¢

Different appearance of theType 2(O)F. The (O)F on the Type 2 hubbgdlf dollarworking dies

has three different appearances. The (O)F is hubbed onto the working dies but something happened
likely with the working hulatthe Mint to alter the appearances of the working dies. The images below
depict the three different appearancethef(O)F from the same hub. It is worth noting these
differences for die identification. Type 1 reverse (O)Fs have a complete(Sa&#.summary table on
previous page.)

(O)F Variances on Type Half Dollar Reverses

omplte eif Broken serif | . Missing serif
(serif repaired on the
working hub?)
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Naming C onventions: Obverse

Star 13

Thecentralobverse design includes the figure of scroll inscribed witithe wordLIBERTY ; her

the Goddess Liberty seated on a rock looking oveather hand grasps a pole surmounted by a pileus, a

her right (observer 06s Ilibestychpemisdmatia dof leedom. Thikestdyse r t vy |
wearing a Greek chiton, or loose fitting gown,  representing the thirteen original states, are spaced

with a clasp at her shoulder. Her neck, upper around the outer design from&to K-4. As with

chest, and arms are expe d . Li ber t alléaslysivercothage, the outermost design has
supports the Shield of the United States, a sign oéqually spaced design elements called dentils.

national preparedness, which is wrapped in a

10 A Register of Liberty Seatddalf Dollar Varieties, Volume V, PhiladelphiaMint, 1856to 1873 No Arrows



Naming C onventions: Reverse

Arrowheads

Olive leaves

Denomnation

Thecentralreverse design portrays an eaglewith( observer 6s right) cl aw.
wings displayed bearing the Shield of the United abbreviated HALF DOL. is below the eagle and
States on its chest. The eagle is clutching an olitke legend UNITED STATES OF AMERICA is

branch, which symbolizes peace, in its right above the eagle. Like the obverse, the outermost
(observerdos | eft) cl awlesgn libs dqiallysmceddesign @enents called
symbolizing preparedness fear, in its left dentils.

Bill Bugert 11



Date Grid Measurements

Unlike bust coinage, all Liberty Seatbalf dollars were struck from dies with most of the
designs (e.g., Libertgnd stars) impressed initially from a hub. Consequently, differentiating dies is
difficult at best and the die marriage collector must rely ondrbed die diagnostics. For the obverse
die, these diagnostics include die lines and cracks, die gougesashtenance remnants, and most
importantly, date placement. Dates were emplaced into the working die witkfiguri and
sometimes single digit logotypes and, therefore, obverse dies may have noticeable die placement
variations. Mastering a technigito define a date placement will facilitate a quick method of
identifying possible die varieties for a given date placement, espestaly no other diagnostics are
evident. Here is such a methathedategr i d measur ement (e. g., M3. 5, o
Thedategr i d i s based on the position of the dat et
position of the right vert i sheeldlinestagdesecorfdly,thbe 1 wi t
distance between the top of the 1 and the base of the Aogtiereomicroscope with a linear scale on a
reticule or an optical comparatoriteal for viewing and measuring the date placement. The
photograph below symbolically depicts a microsco
measuring positionThe shield lines are assigned an alphanumeric system whereby, the three center sets
of shield lines are L (left), M, (middle), and R (right) and the individual shield lines are 1, 2, 3 (4, 5 are
virtual shield lines equidistant in the large space betweeshield line sets)The date placement is the
real or virtual shield line (including a decimal increment between shield lines) where the reticle (aligned
adjacent to the right edge thie 1) intersects the bottonside shield edge. Increments okignify an
interpolation between two lines or virtual lines such that M2.5 is the seam between vertical stripes 2 and
3 while M3.5 is the right edge of vertical stripe 3, as belbwrthermore, the distance in inches
between the top of the 1 and the bottedge of the rock is the second component of thegtaie The
example below is of an 1840 half dollar with aetpr i d of M3.5, . 0300.
s Sl 8 i ,: '»"‘-‘.d
i e NG
¥ s 55 '
e v ’

o
&
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Be aware that date grid is not aschot meant to be an absolute identifier &specific obverse
die. Itis meely a tool for identifying amumericdate positiorfor possible obverse die identificatiomn
my experience, two experienced numismatists with the same equipment on tleeisamayproduce
two slightly different date grids. Measuring a date grid isatmsolute and | do not use it to positively
identify aspecificobverse die Many half dollars of different dies have the same dateagif]
addtionally, die statesféect a date grid's measurement
As a general rule, severe die wear or die polishitigcause the date distance measurement to
be greater and the date grid measurement to be further to the left (e.g., an early die state coin with a d
grid measurement of M3.5, .0300 may measure M
Identifying known die maiages bythedatgr i d al | ows comparison o
date placement, thereby narrowing down an unidentified obverse die to a limited number of known
varieties. In my experience, many date placements are similar for a given date buttaifietegh to
allow minute differentiation. Thiest below represents the dajad measurements for hypothetical half
dollars of a certain date:

Obverse | Dategrid
1 M3, . 00§
2 M3, . 0245
3 M3. 5,
4 M4, . 022
5 M4 . 5,

Whenencountering an unidentifiehalf dollar, measure the dagjed and compare it to the list of known
obverse dies for the same date. You should be able to identify it to one or two of the obverse dies. In
my photo example, the obverse die is closest verde 3. Further study of other die diagnostics may
confirm the identification.

Die states affect daggid measurements. Late die states with heavily polished or worn dies will
have different measurements than the same die of an earlier dies-stadxample, the distance
between the top of the 1 and the rock may be greater on the polished die thangbkshed die.
Consider this effect wimecomparing datgrid measurements.

The dategrid is a useful measurement to aid in identifying Lib&gated half dollar obverse
dies. Collectors of other Liberty Seated denominations utilize date placements in relation to dentils bu
believe this method is more accurate and useful for half dollars.

Bill Bugert 13



Edge Reeding and Collars

Often overlooked, the edgé aLiberty Seated half dollazontains reeds. Reeds were implanted with a
collar, the coinés third die, and were meant to
the edges of coins for profikVith the exception of somerrorcoins all Liberty Seatedhalf dollars have

reeds.

Reeded collars were heavy steel plates with a bore the size of the minted coin. A blank planchet
was placed in the bore and reeds were raised on
wereraised by the obverse and reverse dies.

Reeding on a coin was not standardiasdaollars where locally procuratiBranch Mintsor
made at the Philagighia Mint. Thispractice resulted in variances in numbers &iaihs of reeds on
half dollar edgesvhich isuseful information in counterfeit detection, authenticatéord determining
die emission sequenceblany collars can be distinguished by the number of reeds, reeding shape
(tapered, fluted, or squared), telltale vertical imperfections betvesels rhorizontal and vertical cracks
in collars, and double reeds (i.e., two reeds very close to each oitigin time and efforby an
interested numismatisan extensive study could be made of reeding.

The following table itemizes reed counts Ritladelphia MintLiberty Seatedhalf dollarsdated
1856to 1873 No Arrows The 145 reedollar is the most commonly usedring thistime period

18561873 No Arrows Circulation Strike
Half Dollar Diameters
Date 143 144 | 145] 146| 147] 148| 150] 151 | 152 153

1856 a | a

1857 3| a

1858 a | a

1859 i | a

1860 4| al a

1861 ] a | a a a | a
1862 i3] al a
1863 ] 3| a| a
1864 a
1865 i ala a 3
1866 a a i | a
1867 5 a a
1868 5 a
1869 i | a a
1870 i a ]
1871 3

1872 a

1873 No Arrows a | a

Note: Proof strike coinsf this periodtypically have 152 reeds and are not included in the table above.
Some circulation strike coins also have the 152 reed count.
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Counting Reeds

Periodically | hae been asked that if determining
reed count is so important, then how do you easily
count reeds? Randy Wiley and | have successfull
been using a simple technique for years; with it, |
have counted reeds on well 0000 Liberty

Seatedhalf dollars &ad many other denominations.

Counting reeds is actualfuite simple if you
understand the technique and have a few simple
tools. Simply remove the reflector from an
inexpensive flashlight, place the coin into the
reflector urer your stereo microscope, asldwly
rotate the reflector with the coin while viewing the
in-focus edge (i.ereeds) through the microscope
(see image at right)Start at an obviouaw (as
indicated in the imageall coins have them) and
count @lowd is best so that you can ignore
distractions) the reeds ugithe reticule of your scope keep track of your position; stop for breathers
at easily referenced places (e.g., nicks, lint, cracks in the agtitgr, Continue untilyou get to the
starting reed. You may have to initially dust the coin in the reflectdo keep it in focusdr the entire
counting sessionWith practice, you can easily and accurately count the reedscoin in about-3
minutes. Be areful with the reflector surfacethiey scratch easily and you may end up reptadi
more often than you likeOne more thingas you can probably telfpu can also photograph the edge of
the coin with this technique.

Emission Sequence

The die marriages @il dates are listed in ascending YWBorder per an estimated die emission
sequence order; the first number is the first minted die marriage to the highest number being the last
(usually the transitional die with the preceding or subsequent years). SFamtsidered to estimate this
die emission sequence include die wear, die abrasions, die defects, collar groupings, and use of
mintmark sizegfor the Branch Mt coins in the series)
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Philadelphia Mint Half Dollar Diameters

The gandard size of a half dollar diameter has The followingdiagramdepictssummary
been since 1839, and still is, 1.205 inchekave information for the diametexsf 424 Liberty
measured the diameter @fer2,000 half dollars  Seatedhalf dollars struck at th@hiladelphiaMint.
andonly afew have that exact diameter. Since thAs you can see, valugary considerably about
diameter of a coin is dictated by temeterof the standard size. The smallest diamet&s in
theopening in the collar and collars were procurei858 with the largest in 16b. 1861has aange
through various methods (local, procured from theenterednthe ¢andard. Theverylarge diameter
Philadelphia Mint, made thouse), there is no measurement in 1858 is a partial slanted collar
wonder that slight variations in half dollar sizes error.

can be found.

Philadelphia Mint Half Dollar
Diameters
1856- 1873 No Arrows

1.230
1.225
1.220
1.215
1.210
1.205
1.200

1.195
1854 1856 1858 1860 1862 1864 1866 1868 1870 1872 1874

Date

Diameter in inches
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Rarity Ratings

Included with the description of each die marriagearity values can lead to misrepresenting the rarity

is an estimated rarity rating. These ratings are of a die marriage by misquoting grade rarities

based on the Sheldon Rarity Scale as depicted irrather than overall rarities. Naturally, some grades

the following table. All rarity estimates are my are rarer than others, specificaligcirculated

own and are based on mgservations and, in coins, but | will leave that studynd

some instaces, educated guesses. Few varietiesacampanying ondition census listigsto others.

are rated F6 or abee, few are rated R, and

none are RL. | will be the first to admit that it Care must be exercised when trying to

will literally take yeardo establish more accurate r el at e a di e marri ageods

rarity ratings for each variety but | believe sho  direct correlation between value and rarity and

will rangeas Isted in theR-3 to R4 range trying to correlate the two would produce

misleading results. Some die magea are rare

Therarity rating | assigned to each die but not noteworthy enough to gahmeprominence

marriage is a singleumber, whichincludes coins enjoyed by some more popular rarities. Rarity is

of all grades In my experience, listing bgrade  only one factor in determining market value.

Rarity Estimated number of
Rating known pieces

R-8 1-3

R-7 4-12

R-6 13- 30

R-5 31-75

R-4 76- 200

R-3 201- 500

R-2 501- 1,250

R-1 1,251 or more

If you sumthe upper estimates of the known pieces for albitenarriagesistedin this Register

the totalpopulationof PhiladelphiaLiberty Seatedhalf dollars from 186to 1873 No Arrowsis
approximatelyl05000. | believe the actual number of survivors is closer to approximately 75,000
as shown by date in the table on next palj@s number equate® less tharyz of 1% of the

original mintagewhich is within the generally acceptable attrition estimates.
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Miscellaneous Information

Philadelphia Mint half dollars. The figure below depicts the mintagdse number of die
marriages foundand my estimate of the numhbmer datestill extantfor the Philadelphia Minthalf
dollars from1856 to 1873 No Arrows

1856-1873 No Arrows P-Mint Half Dollars

intage  m Number of Die Marriages W Estimated Surviviors

As shownin the graphthe half dollar mintage@n blue)varied dramatically from year to
year ranging fronapproximatel\253thousando 4.2 million, with early years having theeagatest
mintage

Circulating silver coinage Dur i ng most of the 1840s and for t
the U.S. had a fairly ample supply of circulating coinageis situation abruptly changed with the

discoveryof gold in Californiainl 8 4 8 . Gol d poured into the nat.
the gold to silver market ratio. By 1851, the rising value of silver rose to a point where a silver
coindés silver content was worth mor eeworthan t he

$1.03% in gold). Consequently, large numbers of U.S. silver coins, mainly quarters and half

dollars, were pulled from circulation, hoarded, melted, and/or exported for pEafiihage with the
exception of heavily worn U.&nd Mexican coins,-8ent pieces, and gold dollars essentially did
notcirculate Wi t h Congressd inactivity t o condtormsthe e t he
U.S. Mints,which were operating at a net loss in producing silver coins, redueedstlver

coinage output because it cost more than their face value to produce and, if released, they quickly
disappeared from commerc€onsequently, for a few years beginning in 1851, the half dollar

mintage wasniniscule

This situation changed fdoine better in 185%ith the Mint Act of 1853ut worsened again
with the onset of the AmeriogCivil War (186%:1865) Mid-1850s half dollar mintage was high
(see graph abovéut bythe middle ofLl862, when silver coinage had been slowly disappearing
from circulation since 1860, was now totally absent from daily commerce. Most of it was hoarded,
legally exportedo Europe to pay far h e U War suppdesor to CanadaWest Indies, and
South America for circulating coinager melted for bullioror silverware This situation remained
as suchuntil themid-late 1870s. Late 1860s and early 1870s half dollar mintagdawv primarily
because, once minted, did not circulaBg. 1873, large amounts of coinage were minted but these
generally did not circalte in theEastern or South U.SThi s resul ted in the ACr
thatcame after the 1873 No Arrows coinage
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Guatemala Hoard Coins.Walter Breehdiscusses a large cache of Liberty Seasdtidollars

known as the Guatemala Hoard (for the location of the find), and it is worth repeatingidisoat

1956 unidentified individuals discovered an immense hoard in Guatemala, reflecting mass wartime
(i.e., Civil War) shipments of coins as lbion. The Guéemala hoard coins are readily recognizable
They are dated between 1859 and 1865 Philadelphia, and between1860 afd rh®8boften
18611862 from either mint, ranging from VF to nearly mint statel deaned with baking soda or
some other abrasivelhere were many hundreds of each date, possibly a couple of thousand of
18611862. As there were not later date coins in the part of the hoard | saw (at New Netherlands
Coin Co., 1956), most likely the hoard was buried about 1865 or early 1866. tkéleewere no
1866'S NoMotto coins, or they were fished out beforehand; but | have seen none matching the
hoard coins."

Don Taxay also mentions the Guatemala Hoard with minor differences in the included coinage
dates: "Note: "p" mint half dkars ca. 1B9-1865 and "S" mint half dollars ca. 186% are now
relatively common in scrubbed unaedto a larg&suateméa find."

Whatever the exact dates and mints of the coinage, high circulated and mint state grade
cleaned coins of the early 1860s can be doiaday.

With Motto. The Coinage Act of April 22, 1864, allowed the Directotta Mint, with approval

of the Secretary of Treasury, to work the shape, motto, and devices of Atigrsminting of the

two cent coin on which twasporirayedtaictofiCohgre&OD WE T
passed on March 3, 1865, allowed the Mint Director, with the Secretary's approval, to place the
phrase on all gold and silvercorSonsequently, the motto Al N GOLC
a scroll on the reverse above¢ e a g | oktliealf dodlaa @t al.n 1866

Clash in reverse shield.Quite often | see references or get inquiries into a cud in tleesgev

shieldd Bwer righton Liberty Seated half dollars. Depicted at tbeerright, this anomaly is
actually a clash from the obverse dieec o0 i freld IsetweerL i b e r tagdéekowil seegoverlay
belowleft) and not a cud. Internal cuds on Liberty Seated half dollars are extremely rare and this
die clash mark should not be confused with them.

1Breen, WalterWalterBr eenés Compl et e Encycl op.€bdPress,lncfandS and
Doubleday, 1988.

2Taxay, DonThe Comprehensive Catalog and Encyclopedia of U.S. Odew York: Scott Publishing

Company, 1975.
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How To Attribute Your
Liberty Seated Half Dollar

Armed with the introductory and the die marriage information contained in this Register, most
PhiladelphiaMint Liberty Seatedalf dollarscan be readily attributed to a cect variety

nomenclature and WBumber. Date closep images are displayed at top of each die marriage
page because they are position dependent. Additional die diagnostic information and images are
contained for the obverse and reverse dies.

At a coin show, you will most likely bable to scrutinize a prospectiverpbaseo
determine a correct die marriage. Additionally, with advances in the internet, high speed data
downloads, and digital imaging technology, many auction house depict exbaleguality
images on their websitforupcoming auctions.

With a half dollar of an unknown varieily hand proceed through the following steps.
91 Obtain or estimate the dageid location. Compa this measurement to the dgtel
table contained for t helpoviderafw obdest de. Thi
possibilities and you can then check the mintmark position.
1 Refer your possibilities to each variety description and check the die diagnostics for your
coin against those listed for each die marriage.

With a closeup image dhalf dollar of an unknown varietyn the computer screée.g., from an
auction website), proceed through the following steps.
1 Estimate the date position of th@d the computer scredry using a straight edge such
as a piece of page. Compdhis measrement to the dagrid table contained for the
coinbés dat e. This measurement will provi
then check the mintmark position.
1 Refer your possibilities to each variety description and check the die diagriostosir
coin against those listed for each die marriage.

Both techniques work well. | have personally tested attribution technigtrea coin either
in hand or over the internet with the digital archives of a few well known auctions houses. In over
90 per cent of the coins or images checked, | was able to attribute the variety for a high grade (VF+)
Liberty Seatedhalf dollar. 1 hope you have similar successe
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1856

This date is the first year of the new weight standard and without arrows at the date. Itis an
unappreciated date and seemingly seldom available in problem free condition. 1856 has enough to
interest collectors such as raraelatarce repunched date die marriages as well as a very rare die

state.

With two reed counts, nindie marriagesire knowrfor 1856 circulation strike half dollars
as depicted in the tables below.

Mintage Number of Obverse| Reverse ng;l:(tjlcgloﬁ:]rtllge
9€ | 1856 DieMarriages Dies Dies K
nown
938,000 9 9 9 2
’ (145, 146)

Notched 1 in Date All 1856 half dollars have a notch in the lower right base of the 1. This

includes all the obverse dies used on all 1856 half dollars from all nithikadelphia, New
Orleans, and San Francisco. This feature is noticeable even on low grade cailse and$10G
and $20G coins of 1856 which used the same date punch.

In background, the dates and mintmarks for
the Liberty Seated series were punchedhdryd or
later, by a large screw, into the working dies at
Philadelphia (hence, the date and mintmark
placement variations). The dates were punched
using a date gangpunch consisting of between two
and four digits of the desired date on a punch
(There has &en some controversy over how many
digits were on a date gangpunch but that is a
subject of debate.). The number of individual date
gangpunches available for
unknown. Nevertheless, the punch used for 1856
had a defect in the shape afi@tch in the lower
right base of the 1 (ahown in the photograph at
left of an 1856P WB-6, Repunched 1). Logically,

a notch on the date punch should be visibly
apparent. Perhaps the notch was intentionally
affected as a signature of a mint employéée

will most likely never know but notched punches

are known on another Liberty Seated half dollar date (one die forQB48d on other series: early
Liberty Seated half dimes (s&wbrecht JournglVolume 27, Number 80, pages-39), 1820 bust
dimes, ad early capped bust half dollars for instance.

Here is a table of the number of 1856 obverse dies with and without the notch.

22

Half Dollar Obverse Dies

18561 P | 18561 O | 1856-S

Number diesith notch

9 12 5

Number diesvithout notch

None None None
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Date style In 1856, the Mint changed the style of the #afEhe date was slanted in 1855 as
shown below and the 5 is upright on 1856 half dollars.

2 &
Upright 5
6 slightly tilted to the right

Slanted 55

Upright digits

Notes.

1. The slanted date style is not currently known for 1856 half dollars. Circumstances exist that
one could exist but | have been searching for one for decades without success. | suspect it
may exist and, if so, would be extremely rare.

2. On some 1856 half dalrs, the lower loop of the 5 appears diffefiesbmetimes called
open versus closed 5s. | believe this is due to the force used to impress the date into the
working dies. Heavier impressions will result in closed while lighter impressions will result
in open 5. These are not separate date styles or logotypes as seen below.

Different style of the 5 Close scrutiny of the 5s in 1856 and 1857 reveals a slightly different style.
The images below (in order) depict the digit 5 in 1856, overlayed imadé5dfover 1856, and

the 1857. lItis very clear from the overlay that the digits have differences. Notably, the flag of the
5 is larger and the loop of the 5 is more open on the 1857. Additionally, the outside right loop of
the 5 is heavier on the 18&nd the lower loop is thinner.

3 For excellent reading and analyses on datékis era, see:
Krueger, Craig and John D. D a n-h 6 Ehés Numismatisjufie200R:&3B42S | ant 0
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1856 Date Positions
Most date positions are placed to the left with only two considered centered (M1, M2 alignment).

1856date grid quick reference table

Obversedie date grid | Die Marriage
L4. 5, 01 WB-9
L4. 5, 01 WB-7
L5, . 0 WB-1
L5, . 0] WB-2
L5, . 0] WB-3
L5.5, .01 WB-6
L5.5, .04 WB-5
M1, . 072 WB-8
M2, . 01 WB-4

1856 Die states Many 1856 dies were not completely finished dudiggpreparation. The field
below the leaves is often unfinished showing raised rough metal. Also, many die were clashed
during the minting process with evidence of clashing on both the obverse and reverse dies.

1856 Half Dollar Date Positions

Obversel WB-1
Splked 1

Obverse 6, WE
_Re unched 1

Obverse 7, Ovrs 8‘ E : =
Dramatically Repunched 6 Very Low Date Sé)lg\(/e%rjrelc%e\évﬁorth
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1856
Half Dollar
Obverse andReverse die
identification keys

1 | wB-1

2

3

4

of 1
Possible digit in rock suppor

Spiked 1, tine off upper right

above 56
Weak vertical die file lines in

field to the right of date
Date right, LDS: saw tooth

cuds obverse

Low date

Repunched 1

First 6 to right of 6

Very low date

56 repunched North
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Obv

Obv

Obv
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1856 Half Dollar Die Linkage Diagram

WB-1
Rev
A
WB-2
Rev
B Obv WB-7 Rev
7 G
WB-3 Rev
C WB-8 Rev
- H
WB-4
Rev
WB-9
D Obv Rev
9 I
WB-5
Rev
E
WB-6
Rev
F

A Register of Liberty Seatddalf Dollar Varieties, Volume Y, PhiladelphiaMint, 1856to 1873 No Arrows



1856
WB-1, Spi

ked 1

bverse 1

1 High datewith spiked 1 (t|ne from upper
right across from serif) (photo above ang
below). This tine was likely due to the sl Il
of the engraverds
preparation.

& e )

1 MDS-LDS: die cracks at ¥ along base o
dateto K-9 (See enhancedie crack
diagram on the next page.)

1 MDS only: clash lump on inside of
Libertydés right fo

Reverse A

No usable die diagnostics seen

Rim cud at K11 (photo ave) sa®nly on
high grade examples of this die
Clashins hi el d6s | ower

This is the only use of this obverse die and only use of this reverse die.

Date grid: L5, .090 145 reeds Typical diameter = 1.2 Rarity - 3
Drapery die state: Full | Foot support: Full | Dentils: Obverse: Full; Reversé Full to weak
Grade of coin depicted: AW5 Coin from the Bill Bugert Collection

Cross reference: WRBG0S. Version ISA.CS

Bill Bugert
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1856
WB-1, Spiked 1

.[(U

2 & T
L\s—_...__,/

A

S o ons i S

Obversel (enhanced die cracks in photo at

&

Reverse A
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1 Possible misplaced date punch in rock

support above the space between 56 (phi
1 MDS-LDS: die cracks at stars 1i3B (See
enhancedlie crack diagram on next page.
LDS: weak dentils

1
1 Weak stars 143 seen on some examples

this die marriage

ReverseB

‘ﬂ' EDS-MDS only: two die lines thru
(AM)ER(ICA) (photo)

B }
e [
s ' 2%
g ] 2

Selr
die |line

onl y:
wing to and onto olive leaf #3 (photo)
1 LDS: worn dentils and weak letters in the
legend especially AMERICA
9 Clashed multiple times

1 LDS

This is the only use of thisbverse die and only use of this reverse die.

Date gri d: |145reeds

Typical diameter = 110 0

Rarity - 3

Drapery die state: Full

Foot support: Full

Dentils: see narratives

Grade of coin depictedVS64, AU58, PCGS

MS60

Coins from the Randy Wiley Collectioand
Bill Bugert Collection

Cross reference: WHBO0L1.

Version ISA.CS

Bill Bugert
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1856
WB-2

i) e €Y LN <4
AL R N ST § 3
ORI

¢

Reverse B
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eerseC

All die states: crisscrossed die lines
bet ween the eagl eb
leaves (photo)

T EDS: wunfinished un
wing and under olivgphoto)

1 MDS-LDS: die cracks thru legen&¢e
enhancedlie crack diagram on the next
page.)

1 MDS-LDS: clash ingie lower right shield

1 Tiny tine from upperight across from serif
of the 1

thru 56 and in field right of daig@hoto)
T LDS: ' ight c¢cl ash ur
9 Die crack to left of dateSee enhancedie
crack diagram on the next page.)
This is the only use of this obverse die and only use of this reverse die.

Date grid: L5, .00 146 reeds Typical di ame Rarity - 3
Drapery die state: Full Foot support: Full Dentils: Obverse Full; Reverse Full
Grade of coin depicted: EDBU58 EDS coin from the Randy Wile@ollection
LDS: XF45 LDS coin from the Bill Bugert Collection
Cross reference: WRO1. Version ISA.CS
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Reverse C (enhanced die cracks in photo at right)
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1856

WB-4, LDS Sawtooth Cuds Obverse

Obverse4

1 Datehigh and rlght positioned the farthest rlght fc
this date(photo) T

1 LDS: two cuds in the shape
of saw teeth at rim thru
dentils by stars-B; die

cracks into field by dentils

and stars -B (photoat righ)

| D|e I|ne from pole near star 8

to rim above Libertyos
1 Heavy clash in field to the right of drapery
1 (See enhancatie crack diagram on the next page

4 x 1_[

T

'Die dlagnostlcs are Iacklng for th

ReverseD

reverse die but there is a small d
line above the (A)M(ERICA) neatr
the dentils (photo).
Weak clash belo
wing

Unfinished under the olesleaves

This is the only use of this obverse die and only use of this reverse die.
After decades of searching, | have owned only two and seen less than half dozen example
sawtooth cuds LDS. Others have been searching with little or no success.

Date grid: M2, . 0 ] 145reeds Typical diameter = 1.22D LDS Rarity- 7
Drapery die state: Full Foot support: Full Dentils: Obverse Full; Reverse Full
Grade of coin depictedXF45 ‘ Coin from the Bill Bugert Collection

Cross reference: WR01. |

Version ISA.CS

Bill Bugert
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1856
WB-4, LDS Sawtooth Cuds Obverse

3
x‘;_‘

o

Y
WE
148

5 Y )
e
(rx4piint

.l"]'J‘,J E" 3

250y

Reverse D
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_ Obverse5

1 Low date (phOtO.) Very hrgh grade coins
(AU+ to MS) have a weak lump near the
top of the upright of the 1.

1 There are two very weak die lines on this
die that will only be visible on mid to high
grade corns See below

i Weak die l i nes frorl
rock suppor(photo)

i Weak die line on the rock support above
(18)56 (photo)

ReverseE

1 Nousable die diagnostics seen

This is theonly use of this obverse die and only use of this reverse die.

Date grid: L5.5, .220 | 145reeds Typical di ame Rarity - 3

Drapery die state: Full Foot support: Full

Dentils: Obverse Full; Reverse Full

Grade of coin depictedXF45 Coin from the Bill Bugert Collection

Cross reference: WHBO01.

Version ISA.CS

Bill Bugert
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Reverse E
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1856
WB-6, Repunched 1

7 ReverseF

1 Prominent Iump from the upper serif of th
(STA)T(ES)(phob)

1 High date (photo) The serif of an earlier

punched 1 iprotruding from the left side o 1 Several very weak die lines diagonally

from the dentils thru STA(TES). These
will be visible only high grade examples
this die marriage.

1 MDS-LDS only: clash in shield lower
right.

1 Close up of the base of the 1 protruding
from the left upright of the prominent 1
(photo)

T LDS: heavy die cl as

This is the only use of this obverse die and only use ofdkierse die.
David Templin discovered this variety. In our 1993 bdblke Complete Guide to Liberty Seate

Half Dollars, we | i sted thB8ovmerety bhesecaaset i
aware of its exi st enpublicaton.| Manyjmaore havelsiecé lneeng
discovered and # is more realistic.
Date gri d: |145reeds Typical diameter = 1.99% Rarity - 4
Drapery die state: Full Foot support: Full Dentils: Obverse Full; Reverse Full
Grade of coirdepicted: PCGS AUSCAC ‘ Coins from the Bill Bugert Collectin
Cross reference: WRB02. | Version ISA.CS
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1856

WB-6, Repunched 1

Reverse F

38 A Register of Liberty Seatddalf Dollar Varieties, Volume V, PhiladelphiaMint, 1856 to 1873 No Arrows



1856
WB-7, Dramatically Repunched 6

Obverse?7 ReverseG

1 Many die lines thru the legend especially
STA(TES) and AMERICA (photand see

)l Datefar left (phot)W|th a promlnent early below)

6 to the right of the flnal 6 (photo below)

1 Most prominent die lines are above and
thru (UNI)TES S(TATES) (photo)

T Arching die | ine i1y
to her forearm (photo)

This is the only use of this obverse die and only use of this reverse die.

After many years of searching (Dick found it in 2002), I, and others, have been uriabkte¢o
one of these. |look at every advertised 1856 half dollar and every 1856 at coin shows
online and cannot locate one. | believe this variety is-udtra. To date, this example, as
known to me, is unique and | am hoping a few others wilbbed by lucky searchers.

Date grid: 14.5, .00 | 146 reeds Typical di ame Rarityi 8?
Drapery die state: Full Foot support: Full Dentils: Obverse Full; Reverse Full
Grade of coin depictedAU55 Coin from theDick Osburn CdEection

Cross reference: WaBnlisted

Gobrecht JournaWolume 29, Issue 86, page 10. Version ISA.CS
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