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Foreword

This reference is the fourth in a series of planned books on the die marriages of Liberty Seated Half
Dollars.

In May 2009, | published the first book, A Register of Liberty Seated Half Dollar Varieties, Volume
I, San Francisco Branch Mint. That book lists all (228) known die marriages of the Liberty Seated half
dollars of the San Francisco Branch Mint with extensive (almost 1,400) photographs, rarity ratings, and
background information.

In May 2010, | published the second book, A Register of Liberty Seated Half Dollar Varieties,
Volume II, Carson City Branch Mint. That book lists all (96) known die marriages of the Liberty Seated
half dollars of the Carson City Branch Mint with extensive (over 900) photographs, rarity ratings, and
background information. | published an updated second edition in July 2013; it included four new 1876-
CC die marriages as well as many other updates and new information.

In June 2011, | published the third book, A Register of Liberty Seated Half Dollar Varieties, Volume
111, New Orleans Branch Mint, 1840-O to 1853-O NA. That book lists all (217) die marriages of the
Liberty Seated half dollars of the New Orleans Branch Mint inclusive of 1840-O to 1853-O No Arrows
with extensive (almost 2,000) photographs, rarity ratings, and background information.

This reference contains similar information for the remaining die marriages (208) struck at the New
Orleans Branch Mint from 1853-O WA to 1861-O.

In 1993, Randy Wiley and I finished The Complete Guide to Liberty Seated Half Dollars. That
book listed a finite and pre-determined number of the most easily identifiable die varieties of the series.
Many other die varieties were known at the time of publication but were not included for various
reasons best discussed elsewhere. This register is different and individually documents Liberty Seated
New Orleans Half Dollar die marriages of obverse, reverse, and collar dies for 1853-O With Arrows and
Rays to 1861-O. It is commonly misunderstood by many collectors and dealers that the Liberty Seated
denominations have been studied as extensively as the older copper and bust series, where the discovery
of new die marriages is rare. This is far from reality. The older copper and bust series have been
extensively collected and exhaustively studied for many decades. The Liberty Seated series are far
behind in that respect and have a lot of catching up to do. I hope to help that along for the half dollars.

This Register does not include everything everyone wants to know about New Orleans Branch
Mint Liberty Seated half dollars. Specifically, no information is included on condition census
(generally, 1 have little interest in that) and there is no pricing information (pricing information has
limited value because it is too volatile and including it would quickly outdate this reference).
Alternatively, | have included estimated rarity ratings and will leave condition census and valuations for
others to study and to report.

It is no coincidence that the name of this Register is similar to ML Beistle’s 1929 reference on
half dollar die varieties. His work provided me with my initial impetus to collect half dollars by die
marriage. | have studied, written, and exhibited information about ML Beistle extensively and have an
admiration for his personal and professional accomplishments.

Lastly, this publication could not have been possible without the cooperative efforts of Randy
Wiley. He knows more about Liberty Seated Half Dollars than anyone | know. He and I have been
studying the die marriages of these coins for decades and much of the information we derived together is
contained herein.

Thanks for taking the time to read this and I hope this Register finds its way into your
numismatic library.

Bill Bugert
Gettysburg, PA
October 2013
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Introduction

The purpose of this Register is four-fold:

e To document all the currently known pre-Arrows Liberty Seated half dollar die marriages
produced at the New Orleans Branch Mint

e To assist the beginning or advanced Liberty Seated half dollar collector into expanding beyond
type, date, or date/mint collecting into die marriage collecting

e To aid the casual collector or dealer with proper variety identification and other pertinent
information

e To establish a standard nomenclature for the Liberty Seated half dollar die marriages.

At the time of publication, all known Arrows and post Arrows (1853-O WA to 1861-0) Liberty
Seated New Orleans Branch Mint half dollar die marriages are documented in this register. | have
included the key characteristics of obverse and reverse die marriages so that you could readily identify
your half dollar. It is important to note that the mid-1800 minting technology had advanced to a state
that, in contrast to the pre-1836 bust style designs, the date (with the exception of 1853-1855 Arrows
half dollars), and mintmarks were the only design elements emplaced into the working dies used to mint
coins. The other design elements such as dentils, Liberty, stars, denomination, legend, motto, and eagle
were all in the hub and, consequently, have no variations when transferred to the working dies. These
advancements, however convenient for the minting process, vastly compound the difficulty in
identifying characteristics of the individual working dies, and consequently, the die marriages. We must
rely on variations in the placements of the date and mintmark and die imperfections for proper variety
identification.

For case of the readers’ use, I desired to depict each obverse and reverse die marriage on two
pages; this space limitation forced me to be selective on the die characteristics that | specified and
photographed. Consequently, I picked the die lines and cracks that | thought were most prevalent for
that variety and that could be easily identified using a quality hand held 10-power magnifier and, for
date grid measurements, a 10-power hand held optical comparator. Make no mistake about it; a good 10
to 30-power stereomicroscope with a reticle is a worthwhile investment when studying and attributing
varieties of all denominations at home.

Excluding the Beistle number system that is not used today, the current standard Liberty Seated
Half Dollar variety nomenclature is the WB-100 series system. This WB number, for Wiley-Bugert, is
derived from the 1993 book, The Complete Guide to Liberty Seated Half Dollars. Unfortunately and a
point of some confusion, many WB-100 numbers by design include more than one die marriage per
number because that book lists major varieties only. For example, the 1840-O WB-104 Large Mintmark
half dollar included eight reverse dies. This system is unsatisfactory for the serious half dollar variety
collector where a single number represents a single die marriage. This Register starts anew with
separate die marriages with WB-X series numbers.

It is very important to note that the die characteristics photographed and/or described herein may
or may not be visible on your coin. Die states, coin wear, toning, damage, etc. may affect the visibility
of these characteristics and, for those reasons, you may find some diagnostics on your half dollar that are
not listed in my descriptions. In many cases, | have included photographs of the latest die state and may
include comments of other die states. Coins grading below VG will not show most of the die
characteristics I have depicted simply because the key die diagnostics are worn away.

In discussing my plans with others before this reference was published, some collectors and dealers
wanted an online version while others wanted a useful physical media. | chose the latter in a workbook
style three-ring binder and plastic spiral binding formats for easy desktop reference work and for
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portable operations at a coin show. | wanted a user to be able to quickly and easily pluck useful
attribution information from this Register. | believe this format accomplishes that. All too often, the
hardbound books in my numismatic library are too tightly bound, making page turning awkward and
potentially loosening the binding glue or breaking the binding’s back. I did not want my readers to
suffer this inconvenience especially when | wish my Register to be used often.

It is my desire that this reference creates sufficient interest in collecting by die marriage and
someday the “Seated Half Nut Club” (i.e., similar to the “Bust Half Nut Club” where a requirement for
membership is owning at least 100 different varieties of the bust half dollar series) is a well-known and
popular club.

I know it will be a disappointment to many, but I did not include pricing information, grade
availability, or valuations of the die varieties in this Register. In my experience, that type of information
is very quickly outdated and useless after a few months if not updated. Collector interest and the market
will drive most valuations. The financial complexities of the rare coin market are best left to the
economists. As an alternative, | included initial rarity estimates. Almost all the rarity numbers are my
estimates based primarily on years of observation and by discussions with other knowledgeable
individuals. I have a varying comfort level with many of the dates; it will take years to properly
associate a correct rarity number with a specific die marriage.

This book does not include a tutorial on basic coin collecting, grading half dollars, or a lengthy
history behind the Liberty Seated series. | assume the reader has a basic understanding of these
numismatic topics; besides, many other references cover them in great detail and | will not duplicate the
efforts of others here. The following introductory sections contain a lot of background information
required to understand the variety attributions of the Liberty Seated Half Dollar series. Please take
sufficient time to read and understand them before attempting to use this Register.

At this point, | think it appropriate to provide some advice and encouragement to collectors of
die marriages of Liberty Seated Half Dollars. First, if you are looking to complete a die marriage set in
a few short years, look elsewhere. It will literally take many years of aggressive searching to fill all or
most of the holes. Even with the benefit of a thick wallet, many die marriages seldom appear on the
market and when they do, are quickly snatched up by other serious collectors with similar goals. If you
bound your goal to collecting a few years, mints, or types, then the target becomes easier to attain.
Otherwise, collecting all the die marriages of all the dates is an expensive nearly impossible lifetime
commitment (e.g., there are 778 documented mintmarked Liberty Seated half dollars). | know of only
three collectors, including myself, with the stamina to attempt this and, I can attest, | have spent over
three decades collecting die marriages of these halves. However, it is a wonderful pastime that has kept
my interest for many years and provided many hours of enjoyment; it also helps to have a supportive
spouse or partner. | wish you the same.

Lastly, as | mentioned in the Foreword, this Register would not have been possible without the
efforts of my numismatic friend and colleague, Randy Wiley. He and | have been studying these half
dollars together since the early 1980’s and we’ve spent many hours together engrossed in determining
die diagnostics, counting reeds, taking notes, and discussing new finds. His astute analytical collecting
techniques, motivation, and sheer determination are in a large part responsible for what is being
published herein. For that and for his friendship, I thank him.
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Abbreviations, Conventions, and Definitions of
Terms Used in this Book

It is very important to understand the terms used throughout this text so that my written descriptions
convey the proper meaning to you, the reader.

Liberty and LIBERTY. “Liberty” in lower case letters refers to the figure of Miss Liberty on the
obverse. “LIBERTY” in upper case letters refers to the words LIBERTY found on the scroll of the
obverse design.

Viewing a coin. Often confusing if not clarified, the terms “right” and “left” are used when viewing a
coin and referencing features from the viewpoint of the observer’s right and left respectfully. For
example, when referring to the eagle’s left claw, the claw referred to is that on the viewer’s left and
NOT the eagle’s left claw (which would be on the observer’s right).

Star numbering. Obverse stars are counted clockwise starting with the first star on the lower left to the
thirteenth start at the lower right.

Measuring units. | opted for the U.S. standard of inches to measure date height, mintmark size, and
diameters of coins.

Photographs. Almost all images are not actual size but scaled to annotate various desired features. |
chose to establish a common arbitrary reference point for the mintmark on each die marriage; mintmark
positions are depicted relative to the flat topped upper edge of the letter F in HALF. Additionally, some
collectors may want to reference date positions to the dentils below the date instead of the date grid
technique. Consequently, date position images include the lower dentils.

Date Grid measurements. See the detailed explanation elsewhere in this Register.

Device and device naming. A device is the primary motif on the obverse and reverse die. For the
obverse, the primary device is the figure of Liberty while on the reverse, it is the eagle. Supporting
devices are also on the observe and reverse. See the supplemental diagrams and descriptions.

Die Variety versus Die Marriage. These terms, although different, are used almost interchangeably.
Die variety refers to a coin struck from dies and, irrespective of die states; all pieces from those dies
have the same characteristics. Die marriage refers to a coin struck from a combination of three dies; the
obverse, reverse, and collar dies. The differences are subtle but they, as mentioned, are almost used
interchangeably. It is important to note that a die crack may help to identify a die variety but is a die
state and not a separate die variety or marriage.

EDS, MDS, LDS, VLDS. These acronyms are short for early die state, middle die state, late die state,
very late die state and refer to a subjective progress of die deterioration.

K-1 thru K-12. The abbreviation for a clock’s hour hand position (i.e., 1 o’clock thru 12 o’clock)
specifically around the outer circumference of a coin.
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Lines, Lumps, and Gouges. These terms are utilized when describing the various die diagnostics for
each variety. A line on the coin is raised and results from a scratch, stray mark, slip of the engraver’s
tool, and/or polishing of the dies. A lump is a raised piece of metal on the coin that resulted from die
damage, rust, and/or clashing of the dies. Gouges are also raised metal on a coin resulting from oddly
shaped heavier damage to the die. These three items are critical to differentiating dies and identifying
the key die characteristics.

Reverse olive leaf numbering system. Reverse olive leaves are numbered
1 thru 5 starting with 1 as the lowest olive leaf then numbering clockwise 2
thru the uppermost leaf as #5. Note: leaves 2 and 4 show only partially.

Reverse shield line numbering system. Reverse vertical shield lines are designated alpha-numerically
with a letter designating a group of shield lines and a number referencing an individual vertical shield
line within that group. For example, B-3 refers to the third (3) vertical line (counting from the left) in
the second grouping of shield lines (group B). C-2 refers to the second shield line in the third grouping.
Possibilities include A thru F —1 thru 3.

Enhanced die crack drawings. On selected die marriages, I’ve included enhanced die crack diagrams.
Prominent die cracks are hand drawn on low resolution printed photographs, scanned, and inserted for
the readers use. As these die cracks are hand drawn and my hand is no longer optimally steady, they
may not be exact and will not be all inclusive of the die cracks found on all die states of the dies; they
are representative of the major die cracks that may be found for that die marriage. These enhanced die
crack diagrams are meant to provide a quick visual reference and identification of specific dies.

W-#. Die marriages for the date 1861-O are designated with a W-#; W is an acronym for (Randy)
Wiley. For this date, I digressed from the normal die marriage attribution nomenclature (i.e., WB-#) and
instead used Randy Wiley’s die marriage nomenclature (W-#). | do this to honor Randy and his efforts
and to maintain consistency with his published information and that already in use.

WB-#. Die marriages for the dates 1853-O to 1860-O are designated with a WB-#; WB is an acronym
for Wiley-Bugert. | gave much thought to what numbering system to use in this reference. Randy
Wiley and | used a WB-100 series numbering system in our 1993 book, The Complete Guide to Liberty
Seated Half Dollars. Although seemingly ideal, | could not use that same system because many WB-
100 series numbers used in our 1993 book include multiple die marriages lumped under a single WB
variety number. | wanted to have a compact, easily remembered and referenced system that, for
inventory and display purposes, could be readily sorted on a computer. The WB-# format was the next
best option and is used herein. To aid the reader and long-time collectors, cross references to our first
book’s WB-100 series numbers are included for each die marriage.

Cross references. References of a specific die marriage to other publications are provided with each

varieties’ description. WB is a reference to varieties listed in Randy Wiley and Bill Bugert’s The
Complete Guide to Liberty Seated Half Dollars.
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New Orleans Half Dollar Design Types

The Arrows and post Arrows New Orleans Liberty Seated Half Dollars were minted at the New Orleans
Branch Mint from 1853-0 to 1861-O. The major design types of New Orleans Half Dollars during this
period are detailed in the following table.

Major Design
Type

Dates of
Design Type

Design Characteristics

Arrows Obverse
Rays Reverse

1853 Only

Outfacing arrowheads were added at each side of the date
on the obverse and outstretching rays were added to the
reverse to signify, in accordance with the Mint Act of
1853, a half dollar planchet weight change from 206.25 to
192 grains. These design elements were likely added to
obverse and reverse temporary master dies to alleviate the
possibility of them being omitted from the working dies.

Arrows Obverse

1853-1855

Outfacing arrowheads were added at each side of the date
on the obverse to signify, in accordance with the Mint Act
of 1853, a half dollar planchet weight change from 206.25
to 192 grains. As with 1853, these design elements were
likely added to obverse and reverse temporary master dies
to alleviate the possibility of them being omitted from the
working dies.

Large Letters
Reverse

The reverse dies for

these Liberty Seated half dollars had large letters that were
approximately .080” inches in height.

1842-1860
Reverse Hub 1

/M The type 1 reverse is readily identified by
4w # ) the short base on the letter (HA)L(F) and

e the lack of a lump along the eagle’s left
7 leg (see image at left).

1860-1861
Reverse Hub 2

"I, The type 2 reverse is easily identified by the
. k/ long base on the letter (HA)L(F) and a

s diagr_lostic lump along the eagle’s left leg
7 (seeimage at left).
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Later New Orleans Date Logotype Sizes

There are significant variations in the size (height) of the date logotype punch used on the working dies
for Liberty Seated half dollars throughout the series. In the collecting community there is considerable
disparity regarding the identification/labeling of these differences. For 1853-O to 1861-O, only a minor
height difference exists for all dates except 1858, which has a noticeably larger date. The following
table lists and depicts typical date sizes for the New Orleans Liberty Seated Half Dollars (1853-O WA to

1861-0).
Medium Large Extra Large
076 - .086” 089 - .096” 098 - .102”
1859-O to 1861-O 1853-O to 1857-0
= o WA Va7 R

1.‘-,‘9““‘-'»};“ - .rf' ": >

4
e

s, ST

§ vl

Note: The Small Size Date Logotype punch (.056” - .064’) was used on half dollars dated 1840-O to
1842-0O and is described in Volume I11 of this Register.
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Naming Conventions: Obverse

Note: Arrows at date for 1853-1855 and 1873-1874 only.

The central obverse design includes the figure
of the Goddess Liberty seated on a rock looking
over her right (observer’s left) shoulder. Liberty
is wearing a Greek chiton, or loose fitting gown,
with a clasp at her shoulder. Her neck, upper
chest, and arms are exposed. Liberty’s hand
supports the Shield of the United States, a sign
of national preparedness, which is wrapped in a

scroll inscribed with the word LIBERTY:; her
other hand grasps a pole surmounted by a
pileus, a liberty cap emblematic of freedom.
Thirteen stars, representing the thirteen original
states, are spaced around the outer design from
K-8 to K-4. As with all early silver coinage, the
outermost design has equally spaced design
elements called dentils.
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Naming Conventions: Reverse

Note: Rays on 1853 only.

The central reverse design portrays an eagle
with wings displayed bearing the Shield of the
United States on its chest. The eagle is
clutching an olive branch, which symbolizes
peace, in its right (observer’s left) claw and
three arrows, symbolizing preparedness for war,

Bill Bugert

in its left (observer’s right) claw. The
denomination abbreviated HALF DOL. is below
the eagle and the legend UNITED STATES OF
AMERICA is above the eagle. Like the
obverse, the outermost design has equally
spaced design elements called dentils.



Date Grid Measurements

Unlike bust coinage, all Liberty Seated Half Dollars were struck from dies with most of the
designs (e.g., Liberty and stars) impressed initially from a hub. Consequently, differentiating dies is
difficult at best and the die marriage collector must rely on non-hubbed die diagnostics. For the obverse
die, these diagnostics include die lines and cracks, die gouges, die maintenance remnants, and most
importantly, date placement. Dates were emplaced into the working die with multi-figure and
sometimes single digit logotypes and, therefore, obverse dies may have noticeable die placement
variations. Mastering a technique to define a date placement will facilitate a quick method of
identifying possible die varieties for a given date placement, especially when no other diagnostics are
evident. Here is such a method: the date grid measurement (e.g., M3.5, .030”).

The date grid is based on the position of the date’s 1 and consists of two components: the
position of the right vertical edge of the 1 with relation to Liberty’s shield lines and, secondly, the
distance between the top of the 1 and the base of the rock. A stereomicroscope with a linear scale on a
reticule or an optical comparator is ideal for viewing and measuring the date placement. The
photograph below symbolically depicts a microscope’s reticle (vertical line) aligned in the correct
measuring position. The shield lines are assigned an alphanumeric system whereby, the three center sets
of shield lines are L (left), M, (middle), and R (right) and the individual shield lines are 1, 2, 3 (4, 5 are
virtual shield lines equidistant in the large space between the shield line sets). The date placement is the
real or virtual shield line (including a decimal increment between shield lines) where the reticle (aligned
adjacent to the right edge of the 1) intersects the bottom inside shield edge. Increments of .5 signify an
interpolation between two lines or virtual lines such that M2.5 is the seam between vertical stripes 2 and
3 while M3.5 is the right edge of vertical stripe 3, as below. Furthermore, the distance in inches
between the top of the 1 and the bottom edge of the rock is the second component of the date grid. The
example below is of an 1840 half dollar with a date grid of M3.5, .030.

2 RES AT L
¥ ELR } vy o e 2N TIRDRS
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Be aware that date grid is not and is not meant to be an absolute identifier for a specific obverse
die. Itis merely atool for identifying a numeric date position for possible obverse die identification. In
my experience, two experienced numismatists with the same equipment on the same coin may come up
with two slightly different date grids. Measuring a date grid is not absolute and I, therefore, do not use it
to positively identify a specific obverse die. Many half dollars of different dies have the same date grid
and, additionally, die states affect a date grid's measurement.

As a general rule, severe die wear or die polishing will cause the date distance measurement to
be greater and the date grid measurement to be further to the left (e.g., an early die state coin with a date
grid measurement of M3.5, .030” may measure M3, .032” in a later die state).

Identifying known die marriages by the date grid allows comparison of an unknown die variety’s
date placement, thereby narrowing down an unidentified obverse die to a limited number of known
varieties. In my experience, many date placements are similar for a given date but different enough to
allow minute differentiation. The list below represents the date grid measurements for hypothetical half
dollars of a certain date:

Obverse Date grid
1 M3 ,.008”
2 M3 ,.025”
3 M3.5,.028”
4 M4 | .022”
5 M4.5, .027”

When encountering an unidentified half dollar, measure the date grid and compare it to the list of known
obverse dies for the same date. You should be able to identify it to one or two of the obverse dies. In
my photo example, the obverse die is closest to obverse 3. Further study of other die diagnostics may
confirm the identification.

Die states affect date grid measurements. Late die states with heavily polished or worn dies will
have different measurements than the same die of an earlier dies state. For example, the distance
between the top of the 1 and the rock may be greater on the polished die than the non-polished die.
Consider this effect when comparing date grid measurements.

The date grid is a useful measurement to aid in identifying Liberty Seated half dollar obverse
dies. Collectors of other Liberty Seated denominations utilize date placements in relation to dentils but |
believe this method is more accurate and useful for half dollars.

Bill Bugert 11



Edge Reeding and Collars

Often overlooked, the edge of a coin contains reeds. Reeds were implanted with a collar, the coin’s
third die, and were meant to deter nefarious efforts to clandestinely remove silver from the edges of
coins for profit. All non-error Liberty Seated Half Dollars have reeds.

Reeded collars were heavy steel plates with a bore the size of the minted coin. A blank planchet
was placed in the bore and reeds were raised on the edge of the coin at the same time the coin’s designs
were raised by the obverse and reverse dies.

Reeding on a coin was not standardized. Collars were obtained by the Branch Mints through
various efforts including in-house manufacturing, local procurement, and from the Philadelphia Mint
and these practices resulted in variances in numbers and widths of reeds on half dollar edges.

Reed counts are useful information in counterfeit detection, authentication, and determining die
emission sequences.

The following table itemizes reed counts for New Orleans Liberty Seated half dollars dated
1853-0 WA to 1861-O.

Edge Reed Count
Date 140 | 141 | 142 | 143 | 144 | 145 | 146 | 147 | 148

1853-O Arrows and Rays
1854-O Arrows

1855-O Arrows

1856-0O

1857-0O

1858-0O

1859-0O

1860-O

1861-O

2|2 |22
2| 2|22
< | 2| <

<l |22 |2 |2
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New Orieans Branch Mint
1853-O0 WA to 1861-O
Half Dollar Mintmark Size

The New Orleans Branch Mint had working dies with one mintmark size: large. Mintmarks were added
to the working dies at Philadelphia most likely just before shipment to the Branch Mints; in this
situation, all dies for one specific shipment were probably lined up and the mintmark emplaced by the
same punch one after the other. A single punch with the letter “O” was hammered by hand into the
working die(s) to form the mintmark we see today; variances in the exact placement of the letter exists
from die to die and account for the slight differences in placement. In some instances, multiple blows
from a hammer were necessary to emplace the mintmark with a proper depth and appearance. If the
alignment of the punch varied between blows, repunched mintmarks consequently appeared.

All half dollars of this period have the same size mintmark, a large O. Few noticeable variations in the
placement of the mintmark are observed throughout these late date New Orleans half dollars. Generally,
they are centered below the crotch formed by the olive branch and the lower arrow feathers.

Mintmark Size Large
Height of mintmark \ .053 - .057”

Example photo

1853-O Arrows and Rays
1854-O Arrows
1855-O Arrows

1856-0O
1857-O
1858-0O
1859-O
1860-O
1861-O
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Counting Reeds

Periodically I’ve been asked that if determining
a reed count is so important, then how do you
easily count reeds. Randy Wiley and | have
successfully been using a simple technique for
years; with it, I have counted reeds on well over
2,000 Liberty Seated Half dollars and many
other smaller denominations.

Counting reeds is actually quite simple if
you understand the technique and have a few
simple tools. Simply remove the reflector from
an inexpensive flashlight, place the coin into the
reflector under your stereo microscope, and
slowly rotate the reflector with the coin while
viewing the in-focus edge (i.e., reeds) through
the microscope. Scratch a radial line in the
reflector as a starting point or start at an obvious

flaw (all coins have them) and count (aloud is
best so that you can ignore distractions) the
reeds using the reticule of your scope to keep
track of your position; stop for breathers at
easily referenced places (e.g., nicks, lint, cracks
in the collar, etc.). Continue until you get to the
starting reed. You may have to initially adjust
the coin in the reflector to keep it in focus for
the entire counting session. With practice, you
can easily and accurately count the reeds on a
coin in about 2-3 minutes. Be careful with the
reflector surfaces; they scratch easily and you
may end up replacing it more often than you
like. One more thing, you can also photograph
the edge of the coin with this technique.

Emission Sequence

The die marriages of all dates are listed in ascending WB-X / W-X order per an estimated die emission
sequence order; the first number is the first minted die marriage to the highest number being the last
(usually the transitional die with the preceding or subsequent years). Factors considered to estimate this
die emission sequence include die wear, die abrasions, die defects, collar groupings, and use of

mintmark sizes.
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New Orleans Half Dollar Diameters

The standard size of a half dollar diameter has
been since 1839, and still is, 1.205 inches. |
have measured the diameter of over 2,000 half
dollars and few have that exact diameter. Since
the diameter of a coin is dictated by the
diameter of the opening in the collar and collars
were procured through various methods (local,
procured from the Philadelphia Mint,
manufactured in-house), there is no wonder that
slight variations in half dollar sizes can be
found.

The following diagram depicts summary
information for the diameters of nearly 400 late
date Liberty Seated Half Dollars struck at the
New Orleans Branch Mint. As you can see,
values vary considerably about the standard size

with 1854-0 have the largest range. The
smallest diameter was in 1856 with the largest
in 1854. 1861-0 appears to have the smallest
range centered on the standard.

1854-0 may be a special case. In
measuring Mike Lloyd’s reference collection of
1854-0 half dollars, | determined that most of
his halves were slightly out of round. It was not
atypical for individual half dollars to have a
.018”difference in measurements on two
perpendicular axes. The likely cause of this was
poorly prepared collars. From studying the data
below, these collars may not have been used in
other years.

1.225

New Orleans Half Dollar Diameters

1.220

1.215

1.210

Diameter in inches

1.190

1.205 ‘
1.200 ; ! ‘ ‘ t
1.195 PS

1.185 | |

T T
1852 1853 1854 1855 1856 1857 1858 1859 1860 1861 1862

New Orleans Half Dollar Date

Bill Bugert
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Rarity Ratings

Included with the description of each die
marriage is an estimated rarity rating. These
ratings are based on the Sheldon Rarity Scale as
depicted in the following table. All rarity
estimates are my own and are based on my
observations and, in some instances, educated
guesses. Few varieties are rated R-6 or above,
few are rated R-2, and none are R-1. | will be
the first to admit that it will literally take years
to establish more accurate rarity ratings for each
variety but I believe most will range as listed in
the R-5 to R-3 range.

The rarity rating | assigned to each die
marriage is a single number, which includes
coins of all grades. In my experience, listing
by-grade rarity values can lead to

misrepresenting the rarity of a die marriage by
misquoting grade rarities rather than overall
rarities. Naturally, some grades are rarer than
others, specifically uncirculated coins, but I will
leave that study and accompanying condition
census listings to others.

Care must be exercised when trying to
relate a die marriage’s worth to rarity. There is
no direct correlation between value and rarity
and trying to correlate the two would produce
misleading results. Some die marriages are rare
but not noteworthy enough to gain the
prominence enjoyed by some more popular
rarities. Rarity is only one factor in determining
market value.

Rarity Estimated number of
Rating known pieces

R-8 1-3

R-7 4-12

R-6 13- 30

R-5 31-75

R-4 76 - 200

R-3 201 - 500

R-2 501 - 1,250

R-1 1,251 or more

If you sum the upper estimates of the known pieces for all the varieties listed in this Register, the
total population of New Orleans Liberty Seated half dollars from 1853-O WA to 1861-O is

approximately 110,000. This number equates to less than %2 of 1% of the original mintage, which is

within the generally acceptable attrition estimates.

16 A Register of Liberty Seated Half Dollar Varieties, Volume 1V, New Orleans Branch Mint, 1853-O WA to 1861-O



Miscellaneous Information

Device outlining. “Halos” can often be
found around the stars, digits in the date,
arrowheads, and often around the central
devices (see photo at right). Sometimes
unofficially called “Longacre doubling,”
a term coined by J.T. Stanton and
inappropriately applied by others to ‘ ' v
Liberty Seated coinage designed by Christian Gobrecht, |t is the doubllng often seen on coins
designed by James B. Longacre. This doubling is a secondary image of the design appearing on all
sides of a design element. Although various theories abound as to what caused this doubling, this
doubling is commonly found on half dollars of many dates and is not and should not be confused
with doubled dies and repunched dates. | believe this doubling was caused when the temporary
master die was heavily impressed with all the design elements such that a halo became part of the
temporary master die. Consequently, these halos transferred to the working hub, subsequent
working dies, and finally the half dollars themselves. Many early die state 1853-0O, 1854-0, and
1855-0 half dollars regardless of die marriage can be found with this halo characteristic and | do
not discuss this doubling characteristic with each die marriage.

Brief history of the New Orleans Branch Mint. The New Orleans, Louisiana Branch Mint was
authorized by an Act of the U.S. Congress on March 3, 1835 to accommodate the influx of the
metal from ore mines recently opened in the southern states.

The cornerstone for the New Orleans Branch Mint building was laid in September 1835 on
the site of the old demolished Fort St. Charles, one of the five forts surrounding the city. Coining
operations commenced at this facility on March 8, 1838 and the first coinage consisted of dimes.
Coinage continued with various interruptions under three flags until 1909 when it was used for
other purposes.

The Federal Government deeded the building to the state of Louisiana in 1966 upon which it
was renovated and now serves as the Louisiana State Museum.

Major U.S. Government actions affecting early New Orleans Coinage’. To further understand
New Orleans half dollar coinage, a macro examination of the variations in half dollar mintages is
necessary. The figure below depicts the mintages, the number of die marriages found, and my
estimate of the number still extant for the New Orleans half dollars from 1853-O WA to 1861-O.

Mew Orleans Branch Mint Half Dollars

7.500,000
5,000,000 —

2,500,000 ] ]

O = = L
1853-0 Wa 1854-0 1855-0 1856-0 1857-0 1858-0 1859-0 1860-0 1861-0

Mintage 1,328,000 5.240,000 3,688,000 2,658,000 818,000 7.294,000 2,834,000 1.290,000 2532633
Number Die Marriages 21 58 19 19 7 41 16 12 15
Estimated Survivors 6415 26,000 14,000 9575 3200 24,000 11,000 5.160 10,500

Half Dollars minted

! For details of this and other monetary history, see Carothers, Neil. Fractional Money. New York: John Wiley & Sons,
1930.
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As shown in the graph, the half dollar mintages varied dramatically from year to year
ranging from 0.8 million to 7.3 million. Various economic developments and, interestingly, Mint
procedures influenced these mintage figures.

Disappearance of silver coinage. During most of the 1840’s and for the first time in the
nation’s history, the U.S. had a fairly ample supply of circulating coinage. This situation abruptly
changed with the discovery of gold in California in 1848. Gold poured into the nation’s economy
thereby upsetting the gold to silver market ratio. By 1851, the rising value of silver rose to a point
where a silver coin’s silver content was worth more than the face value (e.qg., two silver half dollars
were worth $1.03%z in gold). Consequently, large numbers of U.S. silver coins, mainly quarters and
half dollars, were pulled from circulation, hoarded, melted, and/or exported for profit. Coinage with
the exception of heavily worn U.S. and Mexican coins, 3-cent pieces, and gold dollars essentially
did not circulate. With Congress’ inactivity to resolve the worsening chaotic retail trade conditions,
the U.S. Mints, which were operating at a net loss in producing silver coins, reduced their silver
coinage output because it cost more than their face value to produce and, if released, they quickly
disappeared from commerce. Consequently, for a few years beginning in 1851, the half dollar
mintage was miniscule. This situation changed for the better in 1853,

Mint Act of 1853. After almost two years of Congressional debate and delay, the President
signed into law the Mint Act on February 21, 1853, effective with amendments on April 1, 1853.
Among other provisions, the planchet weights of silver half dimes through half dollars were reduced
by almost 7 percent thereby making two half dollars worth about 97¢. Although in hindsight this
reduction percentage was far too small (only a 3 percent margin), the resulting coinage output
especially of quarters and half dollars was enough to flood commerce with silver coinage in a little
more than six months. There was an ample supply of circulating decimal denominations coinage.
The circulating coinage shortfall was temporarily eased for about eight years until the outbreak of
the American Civil War.

Director of the Mint James Ross Snowden’s silver purchases. For various reasons
including pressure from business owners who wanted an ample supply of silver coinage and the
lack of a redemption clause in the Mint Act of 1853 (whereby, legal tender could not be used to pay
for taxes or government debt), Director Snowden instituted an aggressive silver bullion purchase
program. He announced that the Mint would purchase all silver bullion at a set price (often much
higher than its value) in exchange for gold or silver coinage. This program was very successful;
purchased silver bullion was immediately converted into coinage and essentially forced onto the
public. Vast quantities of newly minted silver coinage flooded commerce and, in major Eastern
U.S. cities, the amount of silver coinage became a nuisance and was sometimes discounted. In late
1853, the minting of half dollars was suspended because there were too many. By mid-1854, there
was too much silver in circulation. This silver purchase program continued through the 1850’s and
accounts for the high half dollar mintage figures.

Coinage Act of 1857. This act, among other provisions, forbade the use of foreign coins as
legal tender and required a two-year redemption of foreign coinage from the nation’s commerce
(this was extended for another two years in 1859). Specifically, at a small profit to the redeemer,
mostly Spanish and Mexican silver (estimated by Director Snowden to be $3 million worth but
likely much higher) was redeemed for U.S. decimal gold, silver, or copper coinage. This effectively
removed the non-decimal fractional coinage from the American commerce by 1860 and likely
influenced the very high mintage of 1858 half dollars.
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How To Attribute Your
Liberty Seated Half Dollar

Armed with the introductory and the die marriage information contained in this Register, most New
Orleans Branch Mint Liberty Seated Halves can be readily attributed to a correct variety
nomenclature and WB- number. Date and mintmark close up images are displayed at top of each
die marriage page because they are position dependent. Additional die diagnostic information and
images are contained for the obverse and reverse dies.

At a coin show, you will most likely be able to scrutinize a prospective purchase to
determine a correct die marriage. Additionally, with advances in the internet, high speed data
downloads, and digital imaging technology, many auction house depict excellent quality images on
their website for upcoming auctions.

With a half dollar of an unknown variety in hand, proceed through the following steps.

Obtain or estimate the date grid location. Compare this measurement to the date grid table
contained for the coin’s date. This measurement will provide a few obverse die
possibilities and you can then check the mintmark position.

Match the mintmark position of your coin to the table contained for each date.

Finally, refer your possibilities to each variety description and check the die diagnostics for
your coin against those listed for each die marriage.

With a close-up image of half dollar of an unknown variety on the computer screen (e.g., from an
auction website), proceed through the following steps.

Estimate the date position of the 1 by using a straight edge such as a piece of page.
Compare this measurement to the date grid table contained for the coin’s date. This
measurement will provide a few obverse die possibilities and you can then check the
mintmark position.

Match the mintmark position of your coin to the table contained for each date.

Finally, refer your possibilities to each variety description and check the die diagnostics for
your coin against those listed for each die marriage.

Both techniques work well. | have personally tested attribution techniques with a coin either
in hand or over the internet with the digital archives of a few well known auctions houses. In over
90 per cent of the coins or images checked, | was able to attribute the variety for a high grade (VF+)
Liberty Seated Half Dollar. | hope you have similar successes.

Bill Bugert 19
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The New Orleans Branch Mint
Liberty Seated Half Dollar
Die Marriages
1853-0 WA to 1861-0O

Bill Bugert
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1853-O Arrows and Rays

This date is a unique type in the Liberty Seated half dollar series. 1853, including those from the
Philadelphia and New Orleans Branch Mints, is the only date in the entire series with arrowheads on
each side of the date and outstretching rays on the reverse die design. Hence, it is “supposedly” in
high demand for type sets and therefore appropriately priced at a premium. Although much scarcer
than its Philadelphia Mint date counterpart, both half dollars are similarly priced. Note my
cynicism for the type set demand; in all my years of collecting and researching this series, | have
met very few “type set” half dollar collectors and wonder if the hype over the arrowheads and rays
is not much more than that, commercial hype.

Twenty-one die marriages are known as depicted in the tables below.

Mintage Number of | Number of | Obverse | Reverse | Reed Counts
g Dies Marriages Dies Dies Known
Requested - - 5
1,328,000 Shipped - 17 11
Known 21 14 9 (141, 143)

Note: the die marriages and known dies in this table do not include the 1853-O No Arrows
and Rays half dollar.

Mint Act of 1853. With this law, the planchet weights of silver half dimes through half dollars
were reduced by almost 7 percent thereby making two half dollars worth about 97¢. The resulting
coinage output especially of quarters and half dollars was enough to flood commerce with silver
coinage in a little more than six months. The circulating coinage shortfall was temporarily eased for
about eight years until the outbreak of the American Civil War. To signify this half dollar weight
change from 206.25 grains to 192 grains, arrowheads were added at each side of the digits of the
date and outstretching rays from the center of the reverse were added for this year only. This is the
only date in the entire Liberty Seated half dollar series with rays on the reverse die design.

Date position. There is no
variation in the placement of the
date and arrowheads for this date
(see photo at right). To signify a
planchet weight reduction, |
believe the date and arrowheads
were punched into a temporary
master die to ensure the
arrowheads were on all subsequent
working dies. Accordingly, the

date position is L5, .010” and should be the same (within slight die state variations) for all 1853-O
Arrows and Rays half dollars.

[ o) VO

Bill Bugert 23



Device outlining. “Halos” can often be found around the stars, digits in the date, arrowheads, and
often around the central devices (see photo below). Sometlmes unofﬁc1ally called “Longacre
doubling,” a term coined by ] :

J.T. Stanton and
inappropriately applied by
others to Liberty Seated
coinage designed by
Christian Gobrecht, it is the
doubling often seen on coins
designed by James B.
Longacre. This doubling is a
secondary image of the design appearing on all sides of a design element. Although various
theories abound as to what caused this doubling, this doubling is commonly found on half dollars of
this date and is not and should not be confused with doubled dies and repunched dates. | believe
this doubling was caused when the temporary master die was heavily impressed with all the design
elements such that a halo became part of the temporary master die. Consequently, these halos
transferred to the working hub, subsequent working dies, and finally the half dollars themselves.
Most early die state 1853-Os regardless of die marriage can be found with this halo characteristic
and | do not discuss this doubling characteristic with each die marriage.

No drapery die state. With the exception of 1839 where it was a purposeful design change, nearly
every date in the Liberty half dollar series has at least one die with a die state without drapery from
the elbow. 1853-0 is no exception; a few 1853-0 obverses exist without drapery below Liberty’s
right elbow (see WB-12, WB-13, WB-14, and WB-16). The difference with 1853-O Arrows and
Rays is that | am not sure these die marriages without drapery exist in a die state with drapery. Itis
entirely likely the obverse dies without drapery rusted, were polished down to remove the rust, and
a reduced drapery was the unintentional consequence. Additional study is needed for this
characteristic.

Long and short rays. Some reverse dies have long rays that extend well under into the interior of
the reverse design while other dies have much shorter rays (see photos below). | believe this was
not an intentional design change but the shorter rays were merely a result of overzealous die
preparation and polishing before initial use and later resulted from die wear and polishing (e.g.,
reverse E on WB-13 is known with both long and short rays). No price premium should be
assigned to either; it is merely an interesting feature.

r/ £i7
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)
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18530 Long rays reverse 1853 O Short rays reverse
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Ray, no ray inside the mintmark. Some reverse dies have a vertical ray inside the mintmark
while others do not and have a “clean” interior mintmark. (see photos below). As with the
long/short rays, I believe this was not an intentional design change but the “clean” mintmarks were
merely a result of overzealous die preparation and polishing before initial use and later resulted
from die wear and polishing. No price premium should be assigned to either; it is merely an

interesting feature.

1853-O Arrows and Rays Half Dollar

MmtmarkPosMons

Reverse G, WB-16, 17

" Reverse H, WB-18

Reverse . WB-20, 21

Bill Bugert
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1853-0O Arrows and Rays Half Dollar Die Linkage Diagram
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1853-0
WB-1, Arrows and Rays

Obverse 1

=T

o Date(photo) “plked
upper rlght of the 1

J ES diagonal (E to SW)ie Ines from the
rock support to the top of date (photo)

e LDS: preminent die crck from rock n the
field below star 1 to rim (photo); others
1nclud1ng from L1berty s instep into field

o MDS LDS‘ radlal dle crack from dentll thru
the upper tips of star 11 into field (photo)
e Note heavily outlined stars and date

Reverse A

e LargeO mintmark (phEto), no ray inside the
~mintmark

e Twosmall lumps between the rays above
the eagle’s head (photo)

e C(Clash in shield’s lower right and beneath the
eagle’s right wing

This is the only use of this obverse die and first use of this reverse die. Sometimes identified as a
doubled obverse die variety, | believe the obverse is not a doubled die but has Longacre doubling.

Date grid: L5, .010” 143 reeds

‘ Typical diameter = 1.196” |

Rarity - 3

Drapery die state: Full

| Foot support: Full

| Dentils: Obverse - Full; Reverse - Full

Grade of coin depicted: EDS: VF30
LDS: XF40

EDS coin from the Randy Wiley Collection
LDS coin from the Bill Bugert Collection

Cross reference: WB-101 and GJ CV #1, page 303.

| Version 1.325
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1853-O

WB-1, Arrows and Rays

AP

””.{' Fa AR .",'-3;5‘4,
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Reverse A

Bill Bugert
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1853-0
WB-2, Arrows and Rays

Obverse 2

e Date Wlth “Splked 1 ;7 tlne to the upper right
of the 1 (photos above and below)

. Radlal dle crack from between dentlls at K-3
to star 12 into field (photo). LDS die crack
connects stars 11-13 to Liberty’s instep.

Two smaII Iumpsibetween the rays above
the eagle’s head (photo)

Strongdle crack from theupper Ieft serif of

Reverse A

'''''''

the UNIT(ED) to the dentil at left (photo).
Other weaker die cracks along the top of
letters (STA)TES)

Clash in shield’s lower right and beneath the
eagle’s right wing

This is the only use of this obverse die and second use of this reverse die.

Date grid: L35, .010” | Unknown reeds

| Typical diameter = Unknown”

Rarity - 4

Drapery die state: Full

| Foot support: Full to None

Dentils: Obverse - Full; Reverse - Full

Grade of coin depicted: PCGS MS64

Coin from the Gene Gardner Collection
Photos provided by Gene Gardner

Cross reference: WB-101.

Version 1.325
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Reverse A

Bill Bugert
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1853-0
WB-3, Arrows and Rays

Obverse3

e Date (photo) with die rack along the base of
the date and arrowheads

o Archrng dre crack from the cap thru stars 9-
13 (photo); radial die crack from dentil along
star 11 into ﬁeld towards leerty s drapery

o Rare VLDS: internal cud |n the freld to the
right of the Liberty’s drapery and another cud
forming between stars 11-12 (photo)

e | DS: weak dentils and weak foot support

Reverse A

3
e Large O mintmark (photo), no ray inside the
mintmark

e Two small Iumps between the rays above
the eagle’s head (photo)

e All examples seen: die cracks along the top
on UNITE(D) to the dentils on each end
(photo) and along the top of letters
(STA)TES

e Clash in shield’s lower right and beneath the
eagle’s right wing

This is the first use of this obverse die and third use of this reverse die.

Date grid: L5, .010” 143 reeds

Typical diameter = 1.207”

EDS to LDS Rarity - 3
VLDS (cud) Rarity - 6

Drapery die state: Full

| Foot support: Varies

| Dentils: Obverse - Varies; Reverse - Full

Grade of coin depicted: MDS: PCGS MS64
VLDS: XF45

MDS coin from the Randy Wiley Collection
VLDS coin from the Dick Osburn Collection

Cross reference: WB-101.

| Version 1.325
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Reverse A (enhanced die cracks in photo at righ
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1853-0
WB-4, Arrows and Rays

Obverse 4

Reverse A

e Date (phct); “spiked 1” with tine to the
upper right of the 1

e Large O intmark (hat, no ray inside the
intmark

o EDS-MDS: die lines 6eMeeﬁ cap and star 9
(photo) and diagonal (NE to SW) die lines
from the rock support to the top of date

similar to WB-1 (photo far above) e Two small Iumps between the rays above
the eagle’s head (photo). Note horizontal die
clash lines from obverse rock support along
tips of rays

e All die states:
radial die crack
from between
dentils below
the 1(853) to
rock support :
(photo at right) and another radial die crack
from dentil to star 12 into field (photo
below) other d|e cracks see next page.

o Die cracks along the top on UNITE(D) to
the dentils on each end and along the top of
letters (STA)TES; another from
(A)M(ERICA) to the dentils (photo)

e C(Clash in shield’s lower right, beneath the
eagle’s right wing, and multiple clashes
along the top edges of the rays

This is the only use of thls obverse die and fourth use of this reverse die.

Date grid: L5, .010” | 143 reeds | Typical diameter = 1.207” | Rarity - 3

Drapery die state: Full | Foot support: Full | Dentils: Obverse - Full; Reverse - Full

Grade of coin depicted: EDS - AU50 EDS coin from the Randy Wiley Collection
LDS - PCGS XF40 LDS coin from the Bill Bugert Collection

Cross reference: WB-101. | Version 1.325
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1853-O

o U

Reverse A (enhanced die cracks in photo at right)

Bill Bugert
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1853-0O
WB-5, Arrows and Rays, AMERICAI

Obverse 5

e Diagonal e I|n in the rock (photo)

e All examples seen: radial die crack from the
dentil thru star 10 into field towards the
drapery below Liberty’s elbow (photo)

e Die crack thru stars 3-5

Reverse B

e Large O mintmark (photo), no ray inside the
mintmark

e All die states seen: radial die crack along the
right side of the (AMERIC)A; hence, the
“AMERICAI” nickname (photo). | have not
seen this die without this die crack.

This is the only use of this obverse die and first use of this reverse die.

Date grid: L5, .010” | 143 reeds

| Typical diameter = 1.202” |

Rarity - 3

Drapery die state: Full

| Foot support: Full

Dentils: Obverse - Full; Reverse - Full

Grade of coin depicted: XF45

Coin from the Randy Wiley Collection

Cross reference: WB-101.

Version 1.325
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Obvese 5 (enhanced die cracks in photo at right)

Reverse B (nhanced die cracks in photo at right)
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1853-0O
WB-6, Arrows and Rays, AMERICAI

Obverse 6

e Date (phto)

o All examples seen dle crack from the dentll
at K-10 thru star 5 to Liberty’s left shoulder

(photo)
> D V o ]

o AII examples seen: die crack from the dentll
at K-4 thru star 13 into a “Y” both north and
south to Liberty’s right shin (photo)

Reverse B

Large O mintmark (photo), no ry inside the
mlntmark

All examples radlal die crack along the

right side of the (AMERIC)A (hence, the
“AMERICAI” nickname) now into the rays

. (photo)

Radial die crack from the dentil at K-7
between HA(LF) into the rays (photo); other
die cracks along the tips of the upper rays
and thru parts of the legend

Clash in shield’s lower right

This is the only use of this obverse die and second use of this reverse die.

Date grid: L5, .010” | 141 reeds | Typical diameter = 1.206” | Rarity - 3

Drapery die state: Full | Foot support: Full

Dentils: Obverse - Full; Reverse - Full

Grade of coin depicted: NGC XF45

Coin from the Bill Bugert Collection

Cross reference: WB-101 and Gobrecht Journal #68.

Version 1.325
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1853-0O
WB-7, Arrows and Rays, AMERICAI

Obverse 7 -

o Radial die crack from the dentil thru star 12
into field; another from the arch of the foot to
star 13 (photo); other die cracks from the

rock to star 1 and thru Liberty’s head

e LDS: radial die crack from dentil between
stars 2-3 into field to Liberty’s arm (photo)

All die states: radial die crack along the right
side of the (AMERIC)A (hence, the
“AMERICATI” nickname) into the rays and
arrohead (photo)

Pt
o

Other die cracks thru the denomination and
olive leaves (photo), legend, and
horizontally in the rays above the eagle’s
head

Clash in shield’s lower right

This is the only use of this obverse die and third use of this reverse die.

Date grid: L5,.010” | Unknown reeds

| Typical diameter = Unknown” |

Rarity - 3

Drapery die state: Weak

| Foot support: Full

Dentils: Obverse - Full; Reverse - Full

Grade of coin depicted: PCGS XF45

Coin from the Dick Osburn Collection

Cross reference: WB-101.

Version 1.325
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1853-0O
WB-8, Arrows and Rays, AMERICAI

Obverse

R f W

dentil at K-3 thru star 12 into field (photo);

another arching die crack from Liberty’s

head thru cap thru stars 9-13 to Liberty’s
instep (see next page)

i~ A

e LDS: clash from reverse rays in the field at
Liberty’s left hand (photo); another clash at
Liberty’s right elbow

Reverse

cud along the right side of the (AMERIC)A
(hence, the “AMERICAI” nickname) into
the rays and arrowheads (photo)

y e

LS \L (P o

Other die cracks thru the denomination
olive leaves (photo), legend, and
horizontally in the rays above the eagle’s
head

Clash in shield’s lower right

nd

This is the only use of this obverse die and fourth use of this reverse die.

Date grid: L5, .010” | 143 reeds | Typical diameter = 1.203” | Rarity - 3

Drapery die state: Full | Foot support: Full

Dentils: Obverse - Full; Reverse - Full

Grade of coin depicted: XF45

Coin from the Randy Wiley Collection

Cross reference: WB-101.

Version 1.325

42

A Register of Liberty Seated Half Dollar Varieties, Volume 1V, New Orleans Branch Mint, 1853-O WA to 1861-O




Bill Bugert 43



1853-0
WB-9, Arrows and Rays

Oberse 9

e Date (photo)

e Horizontal die I|ne along the top of 18(54)

o Short scattered d|e I|nes from the dentlls near
star 12 (photo above) and others above
Liberty’s head (EDS only) (photo below)

. Arching lines of raised tumps frem Liberty’s
head thru cap thru stars 9-13 to Liberty’s
instep 8 (see next page) similar to WB-8

Reverse C

Large O mintmark (photo), a single ray

‘inside the mintmark

D1e11ne on the edge of the eagle s left w1ng

Two-small Iumps be3|de the (H)A('LF)'
(photo)

This is the first use of this obverse die and first use of this reverse die.

Date grid: L5,.010” | 141 reeds | Typical diameter = 1.204” | Rarity - 3

Drapery die state: Full | Foot support: Full

Dentils: Obverse - Full; Reverse - Full

Grade of coin depicted: AU50

Coin from the Randy Wiley Collection

Cross reference: WB-101.

Version 1.325
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1853-0
WB-10, Arrows and Rays

Obverse 10

- e N \

Lumps on Liberty;s right calf (photo)i‘other

lumps throughout skirt
~-‘v.- T S S

- ~, ’/& <
LDS: radial die crack from dentil to star 12
(photo) and another die crack diagonally thru
the ribbon and rock support

Reverse C

e Large O mintmark (photo, a single ray

inside the mintmark

e The die line on the edge of the eagle’s left

wing visible on the previous use of this die
(WB-9) is not seen ere.

=

e Two small lumps beside the (H)A(LF)

e All examples seen: radial die crack from
dentil between (DO)L., to the lowest
arrowhead (photo)

e High grade coins: rim cud at K-9 to K-11

This is the first use of this obverse die and second use of this reverse die.

Date grid: L5, .010”

| 143 reeds

| Typical diameter = 1.202”

| Rarity - 3

Drapery die state: Partial

| Foot support: Full

Dentils: Obverse - Full; Reverse - Full

Grade of coin depicted: XF45

Coin from the Randy Wiley Collection

Cross reference: WB-101.

Version 1.325
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1853-0
WB-11, Arrows and Rays

|

> ’v:‘ :' :;-: . "E" " A \ e
n Liberty’s right calf (photo); other
~lumps throughout skirt

ALY

LT R (e !
ss:§ R SRS W g s
e LDS: radial die crack from dentil thru star 12
into right field (photo); another arching die
crack thru stars 10-13 to Liberty’s instep,
another diagonally thru the rock support,

ribbon, and rock to star 1

s

Reverse D

~

Horizontal die line between the olive stem
and eagle’s claws (photo)

LDS: die crack along arrowhead tips
Weak top of vertical shield lines A1-3lI
coins with this reverse have very short rays
below (STAT)ES OF A(MERICA).

This is the second use of this obverse die and first use of this reverse die.

Date grid: L5, .010” | 143 reeds | Typical diameter = 1.206” | Rarity - 3

Drapery die state: Partial | Foot support: Full

Dentils: Obverse - Full; Reverse - Full

Grade of coin depicted: XF45

Coin from the Randy Wiley Collection

Cross reference: WB-101.

Version 1.325
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1853-0O
WB-12, Arrows and Rays

o Date (p'hoto) tlny tine on the rlbght of the

e No discernible die diagnostics

Obverse 11

Reverse D

upright of the 1(853)

* No drapery below Liberty’s right elbow; I o Large O mintmark (photo), thin top O, no

have not seen this obverse with a drapery.

ray inside the mintmark

. Horlzontal dle I|ne between the olive stem
and eagle ] claws (photo) ,

o Radlal die crack from dentll at K 4 |nto fleld
right of the (AMERIC)A; other die cracks
along arrowhead tips, along base of legend
with a tiny cud along the O(F) (photo)
visible on examples of all grades

e \Weak top of vertical shield lines A1-3

This is the first use of this obverse die and third use of this reverse die.

Date grid: L5, .010” | 143 reeds | Typical diameter = 1.205” | Rarity - 3

Drapery die state: None | Foot support: Full | Dentils: Obverse - Full; Reverse - Full

Grade of coin depicted: AU50 Coin from the Randy Wiley Collection

Cross reference: WB-101. Version 1.325
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1853-0
WB-13, Arrows and Rays

Radial

Obverse 11

RNGL) N i e A
Date (photo), tiny tine on the right of the
upright of the 1(853)

No drapery below Liberty’s right elbow; I
have not seen this obverse with a drapery.
Sy = ‘a':\‘-\ k< T “' . .A A7 ] "-' |

die crack from dentil into field
between stars 2-3 (photo); other weaker die
cracks between stars 1-2, 5-6, Liberty’s head
to cap, and 10-12

. Long thin die lines in t

o All examls seen: die crack thru the

Reverse E

|7 : £ §;E \. :\\§ \ - -
he rays to the left of
and above the eagle’s beak (photo); other

. -
&~ - »
:4.‘\ :““ o g

denomination and olive leaves including a
small cud between (H)AL(F) (photo); a
radial die crack from the dentil at K-3 to the
(AMERIC)A

e LDS: outstretching rays are now shortened

from die wear and die maintenance

This is the second use of this obverse die and only use of this reverse die.

Date grid: L5, .010”

| 143 reeds

‘ Typical diameter = 1.204” |

Rarity - 3

Drapery die state: None

| Foot support: Full

Dentils: Obverse - Full; Reverse - Full

Grade of coin depicted: XF40

Coin from the Randy Wiley Collection

Cross reference: WB-101.

Version 1.325
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1853-0
WB-14, Arrows and Rays

Obverse 12 ,

Reve rse

e Large O mlntmark (photo) Wlth a thin upper
_ edge no ray inside the mlntmark )

. Dle hne in leerty s gown (photo) and a
small lump at the base of Liberty’s throat
(high grade coins only)

. Weak radlal die crack from the dentll above

(AMERIC)A and two small lumps in the

field below the (AMERIC)A (photo)
AT PN =

e LDS: radial die crack into field from dentil — ' : o |
between stars 12-13; die crack thru stars 12- | 4 | DS: die crack along the top of (é'lj ATE)S

13 towards Liberty’s foot (photo) OF to dentil above (A)M(ERICA) (photo)
* LDS: weak foot support _ e EDS: faint crossed die lines between (O)F
e VEDS: tine from the 1(854) to the adjacent A(MERICA)
arrowhead e Many rust lumps throughout reverse devices

e All examples seen: no drapery from Liberty’s
elbow and heavy clash lines in that area

This is the only use of this obverse die and first use of this reverse die.
A LDS example of this die marriage is known with a 15° clockwise reverse rotation.

Date grid: L5, .010” | 143 reeds | Typical diameter = 1.202” | Rarity - 3
Drapery die state: None | Foot support: Full | Dentils: Obverse - Full; Reverse - Full
Grade of coin depicted: EDS - AU58 EDS coin from the John Murison Collection
LDS - VG10 LDS coin from the Randy Wiley Collection
Cross reference: WB-101. | Version 1.325
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1853-0
WB-15, Arrows and Rays

| Obverse 9

AII examples seen: radlal dle crack from
between dentils between stars 10-11 into
field (photo); other heavier die cracks from
the rock support below Liberty’s right foot
thru aII stars the cap, and L1berty S head

Dlagonal d|e lines in the draper below
Liberty’s elbow (photo)

Reverse F

Large O mlntmark(photo) with a thin upper
edge no ray inside the mlntmark

Weak radlal dle crack from the dent I above
(AMERIC)A and two small lumps in the

fleld below the (AM ERIC)A (photo)

All die states: die crack along the top of

(STATE)S OF to dentil above
(A)M(ERICA) (photo); others die cracks
along the top of (ST)ATES

Many rust lumps throughout reverse devices
especially in the rays and on the eagle
Multiple clash marks in shield’s lower right

This is the second use of this obverse die and second use of this reverse die.

Date grid: LS, .010”

| Unknown reeds

| Typical diameter = Unknown |

Rarity - 4

Drapery die state: Full

| Foot support: Weak

Dentils: Obverse - Full; Reverse - Full

Grade of coin depicted: PCGS XF Details

Coin from the Bill Bugert Collection

Cross reference: WB-101.

Version 1.325
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1853-0
WB-16, Arrows and Rays

M‘

o Mltile“die I'umé on I:iberty on her chest
K (photo above) and in her sklrt (photo below)

e Radial die crack from dentil at K-3 thru star
12 into field (photo) and to star 11

e No drapery below Liberty’s right elbow; I
have not seen this obverse with a drapery
(see photo above).

Reverse G

Large O mintmark (photo), no ray inside the

mrntmark

Scattered Iumps' between olive Ieaves 12
and on oI|ve Ieaves 4 and 5 (photo)

Scattered Iumps in the feathers on the ‘
eagle’s left wing (photo)

Radial die crack from the dentil to the
(AMERIC)A (photo)

LDS: die cracks thru the olive leaves and
along the base of the denomination

This is the only use of this obverse die and first use of this reverse die.

Date grid: L5, .010” | 143 reeds

| Typical diameter = 1.200” |

Rarity - 3

Drapery die state: None

| Foot support: Full

Dentils: Obverse - Full; Reverse - Full

Grade of coin depicted: XF45

Coin from the Bill Bugert Collection

Cross reference: WB-101.

Version 1.325
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1853-

O

WB-17, Arrows and Rays

Representative photos from the obverse of WB-13 and reverse of WB-16

Obverse 11

o Date (photo) tlny tine on the rlght of the
upright of the 1(853)

e No drapery below Liberty’s right elbow; I

have not seen thls obverse with a drapery

o Radlal dle crack from dentll into f|eId
between stars 2-3 (photo); other weaker die
cracks between stars 1-2, 5-6, Liberty’s head
to cap, and 10-12

Reverse G

e LargeO mih‘tak (photo, no ray inside the

mmtmark

o Scattered Iumpsbetween ollve Ieaves 1-2
and on olive Ieaves 4 and 5 (photo)

e Scattered Iumps in the feathers on the
eagle’s left wing (photo)
A J

e Radial die crack from the dentil to the
(AMERIC)A (photo)

LDS: die cracks thru the olive leaves and along

the base of the denomination

This is the third use of this obverse die and second use of this reverse die.
Only on example of this die marriage has been seen:

ex-Bowers & Merena Frontenac Sale, 11/1991: 325
ex-Bowers & Merena Somerset Sale, 5/1992: 618 n

4 as EF45
ow PCGS XF40.

Date grid: LS, .010”

Unknown reeds | Typical diameter = Unknown | At least Rarity - 6

Drapery die state: Partial | Foot support: Full | Dentils: Obverse - Full; Reverse - Full

Grade of coin depicted: -

Cross reference: WB-101.

Version 1.325
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1853-0O
WB-18, Arrows and Rays, DDR

Obverse 14 Reverse H

[ ] . ~ |
e Large O mintmark (photo), a single ray
|n5|de the mlntmark

o Vertlcal d|e I|nes from the rock support and
multlple rust Iumps above the date (photo)

o All examples seen radlal die crack from the
dentil at K-4 thru the upper arrowhead into
the rays and the eagles right wing (photo)

o D|e I|nes in the drapery below leerty s
elbow (photo)

e Very rusty die; multiple rust lumps
throughout Liberty and in the field below the
rock support

o nghtly doubled reverse die: weak doubllng
on upper feathers of the eagle’s right wing
an don vertical shield lines (photo)

e Vertical die lines in the field above
(AM)ERI(CA)

e Very rusty die; multiple rust lumps
throughout the reverse

This is the first use of this obverse die and only use of this reverse die.

Date grid: L5, .010” | 143 reeds | Typical diameter = 1.205” | Rarity - 3
Drapery die state: Full | Foot support: Full | Dentils: Obverse - Full; Reverse - Full
Grade of coin depicted: XF45 Coin from the Bill Bugert Collection
Cross reference: WB-101. Version 1.325
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1853-0
WB-19, Arrows and Rays

elbow (photo)

rock support

. Veriic‘a die lines from the rck supeor')t and
multlple rust Iumps above the date (photo)

e Die lines in the drapery below Liberty’s

e Very rusty die; multiple rust lumps
throughout Liberty and in the field below the

Reverse D

TS S me—ry ue
e Large O mintmark (photo), thin top O, no
ray inside the mintmark

e Horizontal die line between the olive stem
and eagle S claws (photo)

o Radlal die crack from dentil at K-4 to a die
crack connecting the upper arrowhead and
(AMERIC)A

e Vertical die line in the rays to the left of
(AMERIC)A

This is the second use of this obverse die and second use of this reverse die.

Date grid: L5,.010” | Unknown reeds | Typical diameter = Unknown” | At least Rarity - 6

Drapery die state: Full

| Foot support: Full | Dentils: Obverse - Full; Reverse - Full

Grade of coin depicted: PCGS XF40 Coin from the Bill Bugert Collection

Cross reference: WB-101.

Version 1.325
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1853-0
WB-20, Arrows and Rays

Obverse 14

o Radlal die crack from the dentil at K-3 above
stars 12 into the field (photo)

e A few die lines from the rock support and
multiple rust Iumps'above the date

e Die lines in the drapery below leerty ]
elbow (photo)

e Very rusty die; multiple rust lumps
throughout Liberty and the rock support

Reverse |

Large O mintmark (photo), a single ray

) |n5|de the mintmark

A Verticl die line below (STAT)E(S) to rays

(photo); another weak die line along the
base of the UN(ITED)
17 % ¥ B

Radial die craick fro_m dentii to
(AM)E(RICA) (photo)

This is the third use of this obverse die and first use of this reverse die.

Date grid: L5, .010” | 143 reeds

| Typical diameter = 1.205” |

Rarity - 3

Drapery die state: Full

| Foot support: Full

Dentils: Obverse - Full; Reverse - Full

Grade of coin depicted: AU53

Coin from the Randy Wiley Collection

Cross reference: WB-101.

Version 1.325
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1853-0
WB-21, Arrows and Rays

Obverse 15

o,

e All examples seen: radial die crack from
dentil into field between stars 11-12 almost
to Liberty’s drapery below her elbow
(photo); another die crack from stars 10-11

e Heavy clash lines on Liberty’s lap, in the

drapery under her elbow, and under the pole

Re

b otk 5
e Large O mintmark (photo), a partial single
ray inside the mintmark

/s N

e Two radial die cracks: from dentil to
(AM)E(RICA) into the eagle’s right wing
into the rays to the eagle’s head above the
wing (photo above); another from the dentils
along the left side of the U(NITED) to the

e Die line from the upper riht serif of
(HAL)F into the rays (photo)

This is the only use of this obverse die and second use of this reverse die.

Date grid: L35, .010” | 143 reeds

| Typical diameter = 1.203” |

Rarity - 3

Drapery die state: Full

| Foot support: Full

Dentils: Obverse - Full; Reverse - Full

Grade of coin depicted: PCGS XF40

Coin from the Bill Bugert Collection

Cross reference: WB-101.

Version 1.325
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1854-0O

With a very high mintage of over 5 million pieces, almost anywhere you find Liberty Seated coins,
you will find 1854-0 half dollars. At almost every coin show or coin shop, you will find them. For
many years, | thought 1854-0 half dollars to be boring and uninteresting so I never bothered with
them. | was delighted when Mike Lloyd, a longtime friend and Liberty Seated Collectors Club
member-numismatist from Washington state, “discovered” them and decided to research the die
marriages for 1854-0; it saved Randy Wiley and | the grunt work for this date. Mike ultimately
self-published two editions of The Varieties of 1854 New Orleans Liberty Seated Half Dollars.
Mike tells his “story” here:

“I initially became interested in 1854-O half
dollars in the 1990s because | frequently encountered
coins with interesting die cracks or die breaks, yet
there was little information published on the subject.

| started accumulating interesting 1854-Os and
began to see similarities among coins. | decided to
see if | could make sense of the die marriages and
dramatically different die states. Fortunately, 1854-
Os were common then due to the high mintage and
[they were] available in virtually any grade at any
coin show, providing [me] a steady source of coins to
study.

Eventually, in 1998, | published my findings
as “The Varieties of 1854 New Orleans Liberty Seated
Half Dollars.

My interests drifted away from 1854-Os for
several years but due to a recent inquiry from Bill

Bugert, my interest has been rekindled and now | am a Mike Lloyd at the Bugert home in
regular pursuer of internet offerings. |1 am surprised Gettysburg, PA in April 2012.
and pleased to see that of the coins with sufficient ’

details to attribute | have been unable yet to identify any dies or die marriages unknown to me,
although I have found some late die states unknown to me.

1854-0s are still common so | expect to continue their study, hunting for that previously
unknown marriage or die.”

Mike graciously allowed me to borrow, intact, his complete reference collection of 1854-O
half dollars, numbering in excess of 300 pieces, for use in this register. Without his generosity, this
section of the book, and indeed this Register, would have been severely lacking; 1854-O half dollar
die marriages account for over one-quarter [58 of the 208] of all the late date New Orleans half
dollar die marriages. Many of his coins are depicted herein as representative samples of the die
marriages for 1854-Os and, for his assistance, 1 am deeply indebted and forever grateful.

In studying Mike’s reference collection, I gained a new perspective on this date and, at a talk
at the 2012 LSCC annual meeting at the Philadelphia ANA World’s Fair of Money, I declared this
date “my new favorite half dollar date.” Mike called my attention to all the die cracks, die states,
die marriages of 1854-O half dollars and I now share his enthusiasm. | hope that you will too.
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Fifty-eight die marriages are known as depicted in the tables below and detailed on the following
pages.

Mintage | Number of Dies Number of Obverse | Reverse | Reed Counts
g Die Marriages Dies Dies Known
Requested - 28* 22* 3
5,240,000 Shipped - 28* 6*
Known 58 41 29 (141, 143, 148)

Note * = Obviously from the numbers depicted here, the die shipment information, as Randy and |
researched in the U.S. National Archives, is incomplete. A more accurate number of dies on hand
for use at the New Orleans Branch Mint in 1854 is the record of the dies cancelled for 1854. This
number includes 55 obverse dies and 32 reverse dies.

Date style. As with 1853-0, arrows at the date were continued but not the rays on the reverse. To
comply with the Mint Act of 1853, the arrowheads were added at each side of the digits of the date
to signify a half dollar planchet weight change from 206.25 grains to 192 grains. This is the first
year of issue in the entire Liberty Seated half dollar series for the arrows only (no rays on the
reverse) on the obverse die design.

As with 1853-0 with Arrows and Rays,
there is no variation in the placement of the date &
and arrowheads for this date (see photo at right). ===
To signify the planchet weight reduction, | o
believe the date and arrowheads were punched
into a temporary master die to ensure the
arrowheads were on all 1854-O obverse :
working dies. Accordingly, the date position is M2, .010” and should be the same (within slight die
state variations) for all 1854-O Arrows half dollars.

Device outlining. This characteristic is common on 1854-0 half dollars. See “Miscellaneous
Information” section in the introduction to this Register for additional information.

Rarity of 1854-O half dollars. 1854-O half dollars are one of the most common dates in the
Liberty Seated half dollar series; as such, an accurate rarity rating for every die marriage is difficult.
My estimates are derived from the number of coins for each die marriage in Mike Lloyd’s reference
collection, other collections, and my personal observations over a number of years. With a very
high mintage of over 5 million pieces, almost anywhere you find Liberty Seated halves, you will
find 1854-0 half dollars. As | mentioned previously, at almost every coin show or coin shop, you
will find them. These halves do have an allure to them and if you spent some time studying the
multitude of die marriages, you may be attracted to them. Almost every die marriage has
dramatically cracked obverse and reverse dies and trying to find an example of each one will be a
demanding effort. Fortunately, 1854-O halves are relatively inexpensive and available and
ultimately, after decades of study and observations by the collector community, my initial rarity
rating for each die marriage may be more accurately documented.
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1854 O Half DoIIaerntmark Posmons

Reverse M, WB-26.27,28.29

h e-—--‘-'-a’ "‘4:
Reverse N, WB-30, 31, 32

Reverse O, WB‘33 34
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Reverse BB, WB 57

1854 __ Half Dollar Mlntmark Posmons (Cont’ld)

Reverse CC, WB-58

Bill Bugert
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1854-0O Half Dollar Die Linkage Diagram

WB-1

Obv Rev
1 ) A
WB-2

Rev
WB-3 B
Obv N
2
Obv WB-4
3
WB-5 Rev
C
Obv WB-6 Rev
4 \E
WB-7
Obv
5 WB-9
Obv WB8 /ey
6 E
WB-10

Obv
7 ) WB-11

v

P

e WB-12
8

WB-13

0;" )\ WB-I5

WB-15 Rev
G
s WB-16
11
17
Obv we
12
Obv WB-18 Rev
13 H
Obv \ WB-19
14
WB-20 Rev
I
@ WB-21 Rev
15 \i
e WB-22
16 ) WB-23
Oby WB-24 /I{; )
17 K
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1854-0 Half Dollar Die Linkage Diagram (Cont’d)

Obv

[
oo

WB-25 Rev
L

WB-26

WB-35

Rev
M
Gy WB-27
19
Obv WB-28
20
Oby WB-29
21
Obv wB-30 Rev
22 N
Obv WB-31
23
Obv WB-32
24
Obv Wi Rev
25 (0)
WB-34
Obv
26 WB-36

Bill Bugert

Obv Rev
27 P
WB-36
WB-37 Rev
Q
WB-38
Rev
R
Obv WB-39
28
Ob¥ WB-40
29
WB-41
Obv
30 WB-42
Obv W43 Rev
l S
WB-44
:" Obv Luiias /Rev
Oby WB-46
33

75



1854-O Half Dollar Die Linkage Diagram (Cont’d)

Obv WB-47 Rev
34 \[j
WB-48

Obv
35 WB-49
J

II ObV \

3 N WB-50

WB-51 Rev
w
Obv WBo2 Rev
36 X
WB-53 Rev
Y
Obv WB-54 Rev
37 \E
Oby WB-55
38

76 A Register of Liberty Seated Half Dollar Varieties, Volume IV, New Orleans Branch Mint, 1853-O WA to 1861-O

Obv
39

Obv
40

Obv
41

WB-56 Rev

AA

WB-57 Réx

BB

WB-58 e

CC

= Dotted outline indicates
that die used elsewhere



% D n § °
X ez | 58| 5~ 5< |28
1854-0 | 5. 88 SZ |58z §2 :¥0
- = — = wn —
23| 85|82 EE| € | £2|S<E
Obverse and Reverse | 2 Sg | S 25| 2 | 32 |28=
die identificationkeys | S | A< | 8| &< 22588
[¢] o= S o
x ¥ < ®
A B C D E F G
Rust lumpson Liberty | 1 | WB-1 | WB-2
Bridged baseground 2 WB-3 | WB-5
Raised lump in
Liberty’s lap 3 wWB-4
Rust lump above
Liberty’s lap 4 WB-6
Radial die crack thru
the right arrowhead ° WB-7 | WB-9
Die crack at K-2 near
star 10 6 WB-8
Rust lump in the tip of
the shield 7 WB-10 | WB-11
Die cracks thru all stars | 8 WB-12
Die cracks thru all stars | 9 WB-13 | WB-15
Rust lumps on Liberty | 10 WB-14
Radial die crack at K-3 11 WB-16
along star 12
Die line above 18(54) | 12 WB-17
o = =
2 = 2 b L=
S02| 2 | Eu |Eis
1854'0 X n o @ o] | o0
: szl 2 | g< | €23
Obverse and Reverse die 5 'gf gl > | ET =3¢
identification keys (Continued) |3t 2| 2 2 |8%2
H [ J K
Lump on Liberty’s left shoulder 13 | WB-18
Die cracks thru stars 1-7 14 | WB-19 | WB-20
Parallel die lines under Liberty’s chin 15 WB-21
Die lines above UNIT(E)D 16 WB-22 | WB-23
EDS uncracked; LDS large cracks at K-7 | 17 WB-24
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£ B, | £ £
= S =T = 2 2%
1854-0O s | €3 |z8 | €2 |35 | g0 |E5~
Obverse and z 20 |3238 25 | ST £ S
Reverse die = 29 %2% g2 | 5|37 |SE%
: e 5 oS5 |§2 co | 22| 2 | >
identification keys 8 =% | R > | 8% | E3
. - S o = P =3
(Continued) g = = =
L M N O P Q R
No identifiable die | ;0 | \vB.o5 | WB-26
diagnostics
No identifiable die | 4 WB-27
diagnostics
Radial die crack
between stars 12-13 | 20 WB-28
Radial die crack thru
star 4 to Liberty 21 WB-29
Radial die crack thru
(18)5(4) 22 WB-30
Vertical die line thru
(185)4 23 WB-31
Die crack is thru 24 WB-32
stars 4-7
Radial die crack thru | WB-33
star 11
Scattered die lines
thru the (1)854 | 20 WB-34 | WB-36
Scattered die
lines/crud thru the 27 WB-35 | WB-37 | WB-38
date
Crisscrossed die lines
in the date; radial die | 28 WB-39
crack at star 12
Radial die crack at
K-4 below star 13 29 WE=20
Die lines above the
185(4) 30 WB-41
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(5} @ (5}
= 2 ) = 2 £
2 8 | x3| gu|2Ey 35| x5
1854-0O £Es 33| o | 8<|E2% S22 | Eo
X8 | EW| So| o |¥<zg 2% | $&
Obverse and SL | ep | 2% B7|E08 35 | 29
Reverse die 28 |22 55| 50 |aFs| B3| 55
- . g - - [ — ~—~~ o — = o — —
identificationkeys | 2= | 5= | 88| 82 5% Sg | B2
- — @ O~ j———
(Continued) S g < 518 8
o o
S T U V W X Y
Radial die crack
thru star 11 30 | WB-42
Radial die crack
along the (1)8(54) | o+ | WB-43 | WB-44
Die lines thru star 8
and cap; radial die | 32 WB-45 WB-50
crack thru star 6
Die c_rack around 33 WB-46
the circumference
Die crack under
Liberty’s chin 34 WB-47
Lump in the rock
support to the left of | 35 WB-48 | WB-49 | WB-51
the skirt loop
Die lines thru the
date and arrowhead | 20 WB-52 | WB-53
~ )
o £ 2 2
S O 8o | S x 0
1854-0O Sx | 2o | ££ | RO
.. e L. o 2 | So | 5E
Obverse and Reverse die identification | 55 § Z | 52| g2
keys (Continued) 2L | £ S x
© © © QL
14 2 o =
V4 AA BB CC
EDS: die lines above the right arrowhead. LDS:
radial die crack between stars 1-2 37 | WB-54
Die lines thru date; die crack thru stars 9-13 38 | WB-55
Die line from the rim to Liberty’s head 39 WB-56
Die cracks thru the right arrowhead into the 40 WB-57
rock support
Die lines from the rock into the shield’s left side | 41 WB-58
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1854-O
WB-1, Arrows

Obverse 1 _

e Date. PreV|oust identified as a trlpled
obverse with the prominent doubling on the
date, in a very rare EDS (photo) the obverse
die is correctly identified as with quadruple
machine doubling and should not be
confused with a trlpled die.

o All d|e states rust Iumps on leertyv ‘
promlnently on sklrt above the ankle (photo)

e LDS: die cracks thru left arrowhead thru rock
support to rock (photo); others thru stars 10-
13, along base of date, and from rim to star 1

) Reverse A

e Large O mintmark (photo) t||t|ng slightly to

o All examples seen: radial d|e crack from \rlm
at K-8 thru upper olive leaf tips into field
. _‘under Ieft Wlng (photo)

e LDS: other die cracks thru Iegend arrow
heads, and denomination (photo)

e LDS: clash in shield’s lower right

e No usable die diagnostics seen other than
die cracks

This is the first use of this obverse die and only use of this reverse die. Mostly to explain the
machine doubling, Mike Lloyd dedicates four pages to this die marriage in his reference.

Date grid: M2, .010” 143 reeds

Typical diameter = 1.206”

Rarity - 2

Drapery die state: Full Foot support: Full

Dentils: Obverse: - Full; Reverse - Full

Grade of coin depicted: EDS: VF25
LDS: AU53

EDS coin from the Bill Bugert Collection
LDS coin from the Mike Lloyd Collection

Cross reference: WB-101, Lloyd-101, Besitle-5D, and

Gobrecht Journal # 35.

Version 1.325
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1854-O
WB-2, Arrows

- Obverse 1

Most machlne doubllng seen on the previous
use of this die is now polished and/or worn

All die states rust Iumps on leerty
promlnently on sklrt above the ankle (photo)

All die states: die cracks thru left arrowhead
thru rock support to rock now a spider-web
of cracks between 1 and left arrowhead
(photo)

Other die cracks thru stars 1-2, thru, along
base of date, thru right foot, and stars 10-13
VLDS: small cud at K-4

Reverse B

EDS to MDS: die lines above(UNIT)ED
(photo) that are not found on LDS cc coms

All die states: die lines above (AM)E(RICA)
(photo)
Clash in shield’s lower right

This is the second use of this obverse die and first u

se of this reverse die.

Date grid: M2, .010” 143 reeds

Typical diameter = 1.210”

Rarity - 3

Drapery die state: Partial Foot support: Weak

Dentils: Obverse: - Full; Reverse - Full

Grade of coin depicted: EDS: XF40
LDS: AU55

EDS coin from the Mike Lloyd Collection
LDS coin from the Randy Wiley Collection

Cross reference: WB-101, Lloyd-102.

Version 1.325
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Reverse B
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1854-0O
WB-3, Arrows

Obverse 2 |

e EDS coins onIy dlagonal (NW to SE) dle
Imes thru (18)54 (photo)

e Rock supbbrt connected to the ‘ri(Mi'ke
Lloyd calls this feature “bridged
baseground”) at K-7 (photo) and K-4.

e All but EDS coins: two distinct die cracks
from rim to upper tip of rock (photo above)
and from rim into field between stars 10-11
(photo‘ below)

) gradlng VF Qr hlgher A

Reverse B

Large O mintmark (photo)

The die lines above (AM)E(RICA) seen in
the previous use of this die are visible only
on EDS coins.

EDS coms uncracked MDS to LDS coins:
die cracked thru (UNITE)D ST(ATES)
(photo above) and along the base of the
denomination forming a rim cud below
(HAL)F D(OL) in VLDS coins (photo
below); another die crack from rim to thru
the tip of olive leaf #2. The rim cud on
VLDS coins will only be visible on coins

e T

Clash in shield’s lower right

ThISIS the flrst useof th| obverse die and second use of this reverse die.
This die marriage is the most common of the 1854-O half dollars.

Date grid: M2, .010”

143 reeds

Typical diameter = 1.211”

Rarity - 1

Drapery die state: Full Foot support: Full

Dentils: Obverse: - Full; Reverse - Full

Grade of coin depicted: XF40

Coin from the Mike Lloyd Collection

Cross reference: WB-101, Lloyd-103.

Version 1.325
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1854-O
WB-3, Arrows

Reverse B (enhanced die cracks in photo at right) |
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1854-0O
WB-4, Arrows

| Obverse3 B

e All examples seen but likely MDS to LDS
coins only: die crack from Liberty’s arch
thru stars 13-9 to cap

e VLDS: radial die crack from dentil thru star
11 into field towards Liberty’s drapery o
(photo)

Reverse B

The rim cud below (HAL)F D(OL) seen on
VLDS coins of the previous use of this die is
found on all coins of this die marriage
(photo). The rim cud will only be visible on
coins grading VF or higher. The die cracks
along the base of the denominations are now
much more advanced than on the previous use
of this die.

LDS: a faint die crack s visible f?b the
upper right wing tip into the field below the
A(MERICA) (photo)

This is the only use of this obverse die and third use of this reverse die.

Date grid: M2,.010” 143 reeds Typical diameter = 1.206” Rarity - 3

Drapery die state: Full Foot support: Full

Dentils: Obverse: - Full; Reverse - Full

Grade of coin depicted: PCGS XF40

Coin from the Bill Bugert Collection

Cross reference: WB-101, Lloyd-104.

Version 1.325
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1854-0O
WB-5, Arrows

Obverse 2

e Date (photo)

e Rock support connected to the rim (Mike
Lloyd calls this feature “bridged
baseground”) at K-7 and K 4 (see WB-3).

o Slnce they appear on the flrst use of this die,
all examples of this die marriage will have
two distinct die cracks from rim to upper tip
of rock (photo above) and from rim into field
between stars 10-11 (phot& below)

e Clash mark in f|eId to the rlght of the drapery
below Liberty’s elbow

Reverse C

D1ag0nal (NW to SE) die lines under eagle S
left wing (photo above left) and nearly
vertical die lines under right wing (photo
above right)

Weak die crack along the top of letters
(AME)RICA

This is the second use of this obverse die and only use of this reverse die.

Date grid: M2,.010”

143 reeds

Typical diameter = 1.207”

Rarity - 3

Drapery die state: Full Foot support: Full

Dentils: Obverse: - Weak; Reverse - Full

Grade of coin depicted: VF35

Coin from the Bill Bugert Collection

Cross reference: WB-101, Lloyd-105.

Version 1.325
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Reverse C (enhanced die cracks in photo at right)
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1854-0O
WB-6, Arrows

Obverse 4

Rusf lufﬁf) above leerty s lap to the left of
the pole; three diagonal (NW to SE) die lines
in{ Liberty’s lap (photo)

.k" °

Radial die crack from the rm thru star 10
(photo); other cracks from Liberty’s head
thru star 8, cap, and thru stars 9-13 and thru
the rock support and ribbon

Reverse D

Radlal dle crack from rim thru "
(AMER)I(CA) (photo); other faint die
cracks thru arrowheads

This is the only use of this obverse die and first use of this reverse die.

Date grid: M2,.010” 141 reeds Typical diameter = 1.207” Rarity - 4

Drapery die state: Weak Foot support: Full

Dentils: Obverse: - Full; Reverse - Full

Grade of coin depicted: AU53

Coin from the Mike Lloyd Collection

Cross reference: WB-101, Lloyd-201.

Version 1.325
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Obverse (enhanced die cracks in photo at rig“t')» '
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1854-0O
WB-7, Arrows

~ Obverse 5 Reverse D

e Date with die crack from the 1’s serif to rock
support (photo)
r; . < 4 ' T

e LargeO mlntmark (photo)
e EDS only: die lines thru AM(ERICA) and

die line between olive leaves 1-2 as seen in
the prewous use ‘of thls die

o AII examples seen: radlal die crack from rim
vertically thru the right arrowhead into the 3 ' x: 48
rock support and Liberty’s skirt (photo). e MDS tO LDS heavy dle CraCkS thru

Other die cracks around the circumference: (AME(RICA) thru arrowheads (photo); LDS
stars, date, and Liberty’s cap with cuds forming (photo below) and die

cracks almost around the entire
circumference
-' ; _- - W

This is the first use of this obverse die and second use of this reverse duie.

Date grid: M2,.010” 143 reeds Typical diameter = 1.210” Rarity - 4

Drapery die state: Full Foot support: Full Dentils: Obverse: - Full; Reverse - Full

Grade of coin depicted: MDS: XF45 MDS coin from the Mike Lloyd Collection
LDS: F15 LDS coin from the Bill Bugert Collection

Cross reference: WB-101, Lloyd-202. Version 1.325

92 A Register of Liberty Seated Half Dollar Varieties, Volume IV, New Orleans Branch Mint, 1853-O WA to 1861-O
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1854-O
WB-8, Arrows

Obverse 6

prominently from rim at K-7 to rock (photo
above) and rim at K-2 near star 10 into field
(photo below)
LA 4 e

e Other die cracks thru all stars and thru
Liberty’s right foot and rock support and thru
the ribbon

All examples seen have some die cracks,
first appearing thru the olive leaves (photo).
In LDS, the cracks are also thru the
denomination and most of the legend and
from the rim at K-5 to the middle
arrowhead. (See die crack diagrams next
page)

The next use of this reverse die on WB-9
has what Mike Lloyd calls a “Bigfoot N,” a
small cud on the lower right base of the
(UN(ITED). I am unsure when this cud
started; all WB-9s have the cud and | have
not seen the cud on a WB-8 coin although it
may exist (likely rare if so).

This is the only use of this obverse die and first use of this reverse die.

Date grid: M2, .010” 143 reeds

Typical diameter = 1.213”

Rarity - 4

Drapery die state: Partial

Foot support: Full

Dentils: Obverse: - Full; Reverse - Full

Grade of coin depicted: XF45

Coin from the Randy Wiley Collection

Cross reference: WB-101, Lloyd-203.

Version 1.325
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Reverse E (enhanced die cracks in photo at right)
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1854-0O
WB-9, Arrows, “Bigfoot N”

Obverse 5 Reverse E
LR \! ”J.‘ ‘\ _‘.‘:- " — -

e Date with die crack from the 1’s serif to rock
support and a radial die crack from rim
vertically thru the right arrowhead into the
rock support and Liberty’s skirt (photo)

e A small cud on the bottom left base of the
(U)N(ITED) [Mike Lloyd calls this the
“Bigfoot N] is a useful identifier for this
die. (photo) This same die was used on
WB-8 but I have not seen the cud on that die
marriage; this die marriage may exist
Wlthout the cud on the N.

o  Other die cracks around the circumference:
date, foot support (photo above), all stars
(Stars 9 11 1n photo below) and leerty s cap

3 . : Q 3 A

. AII die states die cracksthru the
denomination and most of the legend and
from the rim at K-5 to the middle arrowhead

hoto
This is the second use of this obverse die and second us(epof th?s reverse die.
Date grid: M2,.010” 143 reeds Typical diameter = 1.209” Rarity - 3
Drapery die state: Partial Foot support: Full Dentils: Obverse: - Weak; Reverse - Full
Grade of coin depicted: XF45 Coin from the Mike Lloyd Collection
Cross reference: WB-101, Lloyd-204 (Bigfoot N). Version 1.325
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1854-0O
WB-9, Arrows, “Bigfoot N”

Reverse E (enhanced die cracks in photo at right)
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Obverse 7

e Date; tny rust lump in the recessdrea of
the tip of the shield (photo)

S i s
' L6 Sl 2

e Weak radial die cracks from the dentils past
star 6 into the field (photo above); another
from the dentils past star 12 into the field
below)

¥

. Scttered tiny rust lumps in the field around
stars 10-12

. B A . .
1 “ ¢ \ §
&% ¥ X
I - A ° -
N -3 s =
> Py - U —

"ol # 5 \ ?

.‘ ~L o -

“¥ N o

R 4

intmark (photo)

B

N
»

A small cud on the bottom left base of the
(UN(ITED) [Mike Lloyd calls this the
“Bigfoot N’] is a useful identifier for this
reverse die. (photo) The cud also appears on
the previous use of this die on WB-9 so
check the obverse for proper identification
of this die marriage.
R

Heavily cracked reverse die around the
entire circumference. On high grade coins,
two internal cuds are visible on the eagle’s
left and right wings (photos above).

This is the first use of this obverse die and third use of this reverse die.

Date grid: M2, .010” 143 reeds

Typical diameter = 1.209”

Rarity - 4

Drapery die state: Full Foot support: Full

Dentils: Obverse: - Full; Reverse - Full

Grade of coin depicted: AU58

Coin from the Randy Wiley Collection

Cross reference: WB-101, Lloyd-205.

Version 1.325
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1854-O
WB-11, Arrows

Radial die cracks from the enti'l's~past star 6

into the field (photo above); another from the
dentils past star 12 into the field (photo
below). These die crack are now much more
advanced than with the previous use of this
die on WB-10.

Other dle craeks”thru starg 8 to cap thru stars
9-13; another weaker die crack from the tip
of the rock to star 1

Reverse F

e Rust Ium at th tip of olive ief #5and a
die line from the tip of olive leaf #4 to the
eagle’s left wing (photo)

o Die crack from the dentll to (AMER)I(CA) A
(photo)

e Scattered rust lumps within the shield’s
upper right and above UNIT(ED)

This is the second use of this obverse die and first use of this reverse die.

Date grid: M2,.010” 143 reeds Typical diameter = 1.207” Rarity - 3

Drapery die state: Full Foot support: Full

Dentils: Obverse: - Full; Reverse - Full

Grade of coin depicted: AU50

Coin from the Mike Lloyd Collection

Cross reference: WB-101, Lloyd-206.

Version 1.325
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1854-O

WB-11, Arrows
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1854-0O
WB-12, Arrows

58

A 4

O e -
e VLDS: cud at stars 1-3 (LDS photo above
left, VLDS photo above right)

;

Reverse F

Rust lump at the tip of olive
die line from the tip of olive leaf #4 to the
eagle’s left wing (photo)

§ 3 i

Foth =
:57: & i ‘,

’ " : \‘ Y :;.,; vd 1 ¥
Die cracks along the base of letters of the
legend and denomination; HALF (photo)

This is the only use of this obverse die and second use of this reverse die.

Date grid: M2, .010” 143 reeds Typical diameter = 1.207”

Rarity - 3
VLDS with cud: Rarity - 6

Drapery die state: Partial Foot support: Full

Dentils: Obverse: - Full; Reverse - Full

Grade of coin depicted: XF40

LDS coin from the Mike Lloyd Collection
VLDS coin from the Dick Osburn Collection

Cross reference: WB-101, Lloyd-207.

Version 1.325
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1854-0O
WB-13, Arrows

Obverse 9

o All examples seen: dle'cracks thru aIIthe .
stars, date, arrowheads, and right rock
support (stars 5-7 in photo)

Reverse F

-Rustlump at thetlp of oI|ve leaf #5 anda
die line from the tip of olive leaf #4 to the
~eagle’s left wing (photo)

Die cracks around the entlre cwcumference
HALF W|th nm_cud below (HAL)F (photo)

Heavy die cracks along UNIT(ED) (photo)

This is the first use of this obverse die and third use of this reverse die.

Date grid: M2, .010” 143 reeds

Typical diameter = 1.207”

Rarity - 4

Drapery die state: Partial Foot support: Full

Dentils: Obverse: - Full; Reverse - Full

Grade of coin depicted: AU50

Coin from the Mike Lloyd Collection

Cross reference: WB-101, Lloyd-208.

Version 1.325
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in photo at right)

Obver 9 (enhanced die cracks

Revers F nhanced die cracks in photo at right)
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Obverse 10

. Raised lump in shield’s recessed area boi}e
(IBRT)Y (photo)

e All examples seen: die
cracks around the entire
circumference; rock
support to star 1 (photo
above)

e Rust lumps throughout

Liberty

e Extremely rare VLDS: cud
thru stars 9-13 (photo at
right)

Rust Iump at the tlp of ollve leaf #5 and a

Heavy dle cracks along UNIT(ED) (photo)

Reverse F

die line from the tip of olive leaf #4 to the
eagle s leftwmg (photo)

Die cracks around he ntlre cwcumference;
HALF with rim cud below (HAL)F (photo)

This is the only use of this obverse die and fourth use of this reverse die.

Date grid: M2,.010” 143 reeds Typical diameter = 1.203”

Rarity - 3
VLDS with cud: Rarity - 7

Drapery die state: Partial Foot support: Full

Dentils: Obverse: - Full; Reverse - Full

Grade of coin depicted: VF35

Coin from the Mike Lloyd Collection

Cross reference: WB-101, Lloyd-209.

Version 1.325
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1854-0O
WB-15, Arrows

All examples seen: die cracks around the
entire circumference, more advanced than the
first use of this die with WB-13; stars 5-7
with radial crack from dentil to star 6 (photo
above) and another radial die crack from
dentil into field between stars 9-10 (photo
below)

.,,m. e A i 0 L
in the area of the drapery below
Liberty’s elbow

Reverse G

PAIRR L t TY = = B S L o »”

All examples seen: arching die crack from
dentil thru (STA)TES OF (photo above) and
along top of letters (AMER)ICA to dentil
and middle arrowhead (photo below)

. ’ - ( ~ i
p y - 3 i
. - ) ) § i . :
i s SR SR ]
o AR I
S %

“ dtﬁer die cracks thru denomination

3 ?'.‘-F."%}"

This is the second use of this obverse die and first use of this reverse die.

Date grid: M2, .010” 143 reeds

Typical diameter = 1.207”

Rarity - 3

Drapery die state: None Foot support: Full

Dentils: Obverse: - Full; Reverse - Full

Grade of coin depicted: XF45

Coin from the Mike Lloyd Collection

Cross reference: WB-101, Lloyd-210,

Gobrecht Journal #111, pages 31-36.

Version 1.325
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1854-

O

WB-16, Arrows

- dlglts (photo)

Obverse 11

e Date W|th d|e crack along the base of all

o AII examples‘ seen: radlal die crack from
dentil at K-3 along star 12 into field (photo)

. ngh grade coins only rim cud between stars
9-10 (photo)
e Die rust marks throughout Liberty

Reverse G

o On aII examples (smce these die cracks are
on the previous use of this die): arching die
crack from dentil thru (STA)TES OF (photo
above) and along top of letters (AMER)ICA
to dentil and upper arrowhead (photo below)

. Other die cracks thru denommatlon

This is the only use of this obverse die and second use of this reverse die.
This die marriage has a rare 148 reed count collar, one of the two die marriages in 1854-0.

Date grid: M2, .010” 148 reeds

Typical diameter = 1.203” Rarity - 5

Drapery die state: Full

Foot support: Weak

Dentils: Obverse: - Full; Reverse - Full

Grade of coin depicted: XF45

Coin from the Randy Wiley Collection

Cross reference: WB-101, Lloyd-211,.

Version 1.325
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1854-O
WB-17, Arrows

Obverse 12

Dragonal (NW to SE) die line in the drapery
below leerty s elbow (photo)

e Diagonal die line (NW to SE) in theupper
field between 18(54) and the rock support
(photo)

Reverse G

On all examples (since this die crack is on
the previous uses of this die): arching die
crack from dentil thru (STA)TES OF (photo
above) (now also from (STATE)S to the
eagle’s head to the eagle’s left wing; also,
die cracks thru most of the legend and
denomination

Radiial die crack from the dentil thru
(D)O(L) thru olive stem to eagle’s talon
(photo)

This is the only use of this obverse die and third use of this reverse die.
This is a new unlisted die marriage discovered at the 2012 Half Dollar Summit by Randy Wiley. It
was an overlooked sub-variety among Mike Lloyd’s coins as a Lloyd-211.

Date grid: M2, .010” 143 reeds

Typlcal diameter =1.207”

Rarity - 5

Drapery die state: Full Foot support: Full

Dentils: Obverse: - Full; Reverse - Full

Grade of coin depicted: XF40

Coin from the Mike Lloyd Collection

Cross reference: WB-101, Lloyd-Unlisted, now called 211,.

Version 1.325
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1854-0O
WB-18, Arrows

diagnostics for this die.

‘Obverse 13

J Lump in gown on L1ber[y s left shoulder
below the gown clasp (photo). This lump
will not be visible on low grade coins; o
unfortunately, there are no other usable

Reverse H
A Y ~ i

Horizontal d|e I|nes thru the upper olive

Ieaves and bud (photo)

Horlzontal dle lines thru the upper arrows
(photo) and talons

This is the only use of this obverse die and first use of this reverse die.

Date grid: M2, .010” 143 reeds

Typical diameter = 1.207” Rarity - 4

Drapery die state: Full

Foot support: Full

Dentils: Obverse: - Full; Reverse - Full

Grade of coin depicted: XF45

Coin from the Mike Lloyd Collection

Cross reference: WB-101, Lloyd-301.

Version 1.325
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1854-0O
WB-19, Arrows

e All examples seen: die cracks starting thru
stars 1-7 (photo) and later thru stars 10-12
and left arrowhead to rim to left of rock
(VLDS see leow) _

e

e Rare VLDS: die crack 'along e base of~
date and a heavy die crack from the field to
the left of the 1(854) thru the left arrowhead

along the base of the rock support to dentils
to left of rock (photo)

Horizontal die lines thru the upper olive

leaves and bud (photo)
& A

. s R R ) " }‘ ¥
Horizontal die lines thru the upper arrow:
(photo) and talons now much weaker than

seen on WB-18. In LDS of this die

marriage, these lines are not visible.

Radial die crack from the dentil thru the left

upright of (AM)E(RICA) to the right wing

This is the first use of this obverse die and second use of this reverse die.

Date grid: M2,.010” 143 reeds

Typical diameter = 1.207”

Rarity - 3

Drapery die state: Full Foot support: Full

Dentils: Obverse: - Full; Reverse - Full

Grade of coins depicted: AU58
VLDS: holed VF20

Coins from the Mike Lloyd Collection

Cross reference: WB-101, Lloyd-302.

Version 1.325
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1854-0O
WB-20, Arrows

g

e Date ()

e Large O mintmark (photo)

e Weak die crack along the base or top of
most of the letters of the legend (see next
page for die crack diagram)

e C(lash in shield’s lower right

e Very rusty die; some devices and letters

~ distorted and fuzzy (see photo next page)
I

e Die crack along the base of the date and a
heavy die crack from the field to the left of
the 1(854) thru the left arrowhead along the
base of the rock support to dentils to left of
rock (photo)

e Other die cracks thru most of the stars (see
next page for die crack diagram)

This is the second use of this obverse die and only use of this reverse die.

Date grid: M2, .010” 143 reeds Typical diameter = 1.199” At least Rarity - 5
Drapery die state: Full Foot support: Full Dentils: Obverse: - Full; Reverse - Full
Grade of coin depicted: VF35 Coin from the Pete LaConte Collection
Cross reference: WB-101, Lloyd-Unlisted (new Lloyd-303). \ Version 1.325
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1854-0O
WB-21, Arrows

~ Obverse 15

e Ase N - g BT A 29

e Vertical parallel die lines under Liberty’s
chin; die crack from dentil at K-11 near star 6
to Liberty’s left shoulder (photo)

o MDS to LDS: radlal dle crack from rim thru
stars 12 into field (photo); other die cracks
thru stars 2-3,9-13 to Liberty’s instep

e MDS to LDS: clash marks in left and right
field and in the drapery below Liberty’s
elbow

Reverse J

g\ o i “\r«rr_h‘w (2%
1A AAAAAA&
ParaIIeI d|e lines beneath the letters HALF
(photo)

Scattered die lines between top of letters
UNIT(E)D and the dentils (photo)

MDS to LDS: die cracks along the top of
letters UNIT(ED), (AME)RICA, and along
the bottom of letters of the denomination

This is the only use of this obverse die and first use of this reverse die.

Date grid: M2,.010” 143 reeds

Typical diameter = 1.207”

Rarity - 3

Drapery die state: Full

Foot support: Full

Dentils: Obverse: - Full; Reverse - Full

Grade of coin depicted: AU55

Coin from the Mike Lloyd Collection

Cross reference: WB-101, Lloyd-501.

Version 1.325
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1854-O
WB-22, Arrows

Obverse 16

Die Imes in the f|elds on both S|des of the
staff below Liberty’s right hand (photo)

e LDS: dle crack thru r|bbon and also from Ieft
end of the rock support into the field (photo)
e Weak vertical die lines in Liberty’s lap

Reverse J

(photo)

Scattered die lines between top of Ietters
UNIT(E)D and the dentlls ’(photo) _

All d|e states: die cracks thru all letters of
the legend and denomination and also the
arrowheads (photo)

This is the first use of this obverse die and second use of this reverse die.

Date grid: M2, .010” 143 reeds Typical diameter = 1.207” Rarity - 3

Drapery die state: Full Foot support: Full

Dentils: Obverse: - Full; Reverse - Full

Grade of coin depicted: AU50

Coin from the Mike Lloyd Collection

Cross reference: WB-101, Lloyd-502.

Version 1.325
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1854-0O
WB-23, Arrows

Obverse 16

e Large O mintmark (photo)

o Very weak, barely visible diagonal (NW to
SE) die lines in the shield’s lower recessed
area. No other discernible die diagnostics; a
high grade example of this die marriage
needs to be found and scrutinized.

e All die states: die crack from the dentil below
1(854) up thru the rock support to the rim at
K-7 and another thru the rock to star 1
(photo)

e The die lines in the fields on both sides of the

staff below Liberty’s right hand seen in the

previous use of this die (WB-22) are very
weak on this die marriage.

This is the second use of this obverse die and first use of this reverse die.

Date grid: M2, .010” 143 reeds Typical diameter = 1.207” Rarity - 6
Drapery die state: Full Foot support: Full Dentils: Obverse: - Weak; Reverse - Full
Grade of coin depicted: VG8 Coin from the Mike Lloyd Collection

Cross reference: WB-101, Lloyd-801. Version 1.325
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1854-0O
WB-24, Arrows

e EDS: uncracked. LDS: die cracks from serif | ¢ All EDS examples seeh; d|e cracks aldng the

of the 1(854) into the rock support and top of letters UNITED and along the base of
ribbon thru the rock to stars 1-3 (photo). HAL(F) (photo)
Most examples of this die marriage seen are

EDS.

o areyVL‘DS: cu orming been the to of
letters UNITE(D) and the dentils (photo)

A\

e Rare VLDS: cud formingetween stars 1-3
and dentils (photo)

This is the only use of this obverse die and second use of this reverse die.
On example seen with a 20° rotated reverse.

Date grid: M2,.010” 143 reeds Typical diameter = 1.207” Rarity - 2
Drapery die state: Full Foot support: Full Dentils: Obverse: - Weak; Reverse - Full
Grade of coin depicted: XF40 Coin from the Mike Lloyd Collection

Cross reference: WB-101, Lloyd-802. Version 1.325
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1854-0O
WB-25, Arrows, Crumbled Reverse Die

| Obverse 18

e Date (photo)

e No easily identifiable die diagnostics other
than the Iate d|e state die crack below

° LDS radlal die crack from
into right field (photo)

dentllh thru star 10

Reverse L

b .
Large O mintmark (photo)
This reverse die is fascinating for its
deterioration. Known as the “crumbled die”
for good reason, even in EDS, this die
shows massive effects of stress. For lack of
a better description, half dollars from this
die have raised splotchy blobs of crusty
matal th[oughout the enti reverse.

LDS: nearly cud-like encrustation thru
UNITE(D), (AME)RICA, reverse shield,

and ar‘rowheads (photo) N

VLDS “range-peel die stress surface
effect in the fields and die crack thru the
olive leaves (photo)

This is the first use of this obverse die and only use of this reverse die.

Date grid: M2, .010” 143 reeds

Typical diameter = 1.212” Rarity - 2

Drapery die state: Full

Foot support: Full

Dentils: Obverse: - Full; Reverse - Full

Grade of coin depicted: AU53

Coin from the Bill Bugert Collection

Cross reference: WB-101, Lloyd-601.

Version 1.325
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1854-0O
WB-26, Arrows

Obverse 18

XA e . W s i T

< B

e All die states: since it appears on the
previous use of this obverse die (WB-25), all
examples of this die marriage will have a
radial die crack from dentil thru star 10 into

right field (photo)

Reverse M
—

o i
L Zd
L v

All examples seen: scattered die lines above
(UNIT)ED ST(ATES) in the recessed area
between the letters and dentils (photo).
These lines appear on coins grading as low
as VG8.

Very weak shield vertical line Al

This is the second use of this obverse die and first use of this reverse die.

143 reeds

Date grid: M2,.010”

Typical diameter = 1.207”

Rarity - 4

Drapery die state: Full Foot support: Full

Dentils: Obverse: - Full; Reverse - Full

Grade of coin depicted: VF20

Coin from the Mike Lloyd Collection

Cross reference: WB-101, Lloyd-602.

Version 1.325
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1854-0O
WB-27, Arrows

Reverse M

e > -

,,,,,

« Date (photo)
e No easily identifiable die diagnostics other
than the die crack below

TLE MO’ & IS &~ ..-’ [So A
e Large O mintmark; only example seen:
radial die crack from dentil along the left

; T : el the olive stem (photo)
e Only example seen: radial die crack from Rl

dentil near star 13 into field (photo)
e Clash lines in the drapery below Liberty’s

elbow

ol .

e Only example seen: scattered die lines
above (UNIT)ED ST(ATES) in the recessed
area between the letters and dentils (photo)

e Very weak shield vertical line Al

e Clash in shield’s lower right

This is the only use of this obverse die and second use of this reverse die.

Date grid: M2,.010” 143 reeds Typical diameter = 1.207” Rarity - 5
Drapery die state: Full Foot support: Full Dentils: Obverse: - Full; Reverse - Full
Grade of coin depicted: VF25 Coin from the Mike Lloyd Collection
Cross reference: WB-101, Lloyd-603. Version 1.325
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1854-O
WB-28, Arrows

Obverse}ZO '

e Date (photo) Note: Jumbled Ilnes on the
date are deep scratches on the slab.

e No easily identifiable die diagnostics other
than the d|e crack below -

o All examples seen: radlal dle crack from the
dentil between stars 12-13 into field towards
Liberty’s right knee (photo)

e (Clash marks in the drapery below Liberty’s
elbow and in the left and right fields

Reverse M

Large 0 mmtmark aII examples' (smce |t 5
on the previous use of this die): radial die
crack from dentil along the left serifs of the

D(OL) to the oI|ve stem (photo) N

| Scattered d|e Imes above (UNIT)ED

ST(ATES) in the recessed area between the
letters and dentils (photo)

Very weak shield vertical line Al

Multiple clash marks in shield’s lower right
and in the fields

This is the only use of this obverse die and third use of this reverse die.

Date grid: M2, .010” 143 reeds Typical diameter = 1.207” Rarity - 3

Drapery die state: Full Foot support: Full

Dentils: Obverse: - Full; Reverse - Full

Grade of coin depicted: NGC AU55

Coin from the Mike Lloyd Collection

Cross reference: WB-101, Lloyd-604.

Version 1.325
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1854-0O
WB-29, Arrows

Obverse 21
/. i P

Wi

e High grade coins onIy two small Iumps on
Liberty’s neck (photo)

o AII examples seen: radlal die crack from
dentil thru star 4 to Liberty’s left arm (photo
above); another radial die crack from dentil
thru star 11 into field (photo below).
Another die crack along rock support to
Liberty’s skirt thru the instep to the dentil at

K-5 connectlng to another crack to star13

Reverse M

Large O mintmark: radial die crack from rim
along the left serifs of the D(OL) to the olive
stem (photo above). Other die cracks thru
the denomination, legend, arrowheads and
oI|ve Ieaves (pﬂggc below)

"’&'\J

The scattered die lines above (UNIT)ED
ST(ATES) in the recessed area between the
letters and dentils seen on previous uses of
his die are not now visible.

Very weak shield vertical line Al

Multiple clash marks in shield’s lower right
and in the fields

This is the only use of this obverse die and fourth use of this reverse die.

Date grid: M2,.010” 143 reeds

Typical diameter = 1.206”

Rarity - 3

Drapery die state: Full Foot support: Full

Dentils: Obverse: - Full; Reverse - Full

Grade of coin depicted: AU55

Coin from the Randy Wiley Collection

Cross reference: WB-101, Lloyd-605.

Version 1.325
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WB-

1854-0O
30, Arrows

Obverse,22

the right side of the (18)5(4) in the date
(photo) _

radial die crack from dentil thru star 10
(photo below)

support and rock to star 1 and stars 1-3;
another thru stars 4-13

- U = S MmN ’
e Date; all examples seen: radial die crack thru

e LDS: radial die crack from dentil thru star 5
to Liberty’s left arm (photo above); another

e LDS: other die cracks from the base of the
1(854) thru the left arrowhead to the left rock

Reverse N

e LargeO mintmark (photo)

e All examples seen: weak eagle’s left leg and
feathers to left of the shield

e EDS: no readily identifiable d|e ie diagnostics

e LDS: die crack from the dentil below
(DOL). to the lower arrowhead along the
arrowhead tips to (AMERI)CA (photo)

This is the only use of this obverse die and first use of this reverse die.

Date grid: M1.5,.018” | 143 reeds

Typical diameter = 1.208” Rarity - 3

Drapery die state: Full Foot support: Full Dentils: Obverse: - Full; Reverse - Full

Grade of coin depicted: AU53

Coin from the Mike Lloyd Collection

Cross reference: WB-101, Lloyd-701.

Version 1.325
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1854-0O
WB-31, Arrows

Obverse 23 -

Vertical die Iine thru the (185)4; a few
scattered dre I|nes above the (18)5(4) (photo)

. Horlzontal d|e Ilnes in the fleld between‘ -

leerty S halr and the pole (photo)

Nearly vertical die I|ne in the draperyl below
Liberty’s right elbow (photo)

Reverse N

Large O mintmark (photo)

All examples seen: weak eagle’s left leg and
feathers to Ieft of the shield

AII dle states dle crack from the dentil
below (DOL). to the lower arrowhead along
the arrowhead tips to (AMERI)CA (photo
above left) and a radial die crack from dentil
thru (STA)T(ES) to the eagle’s beak (photo
above right)

Other die cracks thru legend and olive
leaves

This is the only use of this obverse die and second use of this reverse die.

Date grid: M2, .010” 143 reeds

Typical diameter = 1.204”

Rarity - 4

Drapery die state: Full Foot support: Full

Dentils: Obverse: - Full; Reverse - Full

Grade of coin depicted: XF45

Coin from the Bill Bugert Collection

Cross reference: WB-101, Lloyd-702.

Version 1.325
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1854-O
WB-32, Arrows

Obverse 24 7 » Reverse N

o L

e Date (photo)
e No readily discernible die diagnostics other
than the die cracks noted below « Large O mintmark (photo)
i SN ¥\ e All examples seen: weak eagle’s left leg and

feat?ers to Ieft of the shleld

e All examples seen: die crack along the base
of the digits of the date, thru the left
arrowhead to rock support (photo above), and
thru stars 1-7 and 12-13; very weak radial die
crack from dentil into star 9. The heaviest
die crack is thru stars 4-7 (photo below)

e The die cracks seen on previous uses of this
die (WB-30 and 31) are now much more
advanced. Die crack from the dentil below
(DOL). to the lower arrowhead along the
arrowhead tips to (AMERI)CA (photo above
left) and a radial die crack from dentil thru
(STA)T(ES) to the eagle’s beak (photo
above right)

e Other die cracks thru legend, denomination,
and olive leaves

This is the only use of this obverse die and third use of this reverse die.

Date grid: M2,.010” 143 reeds Typical diameter = 1.207” Rarity - 3
Drapery die state: Full Foot support: Full Dentils: Obverse: - Full; Reverse - Full
Grade of coin depicted: XF45 Coin from the Mike Lloyd Collection
Cross reference: WB-101, Lloyd-703. Version 1.325
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1854-O
WB-33, Arrows

Obverse 25
W\ 7 '; .-}:\ R

o MDS LDS: radlal die crack from rim thru
star 11 into field towards the drapery below
Liberty’s elbow (photo); all examples seen
have some die cracking thru star 11 but most
are minimal.

Reverse O

All examples seen: many horizontal die
lines in the shield’s lower recessed area

| Horlzontal dle lines protrudlng fromthe
eagle’s right leg into the field (photo)

This is the first use of this obverse die and first use of this reverse die.

Date grid: M2, .010” 143 reeds Typical diameter = 1.207” Rarity - 3

Drapery die state: Full Foot support: Full

Dentils: Obverse: - Weak; Reverse - Full

Grade of coin depicted: VF20

Coin from the Mike Lloyd Collection

Cross reference: WB-101, Lloyd-901.

Version 1.325
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WB-33, Arrows
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1854-0O
WB-34, Arrows

Obverse 26

- — 2
B "Hvﬂ‘ A0SR0
Scattered die lines thru the (1)854 of the
date; radial die crack thru the right side of the
(1)8(54) (photo)

Horizontal die lines betweén te dantil and
stars 6-7 (photo)

Many rust Iumps around cap (photo) |

Reverse O

All examples seen: many horizontal die
lines in the shield’s lower recessed area

Horlzontal die lines protruding from the
eagle’s right leg into the field (photo)
High grade examples only: rim cud at K-5
below DOL (see photo next page)

This is the only use of this obverse die and second use of this reverse die.

Date grid: M2, .010”

143 reeds

Typical diameter = 1.214”

Rarity - 3

Drapery die state: Full

Foot support: Full

Dentils: Obverse: - Full; Reverse - Full

Grade of coin depicted: AU55

Coin from the Mike Lloyd Collection

Cross reference: WB-101, Lloyd-902.

Version 1.325

146

A Register of Liberty Seated Half Dollar Varieties, Volume 1V, New Orleans Branch Mint, 1853-0 WA to 1861-O




TN LB RRAE & ¢

Obverse 26

e —

Reverse O

Bill Bugert 147



1854-O

WB-35, Arrows, Filled 54

Obverse 27

e Three distinct die states with die lines and die
crumbllng in andthru the date:

o EDSscattered die lines thru the date no
eV|dence of crumbllng d|e (photo)

o MDS" both scattered die hes and “cd” in
the (18)5(4) of the date (photo)

o LDS crumbllng dle (18)54 of the date
(photo)

e All die states (weaker in LDS): heavy radial
die line from the dentils along the right side
of star 8

e VLDS: “orange peel” effect around date

Reverse P

All dle states dle Ime above (AM)E(RICA)

(photo)

EDS to MDS: die line above (UNIT)E(D)
(photo)

This is the first use of this obverse die and first use of this reverse die.
The rarities of each of the three die states are currently unknown; additional study is required.

Date grid: M2,.010” 143 reeds

Typical diameter = 1.207”

Rarity - 4

Drapery die state: Full Foot support: Full

Dentils: Obverse: - Full; Reverse - Full

Grade of coin depicted: EDS - AU50
MDS - XF45, LDS - XF40

Coins from the Mike Lloyd Collection

Cross reference: WB-101, Lloyd-903.

Version 1.325
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1854-O
WB-36, Arrows

_Obverse 26

a RV S
ik
=

- _Date

e All die states: radial die crack thru the right
side of the (1)8(54) (photo) thru the rock
support to the rock and star 1. The scattered
die lines thru the (1)854 of the date and
above stars 6-7 seen on the previous use of
this die (WB-34) are not now visible.

/ 5
el R
- 5
¥
/

TR T

) - R
e MDS-LDS: radial die crack from dentil thru
star 2 into field (photo) and another weaker
radial die crack thru star 12; other die cracks
thru stars 1-6

Reverse P

e

o All examples seen: since the last use of this
die with WB-34), this reverse die is now
extensively cracked. Prominently, a radial
die crack from the dentil thru the (DO)L
thru the lower arrow shaft and talons to the
eagle’s right leg (photo above); others
diagonally thru HALF DOL and OF

_ AM(ERICA) (photo below)

s »

e Other die cracks thru the entire legend and
denomination (see die crack diagram on
next page)

This is the second use of this obverse die and second use of this reverse die.

Date grid: M2, .010” 143 reeds

Typical diameter = 1.211”

Rarity - 3

Drapery die state: Full

Foot support: Full

Dentils: Obverse: - Full; Reverse - Full

Grade of coin depicted: XF45

Coin from the Mike Lloyd Collection

Cross reference: WB-101, Lloyd-904.

Version 1.325
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1854-0O
WB-37, Arrows, Filled 54

e Date (ph-oto) o
b W

o AII d|e states crumbllng die (18)54 of the
date (photo); note the “orange peel” effect
around date (photo above) and throughout
the Iower half of the obverse

e Asseen on the prevrous use of this die (WB-
35), very small radial die line from the
dentils along the right side of star 9 (photo)

Reverse Q

Mﬂ

Large @) mrntmark (photo)

Many nearly horlzontal d|e lines thru

(HA)LF DOL (photo)

(photo)

Small tines protrudlng from the eagle s
upper right wing and neck (photo)

This is the second use of this obverse die and only use of this reverse die.

Date grid: M2, .010”

143 reeds Typical diameter = 1.203” Rarity - 3

Drapery die state: Full

Foot support: Full

Dentils: Obverse: - Full; Reverse - Full

Grade of coin depicted: XF40

Coin from the Mike Lloyd Collection

Cross reference: WB-101, Lloyd-905.

Version 1.325
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Reverse Q

153

Bill Bugert



1854-0O
WB-38, Arrows, Filled 54

o -,‘u" ol
Soomsa s SN

between t

e PP

e All die states: crumbling die (18)54 of the
date (photo); note the “orange peel” effect
around date (photo above) and throughout
the lower half of the obverse

e The very small radial die line from the

dentils along the right side of star 9 seen on

the previous uses of this die (WB-35 and

WB-37) is not visible on this die marriage.

A T A e . G, T

e Tiny tines from the ousidé upper righf of
the H(ALF) (photo)

o All exmples seen: radial e rack from the
dentil between stars 11-12 (photo)

This is the third use of this obverse die and first use of this reverse die.

Date grid: M2,.010” 143 reeds Typical diameter = 1.203” Rarity - 4
Drapery die state: Full Foot support: Full Dentils: Obverse: - Full; Reverse - Full
Grade of coin depicted: XF45 Coin from the Mike Lloyd Collection
Cross reference: WB-101, Lloyd-906. Version 1.325
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1854-O
WB-39, Arrows

Obverse 28 Reverse R

e EDS: many crlsscrossed d|e lines in and
around the date (photo)

. Rust Iump in the field between the dent|I
and (AM)E(RICA) (photo)

. LDS vertlcal dle crack thru the left 5|de of
_ the (185)4, no d lines by dae (photo) |

o Many smaII die cracks thru the Iegend
prominently thru (STA)TES OF (photo)

e Top of vertical shield line A-1 missing, A-2
is weak

o AII die states radlal die crack from the dentll
thru star 12 into the right field (photo); most
examples seen of this die marriage are an
EDS with this die crack very weak.

e Other die cracks as seen on next page

This is the only use of this obverse die and second use of this reverse die.

Date grid: M2,.010” 141 reeds Typical diameter = 1.206” Rarity - 2
Drapery die state: Full Foot support: Full Dentils: Obverse: - Full; Reverse - Full
Grade of coin depicted: EDS: - AU55 EDS coin from the Mike Lloyd Collection
LDS: - AU5S5 LDS coin from the Randy Wiley Collection
Cross reference: WB-101, Lloyd-907. Version 1.325
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1854-O
WB-40, Arrows

Obverse 29 Reverse R

——

mﬂ-—-—n ﬁ
e Large O mintmark (photo)

e The rust lump in the field between the dentil
and (AM)E(RICA) seen on the previous
uses of this die (WB-38 and WB-39) is
extremely weak or not visible in this die

~ marriage.

o All exarﬁblés seen: radial die crack from the
dentil at K-4 below star 13 into the field
towards leerty s knee (photo)

\\ - ¥ =

e Many small die cracks thru the legend,
prominently thru (STA)TES OF (photo);
another die crack along the top of letters to
dentils above (UN)ITED

e Top of vertical shield line A-1 missing, A-2
is weak.

J If)iagnal (NE t SW) die line in the rock
support below Liberty’s sandal (photo)

This is the only use of this obverse die and third use of this reverse die.

Date grid: M2, .010” 141 reeds Typical diameter = 1.201” Rarity - 4
Drapery die state: Full Foot support: Full Dentils: Obverse: - Full; Reverse - Full
Grade of coin depicted: AU50 Coin from the Mike Lloyd Collection
Cross reference: WB-101, Lloyd-908. Version 1.325
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WB-40, Arrows

oo
* ¥ .
A8L52 00 aana

Reverse R (enhanced die cracks in photo at right)
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1854-0O
WB-41, Arrows

Reverse R

M, -

o Many horlzontal and few vertical dle I|nes o Many smaII die cracks thru the legend,
between the rock support and the 185(4) prominently thru (STA)TES OF (photo);
another die crack along the top of letters to
dentlls above (UN ITE)D

o Dlagonal d|e crack aove and thru
_ % ¥ et : AMER(ICA) (photo); another die crack
o All examples seen (although very weak in along the base of the denomination

EDS): die crack from dentil along star 11 e Top of vertical shield lines A-1 and A-2 and
into field and to star 10 (photo) bottom of C-1 and C-2 missing
This is the first use of this obverse die and fourth use of this reverse die.
Date grid: M2, .010” 141 reeds Typical diameter = 1.200” Rarity - 4
Drapery die state: Full Foot support: Full Dentils: Obverse: - Full; Reverse - Full
Grade of coin depicted: F15 Coin from the Bill Bugert Collection
Cross reference: WB-101, Lloyd-909. Version 1.325
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1854-O

WB-42, Arrows

‘Obverse 30

o All examples seen: radlal dle crack from the
dentils at K-2 thru star 11 into field towards
drapery below Liberty’s elbow (photo); other
die cracks between Liberty’s head and cap to
star 9; another between stars 10-11

e “Orange peel” effect around Liberty’s head
and upper stars and cap

e (lash in the right field next to Liberty’s
drapery

Reverse S

e Dielinesin the crotch formed by the ollve
stem and arrow feathers (photo)

This is the second use of this obverse die and first use of this reverse die.

Date grid: M2, .010” 143 reeds Typical diameter = 1.207” Rarity - 3

Drapery die state: Full Foot support: Full

Dentils: Obverse: - Full; Reverse - Full

Grade of coin depicted: AU50

Coin from the Mike Lloyd Collection

Cross reference: WB-101, Lloyd-910.

Version 1.325
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1854-0O
WB-43, Arrows

Reverse S

right side of the (1)8(54) into the rock
support (photo)
e e

e

fast rialy © \
e All examples seen: radial die crack from
dentils at K-5 thru the middle arrowhead
S b A ; : into the field below the right wing (photo)
s seen: die crack from the dentils | ¢  Another die crack along the top of UNITED

N ‘L;\:i-. NP "‘-"" z
e All example

at K-3 thru star 12 into the field (photo) to rim above ST(ATES)
This is the first use of this obverse die and second use of this reverse die.
Date grid: M2,.010” 143 reeds Typical diameter = 1.205” Rarity - 3
Drapery die state: Full Foot support: Weak Dentils: Obverse: - Full; Reverse - Full
Grade of coin depicted: XF45 Coin from the Mike Lloyd Collection
Cross reference: WB-101, Lloyd-911. Version 1.325
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1854-0O
WB-44, Arrows

Oberse 1 |

o \Vertical dre crack thru the right side of the 5
in the date into the rock support, now
diagonally thru the flag of the 5 into the rock
support out Liberty’s foot to the dentil at K-4

(photo)

o D|e crack from the dentlls at K-3 thru star 12
into the field, now arching up to Liberty’s
right wrist (photo)

Reverse T

}Large @) mlntmark (photo)
f

Nearly vertical d|e lines in the shield lower
recessed area (photo)

Scattered dre I|nes above and in the Ietters
(UN)ITE(D) (photo)

Diagonal die line from dentil above
(STAT)E(S) (photo)

This is the second use of this obverse die and first use of this reverse die.

Date grid: M2, .010” 143 reeds Typical diameter = 1.207” Rarity - 3

Drapery die state: Full Foot support: Weak

Dentils: Obverse: - Full; Reverse - Full

Grade of coin depicted: AU55 and XF45

Coins from the Mike Lloyd Collection

Cross reference: WB-101, Lloyd-912.

Version 1.325
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1854-0O
WB-45, Arrows

 Obverse 32
R o '{ v

e EDS onI: crossed die lines thru star 8 and

cap (photo)

o LDS die crack from dentll along star 6 to
Liberty’s left shoulder (photo)

e Clash marks thru Liberty’s right arm and in
the field to the right of the Liberty’s drapery

| Reverse T

Large O mintmark (photo)

The vertical die lines in the shield lower
recessed area seen on the previous use of
this die (WB-44) are very weak to non-
visible on this die marriage.

[, ! —
Scattered die lines above and in the letters
(UN)ITE(D) (9h9t9)w-...r

Dlagonal die line from dentil above

(STAT(S) (photo)

'L.DS radlal die crack from between the
dentils thru the middle arrowhead (photo)

This is the first use of this obverse die and second use of this reverse die.

Date grid: M2, .010”

143 reeds Typical diameter = 1.207” Rarity - 3

Drapery die state: Full

Foot support: Full

Dentils: Obverse: - Full; Reverse - Full

Grade of coin depicted: PCGS AU53

Coin from the Mike Lloyd Collection

Cross reference: WB-101, Lloyd-913.

Version 1.325
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WB-45, Arrows
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1854-0O
WB-46, Arrows

Obverse 33 -

o -AII examples seen: dle crack around the
entire circumference; notably, from star 10
thru the cap to Liberty’s neck (photo)

LY AR N N

e Other key die cracks: radial from dentil thru
(185)4, along rock support thru Liberty’s
right foot to rim (photo). See die crack
diagram on next page

Reverse T

Large O mintmark (photo)

Scattered die lines above and in the letters
(UN)ITE(D) seen on the previous uses of
this die (WB-44 and WB-45) now much
weaker

Diaonal die IihevroAm dentii—above
(STAT)E(S) (photo); note dle crack

AII dle states radlal die crack from between
the dentils at K-5 thru the middle arrowhead
(photo)

Other die cracks thru most of the legend,
denomination, olive leaves, arrowheads, and
from (UNITE)D to the eagle’s beak

This is the only use of this obverse die and third use of this reverse die.

Date grid: M2,.010”

143 reeds Typical diameter = 1.209” Rarity - 3

Drapery die state: Full

Foot support: Full

Dentils: Obverse: - Full; Reverse - Full

Grade of coin depicted: AU55

Coin from the Mike Lloyd Collection

Cross reference: WB-101, Lloyd-914.

Version 1.325
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Revere (enhanced die cracks in photo at right)
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1854-0O
WB-47, Arrows

Reverse U

Obverse 34

LDS smaII radlal die crack from rim at K-5
mto ﬁeld above Lrberty s rlght foot (photo)
& A 4% : wé

o AII examples seen: d|e crack from between
dentils bisecting (D)O(L) into field below

s o oy : talon (photo)

J LDS dragonal die crack under L1berty S chrn -

to her left shoulder (photo)

e Die hnes in the center of the shleld’s lower
recessed area and along the lower left edge

(photo)
This is the only use of this obverse die and first use of this reverse die.
Date grid: M2,.010” 143 reeds Typical diameter = 1.201” Rarity - 3
Drapery die state: Full Foot support: Full Dentils: Obverse: - Full; Reverse - Full
Grade of coin depicted: XF40 Coins from the Mike Lloyd Collection
Cross reference: WB-101, Lloyd-915. Version 1.325
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Bill Bugert

173




1854-0O
WB-48, Arrows

Date (phto
‘\' \ \\ ,"\.

AN\ l /
'\ 1'%
"N\)& ‘f

»

elbow

Obverse' 35

- ‘;._ ® ' ’J" v 52
M — e
Small Iump in the recessed area of the rock
support to the left of the skirt loop (photo);
other smaller lumps throughout the lower

skirt

e (lash in the drapery below Liberty’s right

[ ]
¥

Reverse U

Dre crack frombetween dentrlsbrsectrng

(D)O(L) into field below talon (photo)

LDS the die lines in the shield’s lower
recessed area seen on the previous use of
this die (WB-47) are now extremely weak to
not visible.

This is the first use of this obverse die and second use of this reverse die.
One example was seen with a 10° reverse rotation.

Date grid: M2, .010” 143 reeds

Typical diameter = 1.205” Rarity - 3

Drapery die state: Full

Foot support: Full

Dentils: Obverse: - Full; Reverse - Full

Grade of coin depicted: XF45

Coin from the Mike Lloyd Collection

Cross reference: WB-101, Lloyd-916.

Version 1.325
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1854-O
WB-49, Arrows

Obverse 35

rSmaII Iump in the recessed area of the rock
support to the left of the skirt loop (photo);
other smaller lumps throughout the lower
sklrt

"(1;.\0 8’\ N IF n‘ Iy .
o MDS LDS: die crack between stars 9- 10 to
dentil above star 10 (photo) and between
stars 11-12
e (lash in the drapery below Liberty’s right
elbow

Reverse V

e Rust ‘Iump.sAin the field bé't\)(/ne:en the tdp of
letters (UNIT)ED S(TATES) and the dentils

e MDS-LDS: radial die crack‘frlom dentil to |
(AMERIC)A to the tip of the top arrowhead
(photo)

This is the second use of this obverse die and first use of this reverse die
This die marriage comes with various rotations of the reverse; very slight CCW, very slight CW,
20° CCW, 35° CCW. EDS coins seem to have no rotation.

Date grid: M2, .010” 143 reeds Typical diameter = 1.204” Rarity - 3

Drapery die state: Full Foot support: Full

Dentils: Obverse: - Full; Reverse - Full

Grade of coin depicted: AU50

Coin from the Mike Lloyd Collection

Cross reference: WB-101, Lloyd-917.

Version 1.325
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1854-O
WB-50, Arrows

. Small lump in the rock support to the Ieft of
the shield’s lower point (photo)

o AII examples seen: die crack from between
the dentils at K-11 thru star 6 to Liberty’s left
shoulder (photo)

e MDS-LDS: die cracks thru stars 10-13

e (lash in field to right of Liberty’s drapery

Reverse VvV

The rust Iumps in the freld between the top
of letters (UNIT)ED S(TATES) and the
dentils seen on the previous use of this die
(WB-49) are now very weak (photo). Note
die crack along the base of the Ietters

AII examples: radial dre crack from dentrl to
(AMERIC)A to the tip of the top arrowhead
and along the top of letters AMERICA and
arrowheads (photo); other die cracks
prominently along the base of the
denomination and most of the legend

High grade examples: rim cuds from K-5 to
K-10

This is the second use of this obverse die and second use of this reverse die.

Date grid: M2, .010” 143 reeds

Typical diameter=1.214”

Rarity - 4

Drapery die state: Full Foot support: Full

Dentils: Obverse: - Full; Reverse - Full

Grade of coin depicted: MS61

Coin from the Randy Wiley Collection

Cross reference: WB-101, Lloyd-918.

Version 1.325
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e S8

Small lump in the recessed

stars 11-12 (photo)

the field

e C(Clash in the drapery below
elbow

Sy o - . 5 .
R R R B-= T PR 537.:";,-.; .

P Y. ¢ Wy T

support to the left of the skirt loop (photo);
other smaller lumps throughout the lower

e Alldie staes: die crack between stars 9-10 to
dentil thru star 10 into field and between

e Radial die crack from the dentil at K-5 into

h

»

area of the rck

Liberty’s right

R Fa i a0 v AL B ”

o All examples seen: radial die crack from the
dentil above and along the left upright of the
(A)M(ERICA), along the upper tip of the
eagle’s right wing then splits to eagle’s neck
(photo)

This is the third use of this obverse die and onl

y use of this reverse die.

Date grid: M2, .010” 143 reeds

Typical diameter = 1.208” Rarity - 3

Drapery die state: Full

Foot support: Weak

Dentils: Obverse: - Full; Reverse - Full

Grade of coin depicted: AU50

Coin from the Mike Lloyd Collection

Cross reference: WB-101, Lloyd-919.

Version 1.325
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1854-0O
WB-52, Arrows

H Obverse 36

e Many diagonal (E to S) die ines thru the
date, prominently thru the left arrow and the
1(854) (photo)

e Small Iump on the upper right edge of the
shield (photo)

Reverse )g

\

All examples seen: horlzoﬁtal die lines in
the Iower shleld (photo) -

AII examples seen: radlal die crack from
between dentils above (AMERI)C(A) thru
left side of C into field and eagle’s right
wing (photo)

LDS: horizontal die crack from the dentil
above (A)M(ERICA) thru AM(ERICA) into
the field above the eagle’s head

This is the first use of this obverse die and first use of this reverse die.

Date grid: M2,.010” 143 reeds Typical diameter = 1.213” Rarity - 3

Drapery die state: Full Foot support: Full

Dentils: Obverse: - Full; Reverse - Full

Grade of coin depicted: AU58

Coin from the Randy Wiley Collection

Cross reference: WB-101, Lloyd-1001.

Version 1.325
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1854-0O
WB-53, Arrows

Reverse Y

T |

e Date (photo)
e The diagonal die lines thru the date seen in
the previous use of this die (WB-52) are now
not visible. It is currently unknown whether
these die lines were polished from the die on
WB-52 or this die marriage.

JER B LY

St e

e Large O mintmark (phB'Eo)

e All examples seen: heavily cracked reverse
prominently from the dentil thru
(AMERIC)A into the field (photo above)
and from the dentil bisecting the D(OL) to
the olive stem (photo below)

- \
A o bt
SR 5

e Two rdial die Iiné: from the dentil at K-7

%5 T S O
thru starl into field, another from the dentil | ¢  Other die cracks along the base of the
at K-2 thru star 11 into field — LDS (photo) denomination (see die crack diagram on the
with cud at star 11. Other die cracks thru next page)

stars 1-5 and 11-13

This is the second use of this obverse die and only use of this reverse die.

Date grid: M2,.010” 143 reeds Typical diameter = 1.209” Rarity - 3
Drapery die state: Full Foot support: Full Dentils: Obverse: - Full; Reverse - Full
Grade of coin depicted: XF40 Coin from the Mike Lloyd Collection
Cross reference: WB-101, Lloyd-1002. Version 1.325
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1854-0O
WB-54, Arrows

Reverse Z

e LargeO miﬁtmark (\pﬁat;)

; o o
. 2 'isl&é.'.".(‘. . w

e EDS: many die lines below the rock support
above the right arrowhead (photo)
P e

e Small lumps in the recessed area between

=< o -

e All éxamijles seen: radial die crack from
dentil to right of (DOL). to the tip of the

between stars 1-2 that splits into field and to
star 2 (photo above left); another thru stars
13 that splits north and south into field
(photo above right). Note bi-level die.

e Other die cracks thru left arrowhead, along
base, and thru rock

‘ : n B2
e All examples seen: diagona
(HAL)F DOL (photo)

| die crack thru

This is the only use of this obverse die and first use of this reverse die.

Date grid: M2,.010” 143 reeds Typical diameter = 1.201” Rarity - 3
Drapery die state: Full Foot support: Full Dentils: Obverse: - Full; Reverse - Full
Grade of coin depicted: EDS - AU53; LDS - VF20 Coins from the Mike Lloyd Collection
Cross reference: WB-101, Lloyd-1101. Version 1.325
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1854-O
WB-55, Arrows

Obverse 38

Ny
I} A \\G
b A ;
R P H <
) L] y -
TR .
LR 7 4 Sy

/ . A
o <) N
Seraens o G

e Date (photo); EDS shown above with crossed
die lines thru date. Other less prominent die
lines are thru stars 6-8. These die lines are
not on the LDS examples.

”

\‘ .‘ & .:.4(' A

it o LU d o, AR s
e EDS: parallel die lines above and thru star 9

o MD-LDS: die crack frodenti.l at foot
support (photo) thru foot into stars 9-13

S i fa
3 S - A
. A4, BE w . ’ . =
L S o o s

Small lumps in the recessed area between
olive leaves #1 and #2 (photo)
'5¢ &ﬁ’ A >,'-§ - '“ P

= s .

¢l

Diagonal die crack thru (HAL)F DOL
(photo); many other die cracks — see die
crack diagram on the next page

» vt - |
N L ¢

This is the only use of this obverse die and second use of this reverse die.

Date grid: M2,.010” 143 reeds

Typical diameter = 1.204” Rarity - 3

Drapery die state: Full Foot support: Full

Dentils: Obverse: - Full; Reverse - Full

Grade of coin depicted: EDS — VF30, LDS — XF45

Coins from the Mike Lloyd Collection

Cross reference: WB-101, Lloyd-1102.

Version 1.325
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in photo at right)

Obverse 38 (enhanced die cracks

Reverse Z (enhanced die cracks in photo at right)
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1854-O
WB-56, Arrows

Obverse 39

e Nearly vertical die lines thru the left
~arrowhead (photo)

. Small lump m L1berty S gown on leerty s -
Ieft mldsectlon (photo)

J Dlagonal (NW toSE) d|eI|ne from the |m to
Liberty’s head (photo); others around star 9

Reverse AA |

Die lines above and thru the Iters of
UNITED (photo above) and from dentils to
D(OL) (photo below)

This is the only use of this obverse die and only use of this reverse die.

Date grid: M2,.010” 143 reeds Typical diameter = 1.204” Rarity - 4

Drapery die state: Full Foot support: Full

Dentils: Obverse: - Full; Reverse - Full

Grade of coin depicted: XF45 and VG10

Coins from the Mike Lloyd Collection

Cross reference: WB-101, Lloyd-UL-1.

Version 1.325
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Reverse AA
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1854-O

WB-57, Arrows

Obverse 40

o All examples seen: die cracks from dentils
thru the right arrowhead and in the field into
the rock support (photo); LDS: these die
cracks extend into Liberty’s gown

. ‘LDS Wlth 148reeds radlal dlevcrack from
dentil between stars 4-5 into field towards
Liberty’s left arm (photo); another die crack

Reverse BB |

e LargeO mmtmark (photo)
e EDS: no dlscernlble die dlagnostlcs

o MDS LDS: radlal d|e crack from dentil thru
(DO)L to lower arrow shaft (photo)

o LDS (strong on examples W|th 148 reeds)
radial die crack from between dentils

thru stars 9-13 between (UN)IT(ED) into the field towards

the left wing (photo); another radial die
crack thru the right side of the (STATE)S
and other die cracks along the legend

This is the only use of this obverse die and only use of this reverse die.

EDS: 143 reeds

Date grid: M2, .010 LDS: 148 reeds

Typical diameter = 1.204”

143 Reeds: Rarity - 3
148 Reeds: Rarity - 5

Drapery die state: Full Foot support: Full

Dentils: Obverse: - Full; Reverse - Full

Grade of coin depicted: AU53

Coin from the Mike Lloyd Collection

Cross reference: WB-101, Lloyd-UL-2-3 and 8.

Version 1.325
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Reverse BB (enhanced die cracks in photo at rlght)

Bill Bugert
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1854-0O
WB-58, Arrows

LY

Date (ot)' | |

: 9
. =
EA
: ) .
. < N

L »
-’ : . s

- . o .

e > . #

>
’ji/?", ¥

-

o All exahbles seen: parallel di
rock into the shield’s left side (photo)

. LDS: clash lines in Liberty’.s lap (photo)

Reverse CC
AT T

Large O mintma (photo)
EDS: no discernible die diagnostics
R R AT BN SR .

.'"'-'\f.’: A 7..:3 A

AN S
e lines from the

above (UNITE)D along the right side of the
D along the base of letters STATES (photo)

"2

This is the only use of this obverse die and only use of this reverse die.

Date grid: M2,.010” 143 reeds Typical diameter = 1.195” Rarity - 3

Drapery die state: Full

Foot support: Partial Dentils: Obverse: - Full; Reverse - Full

Grade of coin depicted: XF45

Coin from the Mike Lloyd Collection

Cross reference: WB-101, Lloyd-UL-3. Version 1.325
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e

Reverse CC (enhanced die cracks in photo at right)

Bill Bugert
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1855-O Arrows

This date is the last in the series of arrows at date, no motto reverse half dollars. Evidentially, the
Mint decided they had run the arrows at the date long enough to satisfy/inform the public that the
planchet weight had changed. As with the previous two years (1853-O Arrows and Rays and 1854-
O Arrows), the date and arrowheads at each side of the date were punched into the master obverse
die from which all the working dies for this date were made. | believe the Mint decided to add the
date/arrowheads into the master die instead of the normal policy of punching them into the
individual working dies was so that no half dollar of this date would be minted without the
arrowheads. In any case, there is no position variation of the date and arrowheads for 1855-0.

Nineteen die marriages are known as depicted in the tables below.

Mintage Number of | Number of | Obverse | Reverse | Reed Counts
g Dies Marriages Dies Dies Known
Requested - - 3
3,688,000 Shipped - 16 16
Known 19 18 16 (141,143, 148)

Attributing 1855-O Arrows half dollars. The date and arrowheads at the date have no variation in
placement for all die marriages of this date. This characteristic is due to the date and arrowheads
being punched into the master head die from which all the working dies for this date were made.
Lack of variation in date/arrowhead placement makes differentiation of the date placements
worthless for specific working die attribution. Add this to the extremely poor diagnostics for many
dies of this date and few readily apparent variations in mintmark positions make for very difficult
variety attribution, especially for coins grading below VF. Many low grade examples of this date
are impossible to correctly attribute. For these reasons, 1855-0 is my least favorite mintmarked
Liberty Seated half dollar date.

Of all the New Orleans Branch Mint half dollar die marriages, this date requires the most
new effort outside this Register. With the poor die diagnostics and my lack of interest in this date, |
believe additional die marriages will be found with concentrated research efforts. There is also the
distinct possibility that some the dies listed here without poor die diagnostics may indeed be
duplicates currently separately listed. In summary, further research is necessary on identification of
the die marriages of this date.
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9 % LL § E % £ qc) 8 (<8}
2 |SJF| .| B |25 B | g
ST STz | 58| &2 |33 |58, o2
1855'0 = o QVE c w o == oo g > =
SE|Sws|Sz| x | B |EEE| B
Obverseand Reverse | TS | $so| 28 S S5 |88~ | &8
.. e SE|SE=| =g 2 S22 |3¢c < ©
die identification keys | £ S| o > | 22 |25 L
o 250 | A S I
O o 0O > 0 g
A B C D E F G
Lump on Liberty’s throat | 1 | WB-1
Lumps in the drapery 2 | WB-2
Diagonal die line in
Liberty’s skirt 3 WB-3
Lump inside left elbow 4 WB-4
Vertical die line from
Liberty’s right calf > WB-5
Lumps on Liberty’s neck 6 WB-6
and throat
Lump in the drapery WB-7 | WB-8
Lumps betweer_l star 13 8 WB-9
and dentils
1855-0 | & e |y = e, le.2]s
B S8 | 55 .~ E 25 | S8 EFes | § e
=S it [
Obverse and EZ2 | o |£E38| 50 | 88 | EB 585w 2w |89
. c 't E © oWl &y ¢ = c 5 |20 g g,: SQ:
Reverse die Eg8 | 22 |ESE| x5 | 285 | ES E2o2y g< | 8T
: e & | =2 |23z g§~*F S 3 S8 2388 gk | £s
identification 55| 25 |385| 57 | 28| 58 5857 =2 | =2
keys gs | o |5 7| & cg | g5 g | &8 |B8%
n &) =] =z n 2
(Continued) H | J K L M N 0 P
Lump on right 9 | WB-10
arm
Lump on neckline | 10 WB-11
No die defects 11 WB-12
No die defects 12 WB-13
No die defects 13 WB-14
Lumps under
right knee 14 WB-15
Lump between
two shield lines | *° WB-16
No die defects 16 WB-17
D|e_cracks around 17 WB-18
circumference
Rust lumps on
Liberty 18 WB-19
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1855 O Arrows Half DoIIar Mlntmark Posmons

Reverse'M WB 16 Reverse N WB 17: Rerse O WB 18

e o o -
Reverse P, WB-19
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1855-O Arrows Half Dollar Die Linkage Diagram

Obv WB-1 Rev
1 &
Obv WB-10 Rev
9 H
@ WB_Z
2
Obv WB-11 Rev
: N
3 B
Obv WB-12
11
Obv WB-4 Rev
4 C Obv WB-13 Rev
12 J
@ o @
5 D
Obv WB-14 Rev
13 K
Obv WB-6 Rev
6 E
Obv WB-15 Rev
14 L
7 F
/ Obv WB-16 Rev
15 M
WB-8 Rev
\Cj WB-17
Obv WB-9 Obv Rev
8 16 N
Obv WB-18 Rev
17 0
Obv WB-19 Rev
18 P

Bill Bugert 199



1855-0O
WB-1, Arrows, O over Horizontal O

Obverse 1 Reverse A

e Large O mintmark repunched, O over
horlzontal O (photos above and below)

e EDS only: repunched (’?) or dle gouge above
lower left base of the_l _(phto)

e LDS only: circular die cracks along the tops
of the letters of the denomination and legend
e LDS only: clash in shield’s lower right

o All dle states: lump on Liberty’s throat
(photo) and die line in the rock support along
outside lower left edge of the shield

e LDS only: radial die crack from dentil
between stars 10-11 into field (photo) and
connecting most stars

This is the only use of this obverse die and first use of this reverse die.

Date grid: M1.5,.012” | 143 reeds | Typical diameter = 1.198” | Rarity - 3

Drapery die state: Partial | Foot support: Full | Dentils: Obverse - Full; Reverse - Full

. L EDS coin from the Randy Wiley Collection
Grade of coin depicted: NGC AUS8 MDS/LDS coins from the Bill Bugert Collection

Cross reference: WB-102. | Version 1.325
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1855-O

WB-1, Arrows, O over Horizontal O

a0

Reverse A (enhanced die cracks in photo at right)
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1855-0O
WB-2, Arrows, O over Horizontal O

Obverse 2 |

e Small “cruddy” lumps in the drapery below
Liberty’s right elbow (photo)

Reverse A

e LargeO mintmark répunched, O over
horizontal O (photos above and below)

e All die states: circular die cracks along the
tops of the letters of the denomination and
legend and along arrowheads and olive
leaves. These die cracks first appeared on
the previous use of this die (WB-1) and will
be on all examples of WB-2.

Clash in shield’s lower right

This is the only use of this obverse die and second and last use of this reverse die.

Date grid: M1.5,.012” [ 143 reeds

| Typical diameter = 1.204” | Rarity - 4

Drapery die state: Full | Foot support

. Full

Dentils: Obverse - Full; Reverse - Full

Grade of coin depicted: VF30

Coin from the Randy Wiley Collection

Cross reference: WB-102.

Version 1.325
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1855-O
WB-2, Arrows, O over Horizontal O

Bill Bugert
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1855-0O
WB-3, Arrows

° D‘ate (oto)

*// ' ., e g em"""

e Diagonal die line in Liberty’s skirt (above
left) and small lump in the rock support
above the right arrowhead (above right)

. Ai:)i dfect in ckupbort beI ribn
(photo)

e Weak die crack along star 8 to cap thru stars
9-12

All examples seen: die crack along base of

Reverse

letters (HAL)F DOL to arrowheads (photo)

This is the only use of this obverse die and only use of this reverse die.

Date grid: M1.5,.012” | 143 reeds

| Typical diameter = 1.199” |

Rarity - 4

Drapery die state: Full

| Foot support: Full

Dentils: Obverse - Full; Reverse - Full

Grade of coin depicted: XF45

Coin from the Randy Wiley Collection

Cross reference: WB-101.

Version 1.325
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Reverse B (enhanced die cracks in photo at right)

Bill Bugert
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1855-0O
WB-4, Arrows

. Obverse 4 Reverse C

e LargeO mlntmark low in the field below the
, crotch (photo)

. Lump 1n51de leerty s left elbow (lower nght

in above photo) al
e MDS to LDS: radial die crack from dentil «  Die line along upper arrow shaft (photo)
thru star 4 to leerty s left arm (photo above)

e LDS: Weak dle crack from rock support thru
ribbon to rock (photo)

e This is the only use of this obverse die and only use of this reverse die.

e With two reed counts for this die pair, short of actually counting the reeds, the 143 reed collar
may be identified in obverse die states by the lack of the radial die crack to the die crack
between the dentil to star 4 only. On later die states, the die crack extends from star 4 into the
left field.

e At least one LDS example of this die marriage exists with a partial collar.

. ,, | EDS: 143 reeds ) ) _ ’ EDS (143 reeds): R - 4
Date grid: M1.5,.012 LDS: 141 reeds Typical diameter = 1.204 LDS (141 reeds): R - 3

Drapery die state: Partial | Foot support: Full | Dentils: Obverse - Full; Reverse - Full
Grade of coin depicted: EDS: VF30 EDS coin from the Bill Bugert Collection

LDS: MS63 LDS coin from the Randy Wiley Collection
Cross reference: WB-101. | Version 1.325
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1855-0O
WB-4, Arrows

Reverse C
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1855-0O
WB-5, Arrows

e Nearly vertical die line from iberty’s right

/4‘ ::._;s R : :

e All examples seen: radial die crack from
dentil near star 9 thru lower tip of cap to
Liberty’s right wrist (photo above left);
another weaker radial die crack from dentil
thru star 13 into field (photo above right)

e Weak vertical die line in drapery below

Liberty’s elbow

Reverse D

Large O mintmark (photo)
Very weak die cracks from dentils along top
of letters UNIT(ED) and another from the

upper arrowhead to (AMERIC)A

This is the only use of this obverse die and only use of this reverse die.

Date grid: M1.5,.012” | 141 reeds

| Typical diameter = 1.206” |

Rarity - 3

Drapery die state: Partial

| Foot support: Full

Dentils: Obverse - Full; Reverse - Full

Grade of coin depicted: PCGS XF45 and AU53

Coins from the Bill Bugert and Randy
Wiley Collections

Cross reference: WB-101.

Version 1.325
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1855-0O
WB-6, Arrows

- Obverse6 Reverse E

B (o P
o Date (photo)

o Dlagonal (NW to SE) die I|ne in the Iower
shleld Imes (photo)

e EDS onIy vertical dle Ilnesth‘ru the(18)55
(photo); outlining on stars, Liberty, and date
fade W|th d|e state -

Small lumps on L1berty S neck and throat
(photo) visible on high grade coins

e Other scattered die lines throughout the
reverse prominently above and thru OF

(photo)
This is the only use of this obverse die and only use of this reverse die.
Date grid: M1.5,.012” [ 143 reeds | Typical diameter = 1.207” | Rarity - 3
Drapery die state: Full | Foot support: Full | Dentils: Obverse - Full; Reverse - Full
Grade of coin depicted: EDS: VF35 EDS coin from the Bill Bugert Collection
LDS: AU50 LDS coin from the Randy Wiley Collection
Cross reference: WB-101. | Version 1.325
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Obverse 6

£ LR B

- .

Reverse E
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1855-0O
WB-7, Arrows

. ump in the'drapery below Libefty’s right
elbow (photo)

e Scattered rust lumps on Liberty’s gown
prominently behind Liberty’s right ankle
(photo)

e Die cracks connecting stars 1-5 and another
diagonally in the rock support to the left of
the ribbon

Reverse F

Lower two arroheads connected by d|e
lines (photo)
Clash in shield’s lower right

This is the first use of this obverse die and only use of this reverse die.

Date grid: M1.5,.012” [ 143 reeds

| Typical diameter = 1.200” |

Rarity - 3

Drapery die state: Full

| Foot support: Full

Dentils: Obverse - Full; Reverse - Full

Grade of coin depicted: XF40

Coin from the Randy Wiley Collection

Cross reference: WB-101.

Version 1.325
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Obverse 7

s R4 2R 82 : 2

Alm i 8 A

Reverse F

™
ah

Bill Bugert
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1855-0O
WB-8, Arrows

- .

e Large O mintmark high and close to the
feather tip (photo)

e No prominent die characteristics except
extensive die cracks — see next page for
diagram of die cracks

e Lump in the drapery below Liberty’s right
elbow (photo)

e The rust lumps seen on the previous use of
this die (WB-7) are not now visible.

e Very heavily cracked die — see next page for

diagram of die cracks

This is the second and last use of this obverse die and first use of this reverse die.

Date grid: M1.5,.012” [ 143 reeds | Typical diameter = 1.206” | Rarity - 3
Drapery die state: Full | Foot support: Full | Dentils: Obverse - Full; Reverse - Full
Grade of coin depicted: MS62 Coin from the Randy Wiley Collection
Cross reference: WB-101. Version 1.325
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1855-0O
WB-9, Arrows

scroll (photo)

o ASma§II lumps between star 1
dentils (photo)
iy .\“ _ 39

and the adjécent

Reverse G
Y. » allin ¥

Large O mintmark high and close to the
feather tip (photo)

No prominent die characteristics except die
cracks; heaviest die cracks are thru olive
leaves to HA(LF) (phgto below) _

LA " e WEE L)
Extensive die cracking — see next page for
diagram of die cracks. This die marriage
has the most heavily cracked reverse die of
1855-0.

of this die marriage.

This is the only use of this obverse die and second use of this reverse die.
Additional die diagnostics will likely be determined with discovery of another higher grade example

Date grid: M1.5,.012” [ 143 reeds

| Typical diameter = 1.198” | Rarity - 3

Drapery die state: Partial

| Foot support: Full

Dentils: Obverse - Full; Reverse - Full

Grade of coin depicted: VF30

Coin from the Bill Bugert Collection

Cross reference: WB-101.

Version 1.325
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Reverse G (enhanced die cracks in photo at right)

Bill Bugert
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1855-0O
WB-10, Arrows

Obve rse _9 _

. all lump onleerty S rlght calf (photo)

J Lump on leerty s rlght arm adjacent to the
_pole (photo)

e C(lash hnes on leerty S lap (photo)
Weak die crack off end of Liberty’s right
foot to dentils and another thru stars 7-13

e Rusty lumps/ rough surfaces throughout
Liberty

Reverse H

e LargeO miﬁtmarli (bhoto)
e No prominent die characteristics
e Clash in shield’s lower right

This is the only use of this obverse die and only use of this reverse die.

Date grid: M1.5,.012” | 143 reeds

| Typical diameter = 1.201” | Rarity - 3

Drapery die state: Partial | Foot support:

Full Dentils: Obverse - Weak; Reverse - Full

Grade of coin depicted: XF40

Coin from the Bill Bugert Collection

Cross reference: WB-101.

Version 1.325
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1855-O

VWB-1O, Arrows

ffw~ g ,\’
IATE 90 _.

0«""

LYY YYD

Reverse H
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1855-0O
WB-11, Arrows

e Diagonal die crack thru Liberty’s foot into
rock support and to dentil at right (photo);
other die cracks thru stars 3-4, head to star 8

to cap, and stars 10-13

Large O mitmark (phto)

¥

Unfinished along lower inside shield

This is the only use of this obverse die and first use of this reverse die.

Date grid: M1.5,.012” [ 143 reeds

| Typical diameter = 1.202” |

Rarity - 3

Drapery die state: Full

| Foot support: Full

Dentils: Obverse - Full; Reverse - Full

Grade of coin depicted: XF45

Coin from the Randy Wiley Collection

Cross reference: WB-101.

Version 1.325
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Reverse |
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1855-0O
WB-12, Arrows

~Obverse 11

e Date (photo)
e No readily identifiable die defects except for
a few faint die cracks noted below

. Dlagonal die crack thru L1berty s foot into
rock support and to dentil at right (photo)
(photo). At first appearance, this die crack
matches that in WB-11 but is actually lower
on Liberty’s instep and into Liberty’s sandal.

Compare photos for proper attribution.
( o ey ‘A \ ."“

e Other di cracks in the rock pport alongthe
ribbon (photo) and another between stars 6-7

_ Reverse |

Small Iump on oI|ve Ieaf #4 (photo)

Die cracks thru olive leaves #2-3 to the
lower left wing tip (photo above); another
die crack diagonally thru (UNITE)D
STA(TES) (photo below)

Unflnlshedalong Iower inside shleld |

This is the only use of this obverse die and second and last use of this reverse die.

Date grid: M1.5,.012” | 143 reeds

‘ Typical diameter = 1.206” |

Rarity - 3

Drapery die state: Full

| Foot support: Full

Dentils: Obverse - Full; Reverse - Full

Grade of coin depicted: MS61

Coin from the Randy Wiley Collection

Cross reference: WB-101.

Version 1.325
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Reverse | (enhanced die cracks in photo at right)

Bill Bugert
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1855-0O
WB-13, Arrows

o~
-

¢ Date (photo) (
L]

die attribution

No readily identifiable die defects useful for

1R

Scattered lumps in the recess

ed area of the
shield between vertical shield lines C3-D1
and E3-F1 (photo)

This is the only use of this obverse die and only use of this reverse die.

Date grid: M1.5,.012”

| 148 reeds

| Typical diameter = 1.202” |

Rarity - 3

Drapery die state: Full

| Foot support: Full

Dentils: Obverse - Full; Reverse - Full

Grade of coin depicted: PCGS XF45

Coin from the Bill Bugert Collection

Cross reference: WB-101.

Version 1.325
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bverse 12

=2 AR

Reverse J
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1855-0O
WB-14, Arrows

Obverse 13 ‘

o Date (photo)

e No readily identifiable die defects useful for
die attribution

e Note: die crack-like appearances visible on
the plate coin are actually toning
disturbances and planchet defects.

Reverse K

_ LargeO mmtmark (photo) '

Only example seen: die crack from dentil
above U(NITED) thru olive leaf #2’s tip
thru HA(LF) to dentil below (H)A(LF)
(photo)

Note: the arching line at K-5 (see photo next
page) may be a planchet flaw or the
beginning of a die crack

This is the only use of this obverse die and only use of this reverse die.

Date grid: M1.5,.012” | 148 reeds | Typical diameter = 1.201” | Rarity - 3

Drapery die state: Full | Foot support: Full

Dentils: Obverse - Full; Reverse - Full

Grade of coin depicted: VF30

Coin from the Randy Wiley Collection

Cross reference: WB-101.

Version 1.325
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Reverse K (enhanced die cracks in photo at right)

Bill Bugert
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1855-0O
WB-15, Arrows

Obverse 14

o Two small Iumps in the recessed area under
Liberty’s right knee (photo)

e All examples seen: strong clash Irnes across
Liberty’s lap in EDS fading in LDS to tine-
like remnants from Liberty’s right thigh
(photo)

Reverse L

i ey A an L
AII examples seen: die crack along the base
of legend UNITED STATES OF
A(MERICA) and from upper arrowhead to
(UNITE)D; (ST)ATES O(F) most
prominent (photo). These die cracks are
very weak in EDS and much strong in LDS.

This is the only use of this obverse die and only use of this reverse die.

Date grid: M1.5,.012” [ 148 reeds

| Typical diameter = 1.197” |

Rarity - 3

Drapery die state: Partial

| Foot support: Full

Dentils: Obverse - Full; Reverse - Full

Grade of coin depicted: EDS - ANACS EF40
LDS - XF40

Coins from the Bill Bugert Collection

Cross reference: WB-101.

Version 1.325
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1855-O

WB-15, Arrows

Reverse L (enhanced die cracks in photo at righ)

Bill Bugert 229




e Small lump centered between the upper two
complete horizontal shield lines (photo)

> -

N L e

o Weak die cracks betwestars 2-5 (photo)

Large O mintmark (phtb) |
No readily identifiable die defects useful for
die attribution

This is the only use of this obverse die and only use of this reverse die.

Date grid: M1.5,.012” | Unknown reeds

| Typical diameter = Unknown” |

Rarity - 3

Drapery die state: Full

| Foot support: Full

Dentils: Obverse - Full; Reverse - Full

Grade of coin depicted: NGC XF45

Coin from the Bill Bugert Collection

Cross reference: WB-101.

Version 1.325
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Reverse M
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1855-0O
WB-17, Arrows

~ Reverse N

o LargeOmlntmark (photo) |

o EDS uncracked LDS W|th d|e crack o SmaIIA Iurhp on the mlddle of the Iower edge
between stars 1-4 and from Liberty’s toe to of oI|ve leaf # 3 (photo)
the dentil near star 13 (photo) A § 48

e EDS: uncracked LDS W|th die crack from
upper arrowhead to (AMERIC)A (photo)

e Very high grade EDS coins have die lines in
the dentils above OF A(MERICA).

e This reverse die is transitional with 1856-O

(Reverse A).
This is the only use of this obverse die and only use of this reverse die in 1855.
Date grid: M1.5,.012” | 148 reeds | Typical diameter = 1.203” | Rarity - 3
Drapery die state: Full | Foot support: Full | Dentils: Obverse - Full; Reverse - Full
Grade of coin depicted: AU50 Coin from the Randy Wiley Collection
Cross reference: WB-101. Version 1.325
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1855-0O
WB-18, Arrows

Obverse 17

J ‘Multlple rust lumps on leerty S gown ’
prominently above the upper shield tip

o D|e cracks nearly around the entlre
circumference: notably from the rim at K-7
thru the rock to the left edge of the shield:;
another from the head to star 8 to rim to the
cap (photo) thru stars 9-13 to Liberty’s
instep.

e Light clash lines in the drapery below
Liberty’s elbow

Reverse O

D|e line |nthe recessed area between
vertical shield lines D-3 and E-1 (photo)

This is the only use of this obverse die and only use of this reverse die.

Date grid: M1.5,.012” | Unknown reeds

| Typical diameter = 1.203”

| Rarity - 4

Drapery die state: Full

| Foot support: Full

Dentils: Obverse - Full; Reverse - Full

Grade of coin depicted: ANACS AU55 Details

Coin from the Bill Bugert Collection

Cross reference: WB-101.

Version 1.325
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in photo at right)

Obverse 17 (enhanced die cracks
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1855-0O
WB-19, Arrows

Obverse 18 \

e Multiple rust Iumps on leerty promlnently
in the lower shield and to the right of the
scroll nd (photo)

e Die crack thru the rock support to the rock
(photo)

Reverse P

Die I|nes between Ietters (A)ME(RICA) and
dentlls (photo)

Short tine-like d|e Imes along the |nS|de of
the eagle’s left leg (photo)

This is the only use of this obverse die and only use of this reverse die.

Date grid: M1.5,.012” | Unknown reeds

| Typical diameter = Unknown \

Rarity - 4

Drapery die state: Full

| Foot support: Full

Dentils: Obverse - Weak; Reverse - Full

Grade of coin depicted: ANACS XF45

Coin from the Bill Bugert Collection

Cross reference: WB-101.

Version 1.325

236

A Register of Liberty Seated Half Dollar Varieties, Volume 1V, New Orleans Branch Mint, 1853-0 WA to 1861-O




i

A ey

B

-~
| 5
N
2

Reverse P

Bill Bugert

237




238 A Register of Liberty Seated Half Dollar Varieties, Volume 1V, New Orleans Branch Mint, 1853-0 WA to 1861-O



Nineteen die marriages are known as depicted in the tables below and on the following

1856-0O

1856-0 half dollars are common but they have some merit. With four different repunched dates,
four different reed counts, and sufficient availability in all conditions to satisfy most collectors, it is
worth a second look; especially if you search for an unknown date style (see next page).

pages.
Mintage Number of Number of | Obverse | Reverse Reed Counts
g Dies Marriages Dies Dies Known
Requested - * * 4
2,658,000 Shipped - 18* 8*
Known 19 1% 10* (140, 141, 143, 148)
Note *: U.S .Archive’s die shipment records are incomplete.
Notched 1. All 1856 half dollars have a notch in the 5 T

lower right base of the 1. This includes all the obverse
dies used on all 1856 half dollars from all mints:
Philadelphia, New Orleans, and San Francisco. This
feature is noticeable even on low grade coins.

In background, the dates and mintmarks for the
Liberty Seated series were punched by hand or later, by a
large screw, into the working dies at Philadelphia (hence,
the date and mintmark placement variations). The dates were punched using a date gangpunch
consisting of between two and four digits of the desired date on a punch (There has been some
controversy over how many digits were on a date gangpunch but that is not addressed here.). The
number of individual date gangpunches available for each year’s use is unknown. Nevertheless, the
punch used for 1856 had a defect in the shape of a notch in the lower right base of the 1 (photo).
Logically, a notch on the date punch should be visibly apparent. Perhaps the punch was dropped
prior to use and a “dent” was imparted. Perhaps the notch was intentionally affected as a signature
of a mint employee. We will most likely never know but notched punches are known on another
Liberty Seated half dollar date (one die for 1848-0) and on other series; early seated half dimes (see
Gobrecht Journal, Volume 27, Number 80, pages 39-41), 1820 bust dimes, and early capped bust
half dollars for instance.

This logotype was also used inter-denominationally and the notch also appears on 1856
large cents and $10 and $20 gold pieces.
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Upright and Slanted 5. Does a slanted 5 in the date exist for 1856-P,0,S half dollars? | suspect it
might. Large cent collectors are familiar with both styles for this date. The same size upright 5 date
gangpunch with a notched 1 (possibly the exact same gangpunch) that was used for 1856 half
dollars was also used for 1856 large cents.

An 1856 upright 5 half dollar is depicted in
the image at the right. Note the digit 5 in date
stands upright; this is normal for all known
1856 half dollars regardless of mintmark.

An 1856 slanted 5 large cent is depicted in the
image at the right (courtesy of www.ha.com).
Since the same upright 5 date gangpunch was
used for 1856 half dollar and large cents, it is
entirely possible that the slanted 5 date
gangpunch that was used on 1856 large cents
may also have been used for 1856 half dollars.
If so, the 1856 half dollar date would appear as
the date at the right. To my knowledge, none currently does but there is a chance that it does exist.
If an example is found, I believe it would be extremely rare. Keep this in mind during your
collecting searches and please let me know if you find a genuine 1856-P,0,S half dollar with a
slanted 5 in the date.

1856-0 date grid quick reference table

Obverse die date grid | Die Marriage
L5.5,.011” WB-1
L5.5,.011” WB-2
L5.5,.012” WB-6
M1 ,.010” WB-10
M1 ,.010” WB-11
M1 ,.013” WB-18
M1.5,.008” WB-3
M1.5, .008” WB-4
M1.5,.010” WB-17
ML.5,.016” WB-7
M1.5,.018” WB-12
M1.5, .020” WB-13
M2 ,.012” WB-9
M2 ,.014” WB-14
M2 ,.016” WB-5
M2 ,.016” WB-8
M2 ,.016” WB-15
M2.5, .010” WB-19
M2.5,.014” WB-16
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[¢B] (<5} (<} (B} —
> (g ) = 8 5 £ £3
EEM.EE% s |ss_|£3 22 |£5
Pou|lefo| £ES |G E 28 4 G = =2,
1856-O0  |58:(8:3 B |g2% 825 B2 |5k
ol g o Sc| 82 |ESEL|2ERB| o5 | £<E
Obverse and E2elSso| 22 |2R2 2882 2 |28z
. =+ 2lXx 9 == Y— = .2 = T T o
Reverse die %§5§;§ =T c—ggé é’g% g?d ggg
. . gn . QL = - OIS = .. L2
identification keys |53 °/ %8 5° |£2° |4y 28 |§3
e |32 |>° w3 | § |>£
A B C D E F G
Many rust lumps on
Liberty’s skirt 1 | WB-1| WB-2
Rust lumps under
Liberty’s right 2 WB-3 | WB-4
armpit
Tiny tine from upper i i
left of serif of the 1 3 WB-5 WB-8
Repunched 6 4 WB-6
56 repunched south | 5 WB-7
Date obliquely
double punched 6 WB-9
Lump on the upright 7 WB-10 | WB-11
of the 1
Repunched 6 and
small lumps in 8 WB-12 WB-13
Liberty’s skirt
. 3
2 g EE > 0Z% 8| £3
1856-0 £8% |22 (832 .| £2
- 2I3E Q525850852 £
Obverse and Reverse die Sg2RE sSvT|eSzoe| 25
identification keys 583 585C 85555 =5
H =S 2L © 5 S <] ]
(Continued) 258558528 |E£382 58
G H I J
56 repunched north 9 WB-14 WB-15
Small lump in skirt between
right scroll end and Liberty’s 10 WB-16
foot
Small lumps to the right of
Liberty’s left elbow 1 WB-17 WB-18
Date right 12 WB-19
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1856 OHaIf DoIIar Mlntmark Psmons

! il ke~ ali
Reverse G, WB-13, 14 Reverse |, WB-18

Reverse J, WB-19
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1856-0O Half Dollar Die Linkage Diagram
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Small lump on the middle of the lower edge
of olive leaf # 3 (photo)
' d ¥ =Y N

S 2
»

e Rust lumps on Liberty’s skirt behind her heel
(photo)

.

e LDS: die cracks along top of letters
UNIT(ED) and from upper arrowhead to

. (AMERIC)A (photo)

v, R TR e This reverse die is transitional with 1855-O
o Diagonal (NW to SE) die line in the drapery (Reverse M).
below Liberty’s right elbow (photo)

This is the first use of this obverse die and only use of this reverse die.
This 1856-0 die marriage is the only one with 148 reeds.

Date grid: 5.5, .011” | 148 reeds | Typical diameter = 1.203” | Rarity - 4
Drapery die state: Full | Foot support: Full | Dentils: Obverse - Full; Reverse - Full
Grade of coin depicted: AU50 Coin from the Bill Bugert Collection
Cross reference: WB-101. Version 1.325
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Reverse A

Bill Bugert

245




¢ Rust lumps on Liberty’s skirt behind her heel
(photo)

e The die line in Liberty’s drapery seen on the
previous use of this obverse die (WB-1) is
not now visible.

e Faint clash mark in the field to right of
Liberty’s drapery

| Very Wa die hne

Large O mintmark (photo)
There are no prominent die diagnostics for

this reverse die.

in the eagle’s feathers
below the lower shield tip (photo)

T e

This is the second use of this obverse die and only use of this reverse die.

Date grid: L5.5,.011” [ 143 reeds | Typical diameter = 1.201” | Rarity - 4

Drapery die state: Full | Foot support: Full

Dentils: Obverse - Full; Reverse - Full

Grade of coin depicted: XF40

Coin from the Bill Bugert Collection

Cross reference: WB-101.

Version 1.325
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1856-0
WB-3, Repunched 1

Obverse 2

.......

o Repunched' 1 south and Iump on the upright
of the 1 (photo above left and far above) and
rust lumps under Liberty’s right armpit

Reverse C

Large O mintmark (photo)

EDS: no readily identifiable die diagnostics
LDS: weak die clash in shield’s lower right
and die cracks along top of letters
UNIT(ED) and from upper arrowhead to
(AMERIC)A

(photo above right)
This is the first use of this obverse die and only use of this reverse die.
Date grid: M1.5,.008” [ 143 reeds | Typical diameter = 1.202” | Rarity - 3
Drapery die state: Full | Foot support: Full | Dentils: Obverse - Full; Reverse - Full

Grade of coins depicted: PCGS XF40

Coins from the Bill Bugert Collection and
the Dick Osburn Collection

Cross reference: WB-101.

Version 1.325
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Reverse (enhanced die cracks in photo at right)
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Obverse 2

e Date (photo)

e Lump onthe uprlght of the 1 (photo above
left and far above) and rust lumps under
Liberty’s right armpit (photo above right)

e The repunched 1 seen on the previous use of
thls dle (WB 3) is not now V|5|ble

o D|e cracks between stars 1- 3,810 cap to star
9, between stars 10-12, and head to cap
(photo). Weaker die crack from the instep of
Liberty’s foot into field towards star 13

Reverse D

. Vertlcal d|e Iles from oI|ve leaf #5 into
_ f|eId below left Wlng (photo)

o x\.‘ 2

o Dotted rust I|ne above (A)M(ERICA)
(photo)

e Weak vertical die line between the reverse
vertical shield lines D-3 and E-1

e Weak vertical die line inside the eagle’s
beak

This is the second use of this obverse die and first use of this reverse die.

Date grid: M1.5,.008” | 143 reeds

[ Typical diameter = 1.202” |

Rarity - 3

Drapery die state: Full

| Foot support: Full

Dentils: Obverse - Full; Reverse - Full

Grade of coin depicted: AU55

Coin from the Randy Wiley Collection

Cross reference: WB-101.

Version 1.325
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1856-0
WB-5, Repunched 6

e All examples seen: small die crack from
ribbon tip into the rock support (photo)

'“."‘-’ RS S ‘_- . L .
Vertical die lines from olive |

& e E\ ‘ eL‘\ ‘i{ //‘ ;]
eaf #5 into
field below left wing (photo)

EDS: unclashed; LDS: clash in shield’s
lower right and in the field above the right

claw

This is the only use of this obverse die and second use of this reverse die.

Date grid: 1.5.5,.012” [ 143 reeds | Typical diameter = 1.202” | Rarity - 4

Drapery die state: Full to Partial | Foot support: Full | Dentils: Obverse - Full; Reverse - Full

Grade of coin depicted: AU50

Coin from the Randy Wiley Collection

Cross reference: WB-104.

Version 1.325
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1856-0O

WB-5, Repunched 6
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—?'
1

Reverse D
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Obve rse 4

-
g
——

Reverse D

o Date (photo)

. Vertlcal die I|nes from olive Ieaf #5 |nto
f|eId belowleft Wlng (photo)

o T|ny tlne from upper left of serif of the 1
(photo above left)

e Small tine from the dentil below the right
edge of the 6 (photo above right)

e Small die line from the dent|I above
(A)M(ERICA) (photo)

e (lash in shield’s lower right and in the field
above the right claw

This is the first use of this obverse die and third use of this reverse die.

Date grid: M2,.014” | 143 reeds | Typical diameter = 1.201” | Rarity - 4
Drapery die state: Full | Foot support: Full | Dentils: Obverse - Full; Reverse - Full
Grade of coin depicted: AU55 Coin from the Dick Osburn Collection
Cross reference: WB-101. Version 1.325
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1856-0
WB-7, Repunched 56

e Two small lumps in L1berty s skirt to the
right of the lower edge of the scroll (photo)

Obverse 5

(’Reverse D

e Large O mintmark low in the field (photo)

e The vertical die lines from olive leaf #5 into
field below left wing seen in the previous
uses of this die (WB-4 and WB-5) are not
visible on this die marriage.

o Weak dle cracks along the top of Ietters
UNI(TED) and between (UNITE)D
S(TATES) (photo)

e Second clash in shield’s lower right overlaps
the first clash seen on the previous use of
this die (WB-6). This second clash is higher
than the first.

This is the only use of this obverse die and fourth use of this reverse die.

Date grid: M1.5,.016” | 143 reeds | Typical diameter = 1.200” | Rarity - 3

Drapery die state: Full

| Foot support: Full | Dentils: Obverse - Full; Reverse - Full

Grade of coin depicted: AU50

Coin from the Randy Wiley Collection

Cross reference: WB-104.

Version 1.325
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~ Obverse 3 Reverse

. Vertlcal die Imes between the tlps of olive
leaves 3 and 4 to the left wing (photo)

e Tinytine fror;t upper Ie of serif of the 1

) Crossed dle Ilnes from dentils above and
thru (A)ME(RICA) (photo). These die lines
fade with die wear.

e Other die lines in the recessed area near the
lower arrowhead

e LDS: die crack from dent into ied between
stars 10-11 and to star 9 (photo)
e (Clash in drapery below Liberty’s elbow

This is the second use of this obverse die and first use of this reverse die.

Date grid: M2, .016” | 143 reeds | Typical diameter = 1.201” | Rarity - 3
Drapery die state: Full | Foot support: Full | Dentils: Obverse - Full; Reverse - Full
Grade of coin depicted: EDS: AU50 EDS coin from the Bill Bugert Collection

LDS: AU58 LDS coin from the Randy Wiley Collection
Cross reference: WB-101. | Version 1.325
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1856-0O
WB-9, Doubled Date

Obverse6

Date obllquly doublepuched (slanting up
to the right) (photo above); LDS: doubling on
date weak (photo below)

e MDSto LDS clash in the drapery below
Liberty’s right elbow
LDS: No drapery below Liberty’s elbow

Reverse E

Large O mintmark (photo)

The die lines seen in the previous use of this
die (WB-8) are not now visible.

MBDS to LDS: clash in shield’s lower right
LDS: die crack along base of letters DOL

This is the only use of this obverse die and second use of this reverse die.

EDS: 140 reeds

Date grid: M2, .012” 1\ "54. 143 reeds

Typical diameter = 1.200”

EDS 140 reeds: Rarity - 2
LDS 143 reeds: Rarity - 5

Drapery die state: Full to none t0 weak

Foot support: Full

Dentils: Obverse - Full to weak
Reverse - Full

Grade of coin depicted: MS61

| Coins from the Randy Wiley Collection

Cross reference: WB-102.

| Version 1.325
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B
3
‘Q.

e Date (p*hbt

e Lumpon the_aright of the 1 (photo above
left and far bove) |

s

e Many diagonal (NW to SE) die lines along
the dentils from K-5 to K-7 (right of date in
photo above)

e (lash in drapery below Liberty’s right elbow

All de states: clash in shield’s 1

" weak die crack along the bottom of

ntmark (photo)
The die lines seen in a previous use of this
die (WB-8) are not now visible.

ower right

“)

-(“:. -

letters DOL (photo)

This is the first use of this obverse die and third and last use of this reverse die.

Date grid: M1,.010” | 143 reeds | Typical diameter = 1.201” | Rarity - 3

Drapery die state: Full | Foot support: Full

Dentils: Obverse - Full; Reverse - Full

Grade of coin depicted: AU50

Coin from the Randy Wiley Collection

Cross reference: WB-101.

Version 1.325
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Obverse 7

Reverse F

e Small Iumps and lines between the Ieft Wlng
“and olive Ieaves #4 and #5 (photo)

e Lump on the upright of the 1 (photo above
left and far above)

e The diagonal die lines along the dentils from
K-5 to K-7 seen in the previous use of this

die (WB-lO) are not now yisible. . . Scattered lines inside the Ieft and right claws
e Clash in drapery below Liberty’s right elbow (photo)

e Weak clash in shield’s lower right

This is the second use of this obverse die and only use of this reverse die.

Date grid: M1, .010” | 143 reeds | Typical diameter = 1.204” | Rarity - 3
Drapery die state: Full | Foot support: Full | Dentils: Obverse - Full; Reverse - Full
Grade of coin depicted: AU58 Coin from the Randy Wiley Collection
Cross reference: WB-101. Version 1.325
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1856-0O
WB-12, Repunched 6

Obverse 8

ReverseD

o Weak dle crack along the top of letters
UNITED, between (UNITE)D S(TATES)
(photo), and above (AME)RICA

e Second clash in shield’s lower right overlaps
the first clash seen on the previous use of
this die (WB-6). This second clash is higher
than the first.

o Small lumps in leerty S sklrt to the nght of
the lower shield (photo)

This is the first use of this obverse die and fifth and last use of this reverse die.

Date grid: M1.5,.018” | 141 reeds | Typical diameter = 1.199” | Rarity - 3
Drapery die state: Full | Foot support: Weak | Dentils: Obverse - Full; Reverse - Full
Grade of coin depicted: XF45 Coin from the Bill Bugert Collection
Cross reference: WB-104. Version 1.325
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1856-0
WB-13, Repunched 6

Obverse 8 _’ N Reverse G

ol
als .

OO LAETNIRY y_, NQ .
Die lines betwee d olive
Vs "k A _— leaves #4 and #5 and along the eagle’s left
e EDS: repunched 6 (photo above left); LDS: leg (photo)
the repunching is not visible SRS
e LDS: radial die crack from dentil between
stars 6-7 to Liberty’s left shoulder (photo
above right) )

f{

e Vertical die line within the upper Ie

e PR NS T e Y horizontal shield lines (photo)
e ol RN “‘"’"“ e Other minor die lines between the legend
e Small lumps in Liberty’s skirt to the right of and the dentils; many fade with die state
the lower shield (photo) that fade with die e Clash in shield’s lower right

state
e EDS: clash mark in the drapery below
Liberty’s right elbow and in the field to right

This is the second use of this obverse die and first use of this reverse die.

Date grid: M1.5,.020” | 141 reeds | Typical diameter =1.198” | Rarity - 3
Drapery die state: Full | Foot support: Weak | Dentils: Obverse - Full; Reverse - Full
Grade of coin depicted: EDS: MS64, LDS: MS61 Coins from the Randy Wiley Collection
Cross reference: WB-104. Version 1.325
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1856-0
WB-14, Repunched 56

e 56 repunched north (photos above) -
Remnants of the first punching shows on the
) }Iower‘ edges of the flgures 56

e “Sunrise” die cracks from aboe gures 1
and 6 into rock support (photo)
e Liberty is slightly rusty.

Reverse G

D1e lines along the eagle ] left leg (photo)

The die lines between the left wing and olive
leaves #4 and #5 as seen on the previous use
of th|s d|e (WB 13) are not now visible.

Vertical d|e I|ne within the upper Ieft
horizontal shield lines (photo). This die line
fades with die state.

Clash in shield’s lower right

This is the first use of this obverse die and second and last use of this reverse die.

Date grid: M2,.014” [ 143 reeds

| Typical diameter = 1.203” |

Rarity - 2

Drapery die state: Partial

| Foot support: Full

Dentils: Obverse - Full; Reverse - Full

Grade of coin depicted: NGC MS61

Coin from the Bill Bugert Collection

Cross reference: WB-103.

Version 1.325
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Obverse 9 (enhanced die cracks in photo at right)
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1856-0
WB-15, Repunched 56

Obverse 9

Reverse H

-

e Large O mintmark very highin the field
below thecrotch (photo)

o Repunched 56|n date (photo) ‘

e T

LY. i P
e 56 repunched north (photos above). o Many scattered crlsscrossed and dlagonal
Remnants of the first punching shows on the die lines to the left of and under the left
lower edges serif of the 5 and knob of the 6. wing and olive stem (photo). Other faint
Py 1\ WD 4 > diagonal die lines above and thru UNITED

e Clash in shield’s lower right

e “Sunrise” die cracks from above figures 1
and 6 into rock support (photo) now also into
the rock and into the field above the foot

o Liberty is slightly rusty.

This is the second and last use of this obverse die and first use of this reverse die.

Date grid: M2, .016” | 143 reeds | Typical diameter = 1.203” | Rarity - 3
Drapery die state: Partial | Foot support: Weak | Dentils: Obverse - Full; Reverse - Full
Grade of coin depicted: AU55 Coin from the Randy Wiley Collection
Cross reference: WB-103. Version 1.325
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Obverse 10

g - " ¥ " w...\-d
e Small Iump in skirt between rlght scrollend | e
and leerty s foot (photo) ]

o LDS radial d|e crack from dentll thru star 1
to Liberty’s left hand (photo)

e Weak clash in the drapery below Liberty’s
right elbow

‘ Reverse H

Large O mintmark very high in the field
below the crotch (photo) )

Diagonal die lines between the left wing and
olive stem and berry (photo). Many of the
crisscrossed die lines seen in the previous
use of this die (WB-15) are not now visible.
Clash in shield’s lower right

This is the only use of this obverse die and second use of this reverse die.

Date grid: M2.5,.014” | 143 reeds | Typical diameter = 1.205” | Rarity - 3

Drapery die state: Full | Foot support: Full

Dentils: Obverse - Full; Reverse - Full

Grade of coin depicted: XF45

Coin from the Bill Bugert Collection

Cross reference: WB-101.

Version 1.325
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‘ Obverse 11

e Many smaII lumps on leerty promlnently to
the right of Liberty’s left elbow (photo
above) and in the shield below (LIB)ER(TY)
(photo below)

. ThIS Iump in the shleld may p033|bly bean
errant digit of the date. Additional study is
required.

Reverse H

e Diagonal die Iies between tﬁ.ekeft'wing ad
ollve stem and berry (photo)

St 4
o D|e crack anng the top of letters UNITED
and connecting the base of letters (UNITE)D
ST(ATES)
e Clash in shield’s lower right
e Small rust lumps on the eagle

This is the first of this obverse die and third use of this reverse die.

One example was seen with a 10° reverse rotation.

Date grid: M1.5,.010” | 141 reeds

‘ Typical diameter = 1.199” |

Rarity - 3

Drapery die state: Full

| Foot support: Full

Dentils: Obverse - Full; Reverse - Full

Grade of coin depicted: PCGS MS62

Coin from the Bill Bugert Collection

Cross reference: WB-101.

Version 1.325
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Obverse 11
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Reverse H (enhanced die cracks in photo at right)
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_Obverse 11

e Many small lumps on Liberty prominently to
the right of Liberty’s left elbow (photo
above) and in the shield below (LIB)ER(TY) | *®

(photo below)

. ThIS Iump in the shield may p033|bly be an
errant digit of the date. Additional study is

Reverse I

Two sets of die lines in the field along the
eagle’s left wing and along the left leg
(photo)

Clash in shield’s lower right

One example that appears to be a LDS of
this die was seen without the die lines below
the left wing. It is unknown whether it is a
new die or a late die state without the die
lines. Additional examples need to be
studied to determine its status.

required.
This is the second and last use of this obverse die and only use of this reverse die.
Date grid: M1,.013” | 141 reeds | Typical diameter = 1.198” | Rarity - 4
Drapery die state: Partial | Foot support: Weak | Dentils: Obverse - Full; Reverse - Full

Grade of coin depicted: VF25

Coin from the Randy Wiley Collection

Cross reference: WB-101.

Version 1.325

278 A Register of Liberty Seated Half Dollar Varieties, Volume 1V, New Orleans Branch Mint, 1853-O WA to 1861-O




Obverse 11

Reverse |
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1856-0O
WB-19, Doubled Die Obverse

_Obverse12

o Doubled d|e obverse The lower skirt Ioop
is prominently doubled as seen above (photo)
as are the left ends of the horizontal shield
lines and portions of the shield and skirt.

e Liberty is slightly rusty. °

Reverse J

Multlple die lines W|th|n the Iower shleld
two horizontal lines at the bottom and

another diagonal line between shield lines

D-E and E-1 (photo)

Scattered die lines between the t|p of olive
leaf #4 and the eagle’s left wing (photo)
This reverse die is transitional with 1857-O
(reverse A).

This is the only use of this obverse die and only use of this reverse die.

Date grid: M2.5,.010” | 143 reeds | Typical diameter = 1.205” | Rarity - 3

Drapery die state: Partial | Foot support: Weak

Dentils: Obverse - Full; Reverse - Full

Grade of coin depicted: XF45

Coin from the Bill Bugert Collection

Cross reference: WB-101.

Version 1.325
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Reverse J

Bill Bugert
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With a mintage below a million and only seven die marriages, this date is usually not given a

1857-0O

second look. In fact, 1857-O has the lowest mintage of the late date New Orleans half dollars. The
die marriages are easy to tell apart but that is about as easy as it will get. Finding them all will be
challenging; this is one date that you will not see as frequently as you might think.

Seven die marriages are known as depicted in the tables below and on the following pages.

Mintage Number of | Number of | Obverse | Reverse | Reed Counts
Dies Marriages Dies Dies Known
Requested - 8 % )
818,000 Shipped - 8 2% (140)
Known 7 8 3

Note *: U.S .Archive’s die shipment records are incomplete.

Date logotypes. Two date logotypes are frequently cited to exist for 1857-0, the 18 connected and

the 18 not connecte

d (see photos b

Io). )

Logtyp 2 = 18 connected

Close scrutiny of both date styles reveals the 18 connected by a line at the lower right base of the 1

with the lower loop of the 8 on some 1857-0 obverse dies. This observation may lead you to

believe that the working dies for this date were made with two different date logotypes punches. In
actuality, | believe the connecting line between the 18 shows only on those dies where the date was

heavily impressed into the die or the connecting line of coins of this logotype wore off with die

wear. Credibility to this theory is that WB-7’s obverse die #6 exists with both the 18 not connected

and the 18 connected. (see

Nk )5

Bill Bugert

7-18 hoonn

L
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1857-0 date grid quick reference table

Obverse die date grid | Die Marriage
M3 ,.016” WB-7
M4 ,.012” WB-1
M4 ,.018” WB-6
M4.5,.012” WB-5
M4.5,.013” WB-4
M5 ,.015” WB-3
M5.5,.013” WB-2

1857 O Half DoIIar Mintmark P05|t|0ns
s o -, M

Reverse A, WB-1, 2 Reverse B, WB-3, 4, 5 " Reverse C, B-'6,7
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1857-O Half Dollar
Die Linkage Diagram

Obv

WB-1

<

Obv

Obv

Obv

Obv

Obv

Rev
\A
WB-2
WB-3
WB-4 @V
NG
WB-5
WB-6 Rev
NG
WB-7

CQIOIOIOAC

Bill Bugert

o
@ TE | 5
=] G c =
c O S D — =
1857-O | £3 | I£| 2%
Obverse and =2 | 28| 2.
. 2 | 28| 22
Reverse die £3 | 22 | 8D
identification keys | 2 22| §°
A >
2
A B C
Vertical die line into
rock support from | 1 | WB-1
Liberty’s toe
Small die lines in the > | w2 | wB-3
rock support
Date repunched 3 WEB-4
north
Die crack from dentil
into field between 4 WB-5
stars 10-11
Date was punched
into the rock support > WB-6
Date far left 6 WB-7
285




aAnA
18 connected (photo)

p—— -

e Vertical die line into rock support from
Liberty’s toe (photo)

e LDS: die crack s between stars 1-3 and from | e

Liberty’s head to cap

Reverse A

v

——

v — - S

J 9 g 2

Multiple die lines within the lower shield:
horizontal lines at the bottom and another
diagonal line between shield lines D-3 and
E-1 (photo)

Scattered die lines between the tip of olive
leaf #4 and the eagle’s left wing much
weaker than on the previous use of this die
(1856-0O WB-19)

This reverse die is transitional with 1856-O
(reverse J).

This is the only use of this obverse die and first use of this reverse die.

Date grid: M4, .012” | 140 reeds

| Typical diameter = 1.206” |

Rarity - 3

Drapery die state: Full | Foot support: Full

Dentils: Obverse - Full; Reverse - Full

Grade of coin depicted: Proof-like MS64

Coin from the Randy Wiley Collection

Cross reference: WB-101.

Version 1.325
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Reverse A

Bill Bugert
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Obverse 2

Reverse A

. Date right with 18 not connected (photd)

e Multiple die lines within the lower shield:
horizontal lines at the bottom and another
diagonal line between shield lines D-3 and
E 1 (photo)

e Small die Imes in the rock support anng the
SE corner of the right skirt fold and in the
rock support below Liberty’s foot (photo)

o AII examples seen: radlal die crack from
dentil at K-5 to lower arrowhead (photo)

e This reverse die is transitional with 1856-O
(reverse J).

This is the first use of this obverse die and second and last use of this reverse die.

Date grid: M5.5,.013” [ 140 reeds | Typical diameter = 1.205” | Rarity - 3
Drapery die state: Full | Foot support: Full | Dentils: Obverse - Full; Reverse - Full
Grade of coin depicted: XF45 Coin from the Bill Bugert Collection
Cross reference: WB-101. Version 1.325
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Obverse 2

Reverse A (enhanced die crack in photo at right)
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Obverse 2

e Date W|th 18 not connected (photo)

e The tine off the left end of serif of the 1 seen
in the previous use of this die (WB-2) is not
now visible.

o Small die line in the rock support along the
SE corner of the right skirt fold (photo); the
die line in the rock support below Liberty’s
foot seen in the previous use of this die is not
now visible.

e All examples seen: weakly struck stars 4-9

' A7 el N T3NS ARt SN
This is the second and last use of this obverse die and first use of this reverse die.

Dlagonal (NE to SW) d|e I|ne in the eagle ]
feathers below the shield (photo)

Reverse B

Die Imes from dentil to (AM)E(RICA) and
from dentil to (AMER)I(CA) (photo).
Another die line connecting serifs of
(STA)TE(S) (photo below)

Date grid: M5, .015” | 140 weak reeds | Typical diameter = 1.205” | Rarity - 3

Drapery die state: Full | Foot support: Weak

Dentils: Obverse - Full; Reverse - Full

Grade of coin depicted: MS62

Coin from the Randy Wiley Collection

Cross reference: WB-101.

Version 1.325
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Reverse B

Bill Bugert
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1857-O
WB-4, Repunched Date

Reverse B

Obverse 3

o Date repUnched north Wlth 18 conneeted and
a tiny tine to the upper left of the serif of the
1 (photo)

o Dlagonal (NE to SW) die IIne in the eagle S
feathers below the shield '(ph_oto)

o~

e Die lines from dentll to (AM)E(RICA)
(photo). The die line from dentil to
(AMER)I(CA) seen in the previous use of
this die (WB-3) is not now visible. Another
die line connecting serifs of (STA)TE(S)
(photo below)

° LDS d|e crack from dentil thru star 13 into
field (photo)

This is the only use of this obverse die and second use of this reverse die.

Date grid: M4.5, .013” | 140 reeds | Typical diameter = 1.207” | Rarity - 3
Drapery die state: Full | Foot support: Full | Dentils: Obverse - Full; Reverse - Full
Grade of coin depicted: EDS: XF45 EDS coin from the Bill Bugert Collection
LDS: MS64 LDS coin from the Randy Wiley Collection
Cross reference: WB-103. \ Version 1.325
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1857-O

Obverse ” enhanced die crak in photo at right)

Reverse B

Bill Bugert 293




R
e

}a o L
o AII examples seen: weak d|e crack from
dentil into field between stars 10-11 (photo)

Reverse B

Dlagonal (NE to SW) die IIne in the eagle S
feathers below the shield (photo)

The die lines from dentil to (AM)E(RICA),
from dentil to (AMER)I(CA), and from
between serifs of (STA)TE(S) seen in the
previous use of this die (WB-3) are not now
visible.

Multrple die polish I|nes from dentils around
circumference at K-7 to K-11 (photo)

Very heavily clashed die prominently in
lower right shield and in the field under the
eagle’s right wing

This is the only use of this obverse die and third and last use of this reverse die.

Date grid: M4.5,.012” | 140 reeds

‘ Typical diameter = 1.201” |

Rarity - 4

Drapery die state: Full

| Foot support: Full

Dentils: Obverse - Full; Reverse - Full

Grade of coin depicted: MS63

Coin from the Randy Wiley Collection

Cross reference: WB-101.

Version 1.325
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Reverse B

Bill Bugert
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1857-0O
WB-6, Date in Rock

__ Obverse 5 Reverse C

Date with 18 connected. The date was
punched into the rock support and skirt at
least four times (likely as many as six times)
above the (18)57 (photos above and below)

L)

e LDS: dlagonal (NE to SW) die polish lines
in the recessed area of the lower shield

e Die lines between ST(ATES) and dentils |
(photo)

N2
o g
. oW

1 (photo) (photo)
This is the only use of this obverse die and first use of this reverse die.
Date grid: M4,.018” | 140 reeds | Typical diameter = 1.201” | Rarity - 3
Drapery die state: Full | Foot support: Full | Dentils: Obverse - Full; Reverse - Full
Grade of coin depicted: AU58 Coin from the Randy Wiley Collection
Cross reference: WB-102. Version 1.325
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1857-0O
WB-6, Date in Rock

=5

L0

Obverse 5
e

Reverse C

Bill Bugert
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1857-O
WB-7

Obverse 6

~ Reverse C

o Large O mlntmark (photo)'

o Date furthest left of any 1857-0 obverse 18
not connected (photo) and 18 connected; see
introductory text.

e LDS: very small rust lumps throughout
Liberty

e LDS: clash in the drapery below Liberty’s
right elbow

e EDSto MDS only: dlagonal (NE to SW) d|e
polish lines in the recessed area of the lower
shield (photo) now much weaker than on the

previous use of this die (WB-6)

e EDS onIy d|e I|ne between S(TATES) and
dentils (photo)
o Vertical die line in the eagle’s mouth

This is the only use of this obverse die and second and last use of this reverse die.

Date grid: M3, .016” | 140 reeds | Typical diameter = 1.201” | Rarity - 3

Drapery die state: Full | Foot support: Full to weak | Dentils: Obverse - Full; Reverse - Full

Grade of coin depicted: EDS: MS65 EDS coin from the Randy Wiley Collection
LDS: XF45 LDS coin from the Bill Bugert Collection

Cross reference: WB-101. | Version 1.325
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Reverse C
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1858-0O

This date is one of the most common in the Liberty Seated half dollar series in terms of both
mintage (third highest in the entire series) and availability. You can find this date at any coin show
in almost any circulated condition. Its’ commonness likely decreases collector interest because,
other than adding a single coin to a collection, there appears to be little to draw interest.
Reinforcing this is a lack of variation in date and mintmark sizes, or even an appearance of variation
in the placement of the dates or mintmarks.

Conversely, there are plenty of interesting die varieties to draw even a casual collector.
Many obverse dies have repunched or misplaced (errant) dates or at least significant diagnostics to
easily identify the die marriage. Collecting all the die marriages could be a lifelong task but
collecting the major die marriages will keep the dedicated collector interested for years.

A daunting forty-one die marriages are known for 1858-O half dollars as depicted in the
tables below and on the following pages.

Reed
. . Number of Obverse | Reverse
Mintage | Number of Dies Die Marriages Dies Dies Counts
Known
Requested - - - 1
7,294,000 Shipped - 31 21 (140)
Known 41 24 24

Note *: U.S .Archive’s die shipment records are incomplete.

“Fun Facts.” Both 1858-0 half dollar related, here are two interesting personal bits of information.

| 1858-0

o
I

PCGS VG10

||E | it
| Kl 6294.10/24553139 il
| mm

=

R

This is the coin that launched my (Bill Bugert’s)
interest in Liberty Seated half dollars, an 1858-O
WB-10. My Maternal Grandmother gave me
this coin in 1967; it is now a family heirloom.

Randy Wiley is studying 1858-0 half dollar die
marriages at the March 2012 Half Dollar
Summit at the Bugert home in Gettysburg, PA.
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Bill Bugert

1858-0 date grid quick reference table

Obverse die date grid | Die Marriage
L5.5,.012” WB-7
L5.5,.014” WB-8
L5.5,.016” WB-9
M1, .006” WB-39
M1, .008” WB-40
M1, .010” WB-31
M1, .010” WB-41
M1, .018” WB-11
M1.5,.008” WB-6
M1.5,.010” WB-1
M1.5,.010” WB-15
M1.5,.010” WB-2
M1.5,.011” WB-3
M1.5,.012” WB-30
M1.5,.014” WB-19
M1.5,.014” WB-21
M1.5,.014” WB-25
M1.5,.016” WB-26
M1.5,.016” WB-27
ML1.5, .017” WB-24
M1.5,.018” WB-20
M2, .005” WB-35
M2, .008” WB-29
M2, .015” WB-22
M2, .016” WB-14
M2, .016” WB-23
M2, .016” WB-28
M2.5, .006” WB-17
M2.5, .008” WB-10
M2.5, .009” WB-34
M2.5,.009” WB-38
M2.5,.010” WB-18
M2.5,.011” WB-12
M2.5, .011” WB-16
M2.5,.012” WB-4
M2.5,.013” WB-13
M2.5,.014” WB-5
M3, .006” WB-36
M3, .006” WB-37
M3, .012” WB-32
M3, .013” WB-33
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1858 O Half DoIIar Mlntmark Posmon

ReverseC WB‘3 4
Y . <

Reverse M, WB 24, 25 Reverse N, WB-26 Reverse O, WB-27
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Reverse V, WB- 37

Reverse W WB-38, 39

1858 O Half DoIIar Mlntmark Posmons (Cont’d)

Reverse X, WB-40, 41

Bill Bugert
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1858-0 Half Dollar Die Linkage Diagram

WB-16
WB-1
WB-17
WB-2
WB-18
WB-3 WB-19
WB-4
WB-20
WB-5
WB-21
WB-6
WB-22
WB-7
WB-8 WB-23
WB-24
WB-9
WB-25
WB-10
WB-26
WB-11
WB-27
WB-12
WB-13
WB-28
WB-14
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1858-0O Half Dollar Die Linkage Diagram (Cont’d)

Bill Bugert

Obv WB-29 Rev
16 / Q
Obv WB-30 Rev
17 R

Obv WB-31
18
WB-32
Obv
19
, WB-33 Rev
S
Obv WB-34 Rev
20 i
gy WB-35 l
21
, WB-36 Rev
U
Obv WB-37 Rev
22 Vv
| WB-38
Rev
WB-39 W
Obv WB-40 Rev
X
WB-41 I

Obv

@ §
NN (8]
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wn e | -
“ [5) N 4= o @ S =
o =2 |ELoB8% (2% [B% | 24 |28<
< ° = < [_—— L —~ [ e = o ow O
1858-0O *sle [383lee |£¢ |28 | TE |22z
= ] v D [<3) el o]
= = e [ Rl =22 o =5
Obverseand | §& | 2°¢€ SBE|lcEPZEPELs % SES
. = c @ e = .= =53 o
Reverse die EC| 25 |se=|gg3ge3S=8 8. | 2%
identification =8| £ SeolZ8 |58 |£2 s =52
= 35 53 L|= 2 = o = 3 = o+
— - Y
keys P 2 23|85 |05 |29 n® 128%
A (o) 0w 5 [ag-=! N D
A B C D E F G H
Errant 1 in dentils 1 | WB-1| WB-2 | WB-3
Errant 8 in gown 2 WB-4 | WB-5
Quadrupled 2™ 8 3 WB-6
Errant 8 from rock 4 WB-7 | WB-8 | WB-9
Clash in the drapery | 5 WB-10
Clash in the drapery | 6 WB-11
Repuncgig E:;L tripled 7 WB-12 | WB-13
Rust lumps on
Liberty’s thighs 8 WB-14
Die line from
Liberty’s chin 9 WB-15 | WB-16
Errant digits from rock
support 10 WB-17
— - . (92]
o D 0 =7 = @ >
So S o gL |22l 38 a2 Q ? L|I_J <
o S o H L © =+ & o W Q %: |
1858-O |§F | 23| i |3F i% | s <
T @ £ | Do |83 o« @ <2 2T | c0
sSc| P | 22 |ewe| S| S8 59 |nau
Obverse and 582 §2| 835 =3/ cw | 25| £5§ | STE
- - © - f3) — S =
Reversedie |=¢5| 2| 5£ |Sgk| g2 | 32| 8% |£8%
- . - O = S : - N v— 172) 2
identification £ ° “2 | =65 |885 =6 | 85| 32 |&e
keys (Continued) | 25 | E8 | 52 685 E& |28 85 =%
2L s c fus 2 S 2
y ) & D g 5 531879 g< |28
| J K L M N O P
Errant digits from rock
support 10 | WB-18
Errant 8s in rock
support 11 | WB-19 | WB-20
18 Repunched North,
2" 8 Repunched South 12 WB-21
Repunched 2™ 8 13 WB-22 | WB-23 | WB-24
Weak die crack thru
stars 10-13 14 WB-25 | WB-26 | WB-27
Errant 18 from the rock
support 15 WB-28
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g 5.2 |g = s | &g
c 2 SE| = |92, 8 g =
1858-0O P 2yu | 25 | SE |28 e |S g © o
£ | S8 | 25 | 28 S| £ |52 S&
Obverse and =3 | E8 | £% | 2E |SZ8| 2oF |Sys| £5
Reverse die S5 | 85| 2| EL |Bgg S| 22| £8
REVETSE 5 28 | o % 2w |g8L gL |s32| 5E
identification 5 EU g; =8 |£ g gl 8% | £z 2 S
keys (Continued) | £ 2% 5 (2% |3 £ 52
=
Q R S T U V W X
Diagonal die line
in Liberty’s skirt 16 | WB-29
Die rust along the
pole by Liberty’s | 17 WB-30
right forearm
Clash lines across
Liberty’s lap 18 WB-31
Lisrepunched | 4 WB-32 | WB-33
Lumps in the rock
along Liberty’s 20 WB-34
left fingers
Tine from the
dentil below 21 WB-35 | WB-36
Liberty’s foot
No discernible die | ., WB-37 | WB-38
diagnostics
Base of an errant
1in the lower 23 WB-39 | WB-40
shield
Lumps in
Liberty’s skirt to }
the right of the 24 we-41
scroll end
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1858-0O
WB-1, Errant 1 in Dentils

Rean

'5;1‘""'5‘ e i \§ 2
e Date with the top of the serif of the 1 in the
dentils below the right edge of the 1 (photos)

% W, oy e

e Remnants of three other punches of the date
(most likely parts of 8s) in the rock support
and in Liberty’s skirt (photo)

e Diagonal (NW to SE) die line in the field
below the left edge of the rock support

e All die states: multiple horizontal die lines
along the dentils from K-4 to K-6.

~ Reverse A

N

;hto) |

eld (photo) )
eV el

(S)T(ATES) (photo left) and from dentil to
lowest olive leaf (photo above right)

o Man horizontal die lines in the lower shield
(photo)

This is the first use of this obverse die and only use of this reverse die.

Date grid: M1.5,.010” | 140 reeds

Typical diameter = 1.199”

Rarity - 2

Drapery die state: Full Foot support: Full

Dentils: Obverse - Full; Reverse - Full

Grade of coin depicted: PCGS AU53

Coin from the Bill Bugert Collection

Cross reference: WB-106.

Version 1.325
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1858-0O
WB-1, Errant 1 in Dentils

Reverse A (enhanced die cracks in photo at right)

Bill Bugert 309




1858-0O
WB-2, Errant 1 in Dentils

) Obverse 1

Date W|th the top of the serlf of the 1in the
dentlls below the rlght edge of the 1 (photos)

Remnants of three other punches of the date
(most likely parts of 8s) in the rock support
and in leerty S sklrt (photo)

Diagonal (NW to SE) d|e line in the field
below the left edge of the rock support
(photo)

All die states: multiple horizontal die lines
along the dentils from K-4 to K-6; these lines
are much weaker in LDS.

U(NITED) and (STATE)S (photos below)
5 A 1 S Y B ‘"-

_ Reverse B

Many die lines thru the olive branch (photo)
along the eagle’s left leg, diagonally thru
(UNITED, diagonally thru AME(RICA),
and along the outside of the eagle left wing

LDS only: radial die crack with small cud
from the dentil at K-4 thru the upper
arrowhead to the eagle’s right wing (photo);
other LDS die cracks radially thru

This is the second use of this obverse die and only use of this reverse d|e

Date grid: M1.5,.010”

140 reeds

Typical diameter = 1.200”

Rarity - 3

Drapery die state: Full

Foot support: Full

Dentils: Obverse - Full; Reverse - Full

Grade of coin depicted: AU55

Coin from the Randy Wiley Collection

Cross reference: WB-106.

Version 1.325
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Reverse B (enhanced die cracks in photo at right)
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1858-0O
WB-3, Errant 1 in Dentils

Obverse 1

o Date with the top of the serif of the 1 in the
dentils below the right edge of the 1 (photos).
In LDS examples of this die marriage, the 1
_in the dentils is not VISIb|e _

o Remnants of three other punches of the date
(most likely parts of 8s) in the rock support
and in Liberty’s skirt (photo)

e LDS only: radial die crack thru the upright of
the 1(858) thru the rock support and into the
shield.

e Diagonal (NW to SE) die line in the field
below the left edge of the rock support now
very weak; not visible on LDS examples.

e LDS only: multiple horizontal die lines along
the dentils from K-4 to K-6.

Reverse C

o EDS only dtegonal die I|ne along the top of
(UN)IT(ED) (photo)

o LDS onIy die gouge from the dentlls above
the right serif of the (AMERI)C(A) (photo)

This is the third use of this obverse die and only use of this reverse die.

Date grid: M1.5,.011” | 140 reeds

Typical diameter = 1.197”

Rarity - 2

Drapery die state: Full

Foot support: Full to weak

Dentils: Obverse - Full; Reverse - Full

Grade of coin depicted: EDS: AU55
LDS: AU55

EDS coin from the Bill Bugert Collection
LDS coin from the Randy Wiley Collection

Cross reference: WB-106.

Version 1.325
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1858-0O
WB-4, Errant 8 in Gown Above 2" 8

Obverse 2

T|ny tlne or lump on the upper left of the
. serif (photo)

e Errant (iigt (? in Liberty’s skirt (photo)

Reverse C

e LDS only: Vertlcal d1e line thru the eagle S
right leg and arrow shafts (photo)

¢ | am uncertain when the die state change for
the die gouge to die line (above) occurred;
I.e., is there a MDS that has both?

e LDS: heavy clash in the shield’s lower right
(see image next page)

This is the first use of this obverse die and second use of this reverse die.

Date grid: M2.5,.012” | 140 reeds

Typical diameter = 1.977”

Rarity - 3

Drapery die state: Full to partial

Foot support: Full

Dentils: Obverse - Full; Reverse - Full

Grade of coin depicted: EDS: XF45
LDS: AU50

EDS coin from the Bill Bugert Collection
LDS coin from the Randy Wiley Collection

Cross reference: WB-not listed.

Version 1.325
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1858-0O
WB-5, Errant 8 in Gown Above 2" 8

~ Obverse 2

5

Tt G0 W SRR
e Tiny tine or lump on the upper left of the
serif (photo) now much weaker than on the
previous use of this die (W

| 7§ P
,ﬁ v/ g

4y
photo)

e 2
Sl

e Errant digit (53 in LiBerty"-s ki (

=

ark (phot
i A ;

eagle’s left wing (photo)

This is the second use of this obverse die and first use of this reverse die.

140 reeds

Date grid: M2.5,.014”

Typical diameter = 1.197”

Rarity - 4

Drapery die state: Partial

Foot support: Full

Dentils: Obverse - Full; Reverse - Full

Grade of coin depicted: AU55

Coin from the Dick Osburn Collection

Cross reference: WB-not listed.

Version 1.325
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WB-5, Errant 8 in Gown Above 2" 8

Reverse D
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1858-0O
WB-6, Quadrupled 2" 8

 Obverse 3

s

)

X

e Date (p_h

W=
v

e The second 8 was punched no less than four
times into this die; in the rock support, in the
field, and in in the upper loop of the 8
(photo). Note EDS horizontal die lines in the
field to the right of and below the date.

BT RN

5 g~ -
- ® g <

o Die line in the rock support from iberty"s
right heel (photo)
e Heavily clashed die (see image on next page)

Reverse D

Mintmar (hot) |

T AP -~ > U B L AP %
Small lump in the crotch formed under the
eagle’s left wing (photo)

LDS only: weak die crack connects the tops
of letters UNIT(ED)

All die states: clash across all the shield
lines of the lower shield and under the
eagle’s right wing

This is the only use of this obverse die and second use of this reverse die.

140 reeds

Date grid: M1.5,.008”

Typical diameter = 1.197”

Rarity - 3

Drapery die state: Full Foot support: Full

Dentils: Obverse - Full; Reverse - Full

Grade of coin depicted: XF45

Coin from the Bill Bugert Collection

Cross reference: WB-107.

Version 1.325
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Reverse D
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1858-0O
WB-7, Errant 8 from Rock

b "‘!p-.‘
e Date left (photo)

& M o
e The bottom Ioop of an 8 protrudes from the
rock support above the second 8 in the date
(photo). This repunched 8 fades with die
state.
e MDS-LDS: clash in the drapery below
Liberty’s elbow

Reverse D

. SmaII lump i in the crotch formed under the
eagle’s left wing (photo)

LDS: radial d|e crack from dentll thru
(AMER)I(CA) to the eagle’s left wing
(photo). Another die crack along the top of
letters UNITED

All die states: clash across all the shield
lines of the lower shield and under the
eagle’s right wing

This is the first use of this obverse die and third use of this reverse die.

Date grid: L5.5,.012” 140 reeds Typical diameter = 1.203” Rarity - 3

Drapery die state: Full Foot support: Full Dentils: Obverse - Full; Reverse - Full

Grade of coin depicted: EDS: XF45 EDS coin from the Randy Wiley Collection
LDS: XF45 LDS coin from the Bill Bugert Collection

Cross reference: WB-108.

Version 1.325
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Reverse D (enhanced die cracks in photo at right)
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1858-0O
WB-8, Errant 8 from Rock

Obverse 4 Reverse E

8 .
V) WA o, 0 6555

e Date left (photo). The bottom Ioop of an 8
that protruded from the rock support in the
previous use of this die (WB-7) is not now
visible.

o Many dlagonal (NW to SE) d|e Ilnes in the
field under the eagle’s left wing (photo).
These lines are different from those of WB-
9. Other dle I|nes above (UNI)TE(D)

o Heavy clash in the drapery below leerty S
elbow and on her knee (photo)

e LDS onIy radlal d|e crack from the dentll at
K-4 between the (AMERIC)A and the upper
arrowhead towards the eagle’s right wing
(photo)

e Small tines along the edge of the eagle’s
upper right wing near the shield

o Weak bottoms of vertical shield lines C1-3

This is the second use of this obverse die and only use of this reverse die.

Date grid: L5.5,.014” 140 reeds Typical diameter = 1.200” Rarity - 3
Drapery die state: Partial Foot support: Full Dentils: Obverse - Weak; Reverse - Full
Grade of coin depicted: AU53 Coin from the Randy Wiley Collection
Cross reference: WB-108. Version 1.325
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Reverse E (enhanced die cracks in photo at right)
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Obverse 4

o~ T

: G-
Date left (photo). The bottom loop of an 8
that protruded from the rock support in the
first use of this die (WB-7) is not visible
‘here. Note the weak dentils below the date.

Heavy clash in the drapery below Liberty’s
elbow and on her knee (photo

Dlagonal (NW to SE) die lines dlrectly
under the crotch of the eagle’s left wing
(photo). These lines are different from those
of WB-8. Other smaller die lines along the
eagle’s inside left wing

Reverse F

This is the third use of this obverse die and first use of this reverse die.

Date grid: L5.5,.016” | 140 reeds

Typical diameter = 1.198” Rarity - 3

Drapery die state: Partial

Foot support: Weak

Dentils: Obverse - Weak; Reverse - Full

Grade of coin depicted: XF40

Coin from the Randy Wiley Collection

Cross reference: WB-108.

Version 1.325

324

A Register of Liberty Seated Half Dollar Varieties, Volume 1V, New Orleans Branch Mint, 1853-O WA to 1861-O



AT N
G L o

AAANAAAAAS
LA vy

Obverse 4

>y

/ STy A
AR @ o g A0
OO

Reverse F

Bill Bugert

325



-ﬁ‘a,

J Small lump in L1berty s skirt to the upper |
right of the right skirt fold (photo)_

.,’.._4". ..Q'.:-\‘: - ;u % {\ :Vj: .‘ :

Ok T e i L e

e Heavy clash in the drapery below leerty S
elbow and across her lap (photo)

e High-grade examples only: rim cuds from K-
1to K-3.

Dlagonal (NW to SE) d|e Ilnes dlrectly
under the crotch of the eagle’s left wing
(photo). These lines are different from those
of WB-8 and fewer than on the previous use
of this die (WB-9).

__ Reverse F

Small mternal cud or dle chip between
shield lines E3 and F1 along the upper edge
of the clash in the shield’s lower right
(photo)

Weak die crack between (STATE)S O(F)
(see die crack enhancement on next page)

This is the only use of this obverse die and second use of this reverse die.

Date grid: M2.5,.008” | 140 reeds

Typical diameter = 1.200”

Rarity - 3

Drapery die state: Partial Foot support: Full

Dentils: Obverse - Full; Reverse - Full

Grade of coin depicted: XF45

Coin from the Randy Wiley Collection

Cross reference: WB-101.

Version 1.325
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¢ Date (photo)

> v
e B
»gt Ly NG

>

i

e Heavy clash in the drapery below Liberty’s

elbow (photo)

i s AN
4

Mintmark Ebhoou)

Small tine is all ht remain\.S of‘the \diagoal
die line seen in the previous uses of this die
(WB-9 and WB-O) (photo)

i

\ "RE 1L ! 3 5 S 7

The small internal cud or die chip between
shield lines E3 and F1 along the upper edge
of the clash in the shield’s lower right seen
in the previous use of this die (WB-10) is
now consumed by the clash (photo)

Die crack between (STATE)S O(F) and
another alone the base of the denomination

This is the only use of this obverse die and third use of this reverse die.

Date grid: M1, .018”

140 reeds

Typical diameter = 1.200”

Rarity - 3

Drapery die state: Partial

Foot support: Full

Dentils: Obverse - Full; Reverse - Full

Grade of coin depicted: XF45

Coin from the Bill Bugert Collection

Cross reference: WB-101.

Version 1.325
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1858-0O
WB-12, Repunched 1 and Tripled 2™ 8

‘ Obverse 7 Reverse F

o Mlntmark (photo)

e La2h

e EDS: small t|ne is aII that remains of the
diagonal die line seen in the previous uses of
th|s die (WB -9 and WB 10) (photo)

e The 1 is repunched north half way up the
digit of the 1; other multiple repunchings of
the date in the rock support, field around the

~ date, and from the dentlls (photo)

e Larger |nternal cud or die Chlp (than WB-
10) between shield lines E3 and F1 along
the upper edge of the clash in the shield’s
lower right (photo)

e Vertical die lines from the olive stem to the
eagle’s right claw (photo)

o LDS repunched dlglts show onIy in the rock
support (photo)

This is the first use of this obverse die and fourth use of this reverse die.

Date grid: M2.5,.011” | 140 reeds Typical diameter = 1.198” Rarity - 3
Drapery die state: Full Foot support: Full Dentils: Obverse - Full; Reverse - Full
Grade of coin depicted: EDS: XF45 EDS coin from the Bill Bugert Collection

LDS: AU58 LDS coin from the Randy Wiley Collection
Cross reference: WB-103. Version 1.325
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WB-12, Repunched 1 and Tripled 2™ 8

P
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1858-0
WB-13, Repunched 1 and Tripled 2™ 8

Obverse 7

o Date (photo) The repunched dlglts seen in
the EDS use of this die on WB-12 show only
faintly intpe rock support (photol

o LDS t|ny d|e ch|p in the drapery below
Liberty’s right elbow (photo)

e LDS: clash in the drapery below Liberty’s
right elbow and along Liberty’s right forearm

e All examples seen: weak diagonal die crack
from the dentil to the left of the base of the 1
thru the rock support to the rock

Reverse G

e EDS-MDS: crossmg vertlcal and dlagonal
(SW to NE) die lines under the eagle’s right
wing (photo)

J LDS d|e I|nes pollshed away

o Dlagonal (SW to NE) dle I|nes |n the Iower
recessed area of the shield (photo)

e Unfinished beneath some letters of the
legend

e [DS: clash in shield’s lower right

This is the second use of this obverse die and first use of this reverse die.

Date grid: M2.5,.013” | 140 reeds

Typical diameter = 1.200”

Rarity - 3

Drapery die state: Full Foot support: Full

Dentils: Obverse - Full; Reverse - Full

Grade of coin depicted: EDS: MS63
LDS w/drapery cud: AU58

EDS coin from the Randy Wiley Collection
LDS coin from the Bill Bugert Collection

Cross reference: WB-103.

Version 1.325
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" 'L_/ ’

hand (photo)
e Note: these die lumps fade with die state.

e Small lump on‘ the rock ear Liberty’s left

=

Mintmak ghoto) B

" l ;

i

z“ "’ ‘.
' - ~

e § \ [ 3
LT

weaker than on the previous use of this die
(WB-13) (phgto) )

Radial die crack at K-6 thru the lower right
serif of (HA)L(F) to the feather tip above
the mintmark (photo)

The diagonal lines in the shield seen in the
previous use of this die (WB-13) are now
only faintly visible.

This is the only use of this obverse die and second use of this reverse die.

140 reeds

Date grid: M2, .016”

Typical diameter = 1.198”

Rarity - 3

Drapery die state: Partial

Foot support: Weak

Dentils: Obverse - Full; Reverse - Full

Grade of coin depicted: XF40

Coin from the Bill Bugert Collection

Cross reference: WB-101.

Version 1.325
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Reverse G (enhanced die cracks in photo at right)
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e Die line from Liberty’s chin to her left
shoulder (photo)

St Conl : ,
e Very weak horizontal die crack from the
lower left base of the 1 to the dentil at left
(photo)

[N

Mintmark (p

Die lines under the eagle’s
right wing much weaker than on the
previous use of this die (WB-13) (photo
above left)

e The diagonal lines in the shield seen in the
previous use of this die (WB-13) are now
only faintly visible.

o Radial die crack at K-6 thru the lower right
serif of (HA)L(F) to the feather tip above
the mintmark (photo above right)

e Clash in shield lower right

This is the first use of this obverse die and third use of this reverse die.

140 reeds

Date grid: M1.5,.010”

Typical diameter = 1.199” Rarity - 3

Drapery die state: Full

Foot support: Full

Dentils: Obverse - Full; Reverse - Weak

Grade of coin depicted: XF40

Coin from the Randy Wiley Collection

Cross reference: WB-101.

Version 1.325
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Reverse G (enhanced die cracks in photo at right)
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shoulder (photo) now much weaker than on
the previous use of this die (WB-15)
.

NS, o) .
e Horizontal die crack from the lower left base
of the 1 to the dentil at left (photo)

Reverse H

\ J 2
.
% .
4 .

Small lump on the lower edge of the middle
serif of the (AM)E(RICA) (photo)

EDS: unclashed

LDS: clash in shield’s lower right

This is the second use of this obverse die and first use of this reverse die.

Date grid: M2.5,.011” | 140 reeds

Typical diameter = 1.201”

Rarity - 3

Drapery die state: Partial Foot support: Weak

Dentils: Obverse - Full; Reverse - Full

Grade of coin depicted: PCGS XF45

Coin from the Randy Wiley Collection

Cross reference: WB-101.

Version 1.325
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1858-0O
WB-17, Errant Digits from Rock

the rock support above the left side of the
first 8 (photo above left) and above the left
side of the second 8 (photo above right)

e LDS: errant digits from rock support above
the date not visible

r ) o3
-2 \ 5

. 1o -4 -
e Tiny line along the lower edge of the scroll
below (LI)BE(RTY) (photo)

Reverse H

¥ iz ]
s o & 2
o
\ W28
)
- :C oy
=

mark (photo)
g

M i‘nt

Small lump on the lower edge of the middle
serif of the (AM)E(RICA) (photo)

All die states: large clash in shield’s lower
right

High grade coins only: rim cud at K-4
LDS: weak die crack along the bottom of
letters UNI(TED) and (D)OL.

This is the first use of this obverse die and second use of this reverse die.

1 » . . _ ” EDS wi/digits Rarity - 5
Date grid: M2.5, .006 140 reeds | Typical diameter = 1.202 LDS wio digits Rarity - 3
. ] Foot support: Full to i ) _ )
Drapery die state: Full weak in LDS Dentils: Obverse - Full; Reverse - Full

Grade of coin depicted: MS63

Coin from the Randy Wiley Collection

Cross reference: WB-109.

Version 1.325

340

A Register of Liberty Seated Half Dollar Varieties, Volume 1V, New Orleans Branch Mint, 1853-0 WA to 1861-O




Reverse H (enhanced die cracks in photo at right)
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1858-

WB-18,

Errant D

O

igits from Rock

Obverse 10

L '
Date (photo)
The errant digits from rock support above the
date seen in the previous use of this die (WB-
17) are not visible here

LDS: dlagonal die crack thru the Iower folds
of Liberty’s skirt (photo). Another very faint
die crack from the rock support thru the
ribbon

Reverse |

"Béﬂt::

Mintmark (photo)
e A

. V[-)ie~ line betweén the two arrowhe‘ads

Multlple die lines in and around the olive
leaves and branch (photo)

This is the second use of this obverse die and first u

se of this reverse die.

Date grid: M2.5,.010” | 140 reeds

Typical diameter = 1.202”

Rarity - 3

Drapery die state: Full Foot support: Weak

Dentils: Obverse - Full; Reverse - Full

Grade of coin depicted: AU58

Coin from the Randy Wiley Collection

Cross reference: WB-109.

Version 1.325
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in photo at right)
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1858-0O
WB-19, Errant 8s in Rock

- Obverse 11

e The lower loops of errant 8s in the rock
support above the (185)8 in the date (photos
above). A close up of this errant loop shows
it is actually two errant 8s, one above the
other (photo above rlght)

e EDS: miscellaneous unknown remnants in
the dentils below the date (photo)

e LDS: clash lines across Liberty’s lap and in
the drapery below Liberty’s right elbow

_Reverse I A

e Mintmark (photo)
e The reverse die lines seen on the previous

use of this die (WB-18) are now either very
faint or not VISIb|e

o AII examples seen d|e crack along the

inside of the eagle’s left wing (photo)
o All examples seen: clash in shield’s lower

e LDS: die crack from dent|I below H(ALF)
thru the olive leaves (photo)

This is the first use of this obverse die and second use of this reverse die.

140 reeds

Date grid: M1.5,.014”

Typical diameter = 1.200”

Rarity - 3

Drapery die state: Partial

Foot support: Weak

Dentils: Obverse - Full; Reverse - Full

Grade of coin depicted: EDS: AU50
LDS: AU50

EDS coin from the Bill Bugert Collection
LDS coin from the Randy Wiley Collection

Cross reference: WB-105.

Version 1.325

A Register of Liberty Seated Half Dollar Varieties, Volume 1V, New Orleans Branch Mint, 1853-0 WA to 1861-O




Reverse | (enhanced die cracks in photo at right)
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58-0O

WB-20, Errant 8s in Rock

Obverse 11
/ il SR .

The lower Ioops of two errant 85 in the rock
support above the (185)8 in the date (photo)
now much weaker than the first use of this
d|e (WB 19)»

LDS date extremely Weak (photo) ThIS
coin grades VG8 but lacks date detail.
Clash lines across Liberty’s lap and in the
drapery below Liberty’s right elbow

Reverse J

o SmaII Iump on the lower edge of olive Ieaf

#1 (photo)
Clash in shield’s lower right

This is the second use of this obverse die and only use of this reverse die.

140 reeds

Date grid: M1.5, .018”

Typical diameter = 1.202” Rarity - 4

Drapery die state: Partial

Foot support: Weak

Dentils: Obverse - Weak; Reverse - Full

Grade of coin depicted: EDS: AU58
LDS: VG8

EDS coin from the Randy Wiley Collection
LDS coin from the Bill Bugert Collection

Cross reference: WB-105.

Version 1.325
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1858-0
WB-21, 18 Repunched North, 2™ 8 Repunched South

Obverse 12

leaves (photo)

Repunchlngs on the date: 18 ‘to the north and
final 8 to the south (photos)

Small Iumpm the rock support anng the
lower left edge of the shield (photo)
EDS only: diagonal (SW to NE) die lines in

Reverse K

e Clash in shield’s lower right

. SmaII Iumps between and on the ollve'

Drapery die state: Full to Partial | Foot support: Full

Reverse - Full

the drapery
This is the only use of this obverse die and first use of this reverse die.
Date grid: M1.5,.014” | 140 reeds Typical diameter = 1.200” Rarity - 3
Dentils: Obverse - Full to weak;

Grade of coin depicted: AU58

Coin from the Randy Wiley Collection

Cross reference: WB-not listed.

Version 1.325
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1858-0
WB-22, Repunched 2™ 8

Obverse13

e EDS- MDS onIy bottom Ioop of a dlglt (8?)
between (18)58 (photos above). VEDS
(photo above) also has minor repunching on
the upper loop of the second 8.

e Huge arching Iump |n leerty s skirt off the
end the shield’s scroll (photo above left)

e LDS only: lump in the rock support along the
lower left edge of the shield (photo above
right)

e Heavy clash lines across Liberty’s knees and
in the drapery below her right elbow

~ Reverse K

o SmaII Iumps between and on the olive
leaves (photo)

e C(lash in shield’s lower right

e All examples seen: weak die cracks along
the top of letters UNITED and between
DO(L)

This is the first use of this obverse die and second use of this reverse die.

Date grid: M2, .015” 140 reeds

Typical diameter = 1.201”

Rarity - 3

Drapery die state: Partial Foot support: Full

Dentils: Obverse - Full; Reverse - Weak

Grade of coin depicted: EDS: XF45, AU55
LDS: AU55

EDS coins from the Bill Bugert Collection
LDS coin from the Randy Wiley Collection

Cross reference: WB-102.

Version 1.325
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1858-0
WB-23, Repunched 2™ 8

this die mariae (see WB-22)

kA N e

) ey . 2 e e EDS: diagonal die line in the lower recessed
e Huge arching lump in Liberty’s skirt off the area of the shield (photo above left)
end the shield’s scroll (photo) e LDS: clash in shield’s lower right (photo
e The lump in the rock support along the lower above right)

left edge of the shield seen in the LDS of the | e
previous use of this die (WB-22) is not now
visible.

MDS: no die line (above) or clash in shield

i g i
Yol e ’
. " - ‘
vy
Py A 4 &
. ) 2
:

) i "'.' B ey
e All die states: small die line in the recessed
area by the upper arrow feathers (photo)

e Heavy clash lines across Liberty’s knees and
in the drapery below her right elbow (photo)

This is the second use of this obverse die and only use of this reverse die.

Date grid: M2, .016” 140 reeds Typical diameter = 1.197” Rarity - 3

Drapery die state: None Foot support: Weak Dentils: Obverse - Weak; Reverse - Weak

Grade of coin depicted: EDS: XF40 EDS coin from the Randy Wiley Collection
LDS: AU53 LDS coin from the Bill Bugert Collection

Cross reference: WB-102. Version 1.325
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1858-0
WB-24, Repunched 2™ 8

_ Obverse 13

Date (photo) ~ All remnants of the repunched
8 seen on previous use of this die (WB-22)
are now pollshed away _

Huge archlng lump n L1berty S sklrt off the
end the shleld’s scroll (photo)

Heavy clash lines across Liberty’s knees and
in the drapery below her right elbow (photo)

Reverse M

Scattered lines (rough area) above

(UNITE(D) (photo)

SmaII tine on the upper edge ot the
(STAT)E(S) (photo)

Horlzontal Ilnes between (AM(ER(ICA)
(photo)

This is the third use of this obverse die and first use of this reverse die.

Date grid: M1.5,.017”

140 reeds

Typical diameter = 1.202”

Rarity - 4

Drapery die state: None

Foot support: Weak

Dentils: Obverse - Weak; Reverse - Full

Grade of coin depicted: AU50

Coin from the Dick Osburn Collection

Cross reference: WB-102.

Version 1.325
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Reverse M

Bill Bugert
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Obverse 14

All examples seen: weak die crack thru stars

10-13 (photo)
LDS: die rust resulting in a rough surfaces on
Liberty

Reverse M

All examples seen: radial die crack from rim
at K-3 forming a cud above (AMER)I(CA)
with the die crack continuing to the eagle’s
right wing (photo). When did this die
crack? It is unknown whether this die
cracked on the previous use of this die (WB-
24) or on this die marriage. Additional
examples of this die marriage are needed for
study.

LDS: die crack around nearly the entire
circumference thru the legend denomination,
olive leaves, and arrowheads (see next page)
Clash in shield’s lower right and in the field
under the right wing

This is the first use of this obverse die and second use of this reverse die.

Date grid: M1.5,.014” | 140 reeds

Typical diameter = 1.199 Rarity - 3

Drapery die state: Partial Foot support: Full

Dentils: Obverse - Weak; Reverse - Full

Grade of coin depicted: MDS: XF45

Coin from the Bill Bugert Collection

Cross reference: WB-101.

Version 1.325
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Reverse M (enhanced die cracks in photo at right) |
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e All examples seen: weak die crack thru stars
9-13 (photo)

e Die rust resulting in a rough surfaces on
Liberty

e LDS: heavy clash lines across Liberty’s
knees and in the drapery below her right
elbow

| .
Mintmark (phgtp)

Die line alon the upper edge of the olive
branch (photo)
LDS: clash in the shield’s lower right

This is the second use of this obverse die and only use of this reverse die.

Date grid: M1.5,.016” | 140 reeds

Typical diameter = 1.202”

Rarity - 3

Drapery die state: Partial Foot support: Full

Dentils: Obverse - Full; Reverse - Full

Grade of coin depicted: AU55

Coin from the Randy Wiley Collection

Cross reference: WB-101.

Version 1.325
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All die across Liberty’s lap and

° states: clash

Die cracks connect stars 1-2 and 9-13

in the drapery below her right elbow (photo)

Large patch of rust lumps in the upper
horizontal shield lines that extends into the
upper vertical lines B1-3(photo)

o |

This is the third use of this obverse die and onl

y use of this reverse die.

Date grid: M1.5,.016” | 140 reeds

Typical diameter = 1.202” Rarity - 3

Drapery die state: Partial

Foot support: Full

Dentils: Obverse - Full; Reverse - Full

Grade of coin depicted: AU50

Coin from the Dick Osburn Collection

Cross reference: WB-101.

Version 1.325
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1858-0O
WB-28, Errant 18 from Rock

P e *»,

Obverse 15

e The bottoms of errant digits 18 stick out from
the rock support above the 18(58) (photo)

e EDS only: another errant digit between
(18)58 (photo)

e Weak horizontal die lines in the field below
the rock support under Liberty’s foot

e LDS: die crack across lower skirt out
Liberty’s instep into field

Reverse P

Varlousdle I|nes thru (STA)TES (photo
above) and thru (U)NIT)ED (photo below)

Clash in the shleld’e‘lower rlght

This is the only use of this obverse die and only use of this reverse die.

Date grid: M2, .016” 140 reeds

Typical diameter = 1.198”

Rarity - 4

Drapery die state: Full Foot support: Full

Dentils: Obverse - Full; Reverse - Full

Grade of coins depicted: XF45s

Coins from the Bill Bugert and Randy
Wiley Collections

Cross reference: WB-104.

Version 1.325
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Obverse 15

Reverse P

363

Bill Bugert



J Dlagonal die line in L1berty S Skll't to the .
rlght of the scroII end (photo)

.....

o LDS dle crack thru the rock support below
Liberty’s foot to Liberty’s toes (photo)
e LDS: clash across Liberty’s lap and in the

Obverse 16

drapery below her right elbow

o EDS many dlagonal (SW tov NE) dle lines
in the shield’s lower recessed area (photo)

AR
' "‘1
T
-
%
=

e LDS: dle crack from rim at K-3 thru
(AMERI)C(A) to the eagle’s right wing
(photo). Another die crack thru the olive
leaves and along the base of the letters of the
denomination.

This is the only use of this obverse die and only use of this reverse die.

Date grid: M2, .008”

140 reeds

Typical diameter = 1.199” Rarity - 3

Drapery die state: Full to
partial

partial

Foot support: Full to

Dentils: Obverse - Full; Reverse - Full

Grade of coin depicted: AU50 and AU58

Coins from the Randy Collection

Cross reference: WB-101.

Version 1.325
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Reverse (nhanced die cracks in photo at right)
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1858-0O
WAB-30, Errant 8 from Rock above 2" 8

Reverse R

Obverse 17

e Mintmark (photo)
e One some examples of this die marriage,

e LDS with weak date (photo). The errant 8 in there is a very weak die line in the upper
the rock seen on the previous use of this die loop of the (AME)R(ICA). Otherwise, there
(WB-29) is now, along with the date and foot are no discernible die diagnostics.

support, polished away.
e EDS-MDS: date full |

o Crud from die rust along the pole by
Liberty’s right forearm (photo)

This is the only use of this obverse die and first use of this reverse die.

Date grid: M1.5,.012” | 140 reeds Typical diameter = 1.202” Rarity - 3
Drapery die state: Weak Foot support: None Dentils: Obverse - Full; Reverse - Full
Grade of coin depicted: AU53 Coin from the Dick Osburn Collection
Cross reference: WB-not listed. Version 1.325
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‘ Obverse 18

Very heavy clash lmes across leerty s lap
and under her right elbow (photo). Judging
from the multiple sets of clashes, the dies

clashed at Ieast tW|ce

Al .

"|,¢..]¢”‘v"“ *# lhi ‘

Horizontal die crack from the left base of the
1(858) to the dentil at left (photo)

Reverse R

Die crack along the base of the letters of the
denomination to rim below (D)OL and to
the rim to the right of the (DOL). (photo)
EDS: unclashed

MDS-LDS: clash in the shield’s lower right

This is the only use of this obverse die and second use of this reverse die.

Date grid: M1, .010” 140 reeds Typical diameter = 1.202” Rarity - 3

Drapery die state: None Foot support: Full

Dentils: Obverse - Weak; Reverse - Full

Grade of coin depicted: AU50

Coin from the Dick Osburn Collection

Cross reference: WB-101.

Version 1.325
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Reverse R (enhanced die cracks in photo at right)
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Obverse 19

Thelis repnched north; remnants shown
below the base of the 1 ( hotos)

.MDS LDS only clash hnes across leerty S
lap and under her right elbow (photo)
EDS: unclashed

Reverse R

Radlal d|e cracks from rim at K-5 along the
(DO)L to the eagle’s right claw, along the
base of the letters of the denomination to
rim below (D)OL, and to the rim to the right
of the (DOL). (photo)
T AT

All examples seen: base of Ietters
(AMER)ICA connected by a heavy die
crack (photo)

Clash in the shield’s lower right

This is the first use of this obverse die and third use of this reverse die.

Date grid: M3, .012”

140 reeds

Typical diameter = 1.199”

Rarity - 3

Drapery die state: Partial

Foot support: Full

Dentils: Obverse - Full; Reverse - Full

Grade of coin depicted: MS62

Coin from the Randy Wiley Collection

Cross reference: WB-110.

Version 1.325
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1858-0
WB-33, 1 Repunched North

Obverse 19

e The 1 is repunched north; remnants shown
below the base of the 1 (photos). This
repunching on the 1 fades with die state until
it |s not VISIble on LDS coms

e All 'exarirtpl'es seen: clash lines across
Liberty’s lap and under her right elbow
(photo)

Reverse S

. Horlzontal d|e I|nes |n the clutch of the
eagle S left claw (photo)

o D|e Imes between the dentlls and STAT(ES)
(photo) Other weaker lines thru (STAT)ES

e LDS: die crack frmthe Iower left serif of
the H(ALF) to the dentil to the left (photo)
Clash in shield lower right

This is the second use of this obverse die and only use of this reverse die.

Date grid: M3, .013” 140 reeds

Typical diameter = 1.198”

Rarity - 3

Drapery die state: Partial Foot support: Full

Dentils: Obverse - Full; Reverse - Full

Grade of coin depicted: XF45

Coin from the Randy Wiley Collection

Cross reference: WB-110.

Version 1.325
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Reverse S (enhanced die cracks in photo at right)
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Rust lumps in the rock along leerty s left

fingers (photo)

Obverse 20 |

| Small lump inside the eagle ] mouth (photo)

Reverse T

This is the only use of this obverse die and first use of this reverse die.

Date grid: M2.5, .009”

140 reeds Typical diameter = 1.202” Rarity - 3

Drapery die state: Full

Foot support: Full

Dentils: Obverse - Full; Reverse - Full

Grade of coin depicted: MS62

Coin from the Dick Osburn Collection

Cross reference: WB-not listed.

Version 1.325
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Reverse T
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1858-0
WB-35, Extra High Date

Obverse 21

T st NG
e Small tine from the dentil below the ball of
Liberty’s foot (photo)

[ ]
v

Reverse T _

Dlagonal die line from the upper rlght serlf
o (UNITE)D to the denul above (photo)
Y. P " -

Weak die crack from the H(ALF) to the
dentil between the first and second olive leaf
tips (photo)

This is the first use of this obverse die and second use of this reverse die.

Date grid: M2, .005” 140 reeds

Typical diameter = 1.202”

Rarity - 3

Drapery die state: Full Foot support: Full

Dentils: Obverse - Full; Reverse - Full

Grade of coin depicted: MS61

Coin from the Dick Osburn Collection

Cross reference: WB-101.

Version 1.325
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Reverse T (enhanced die cracks in photo at right)
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Vertical shield line E1 extends across all the

' v horizontal lines (photo)

e Small tine from the dentil below the ball of e Clash in shield’s lower right
Liberty’s foot (photo) much smaller than on
the previous use of this die (WB-35)

.: ’_ = ’//

e Die crack from the dentil below the left edge
of the base of the 1 diagonally into the rock
support, rock, to stars 1 (photo)

This is the second use of this obverse die and only use of this reverse die.

Date grid: M1.5,.008” | 140 reeds Typical diameter = 1.202” Rarity - 4
Drapery die state: Full Foot support: Full Dentils: Obverse - Full; Reverse - Full
Grade of coin depicted: AU58 Coin from the Randy Wiley Collection
Cross reference: WB-101. Version 1.325
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Date high and right (photo)

o No readily apparent die diagnostics other
than the date position

e LDS: one example of this die marriage was

seen with strike doubling at the date making

it appear as a doubled date.

e Diagonal die line from (STA)T(ES) to the

dentil above (photo)
2

\ A

| - -
,'_-/‘:‘).’- ) 8 ;

#)

e Weak bottms of vertical sheld Iines C1-3

(photo)
This is the first use of this obverse die and only use of this reverse die.
Date grid: M3, .006” 140 reeds Typical diameter = 1.202” Rarity - 3
Drapery die state: Full Foot support: Full Dentils: Obverse - Full; Reverse - Full
Grade of coin depicted: AU50 Coin from the Dick Osburn Collection
Cross reference: WB-101. Version 1.325
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bverse 22

R, —

Reverse W

) - ; [
e O v

Date hih andit photo)
¢ No readily apparent die diagnostics other
than the date position

e Diagonal die lines directly under the eagle’s
left wing; additional “tines” from the inside
of the eagle’s left wing and along the inside
of the eagle’s left leg (photo). These lines

fade with die wear.

e Extended die line from vertical shield line
E1 into the upper horizontal shield lines
(photo)

e EDS: horizontal die lines in the shield’s
lower recessed areas

This is the second use of this obverse die and first use of this reverse die.

Date grid: M2.5,.009” | 140 reeds Typical diameter = 1.199” Rarity - 3
Drapery die state: Partial Foot support: Partial Dentils: Obverse - Weak; Reverse - Full
Grade of coin depicted: XF45 Coin from the Randy Wiley Collection
Cross reference: WB-101. Version 1.325
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1858-0O
WB-39, Base of 1 Inside Shield

Obverse 23

‘ Basehief éﬁErant f in the lower shield

recessed area (photo). In EDS, the lower left
base of the errant 1 is doubled (photo above).
This errant 1 is visible on coins grading as
Iow as’ VGlO

LDS: die crack from e dentil t K-7 to the
rock support up into the ribbon (photo)

Reverse W

Diagonal die llnes dlrectly under the eagle S
left wing see on the previous use of this die

(WB-38) are now merely tiny tines from the
inside of the eagle’s left wing and along the

1ns1de0f the eagle S left leg (photo)

Extended die I|ne from vertical sh|eld I|ne
E1 into the upper horizontal shield lines
(photo)

LDS: die crack between (AMERI)CA

This is the first use of this obverse die and second use of this reverse die.

Date grid: M1, .006”

140 reeds

Typical diameter = 1.199”

Rarity - 3

Drapery die state: Full

Foot support: Full

Dentils: Obverse - Full; Reverse - Full

Grade of coin depicted: AU53

Coin from the Randy Wiley Collection

Cross reference: WB-not listed.

Version 1.325
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1858-0O
WB-40, Base of 1 Inside Shield

e v

Revere X

¢ - AN %73 5y "t
e EDS: date high and weakly struck digits
(photo). This may be a struck thru grease;
LDS exa I dete.

o *

lines (photo)

e Note: very weak letters of the legend (see
photo next page) as a result of the struck,
not die state.

e Base of an errant 1 in the lower shield
recessed area (photo). Since itis in the
recessed area, it is visible on coins grading as

low as VG10

S

P

e All die states: die crack fr the dentil at K-
7 to the rock support up into the ribbon

hoto
ThiéF;s the)second use of this obverse die and first use of this reverse die.
Date grid: M1, .008” 140 reeds Typical diameter = 1.202” Rarity - 3
Drapery die state: Weak Foot support: None | Dentils: Obverse - Weak; Reverse - Weak
Grade of coin depicted: NGC AU55 Coin from the Dick Osburn Collection
Cross reference: WB-not listed. Version 1.325
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[
e Two small lumps in Liberty’s skirt to the
right of the scroll end (photo)

‘ I:érge Imp in

Reverse X

Lo i & &

&)

.z:‘.,'._ ke P | ad
upper horizontal shield

+

the
lines (photo)
Clash in lower right shield

This is the only use of this obverse die and second use of this reverse die.

Date grid: M1, .010” 140 reeds

Typical diameter = 1.202”

Rarity - 3

Drapery die state: Partial Foot support: Full

Dentils: Obverse - Weak; Reverse - Full

Grade of coin depicted: NGC AU55

Coin from the Dick Osburn Collection

Cross reference: WB-101.

Version 1.325
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1859-0O

With a very high mintage, this date may not interest most collectors. It does have four WB-100
series varieties with enough distinction, a number of less prominent die marriages, and lower than
typical Liberty Seated half dollar costs, all of which may attract attention.

Sixteen die marriages are known as depicted in the tables below.

Mintage Number of | Number of | Obverse | Reverse | Reed Counts
Dies Marriages | Dies Dies Known
Requested * * )
2,834,000 Shipped - 10* 0* (140)
Known 16 12 13

Note *: U.S .Archive’s die shipment records are incomplete.

1859-0 date grid quick reference table

Obverse die date grid | Die Marriage
L5, .030” WB-14
L5.5,.024” WB-11
L5.5,.025” WB-5
L5.5,.026” WB-13
M1 ,.018” WB-12
M1 ,.018” WB-9
M1 ,.024” WB-7
M1 ,.024” WB-8
M1.5,.022” WB-6
M1.5, .024” WB-15
M1.5, .026” WB-16
M1.5,.026” WB-4
M1.5, .028” WB-10
M4, .024” WB-3
M4.5, .020” WB-1
M4.5, .022” WB-2

390 A Register of Liberty Seated Half Dollar Varieties, Volume 1V, New Orleans Branch Mint, 1853-0 WA to 1861-O



1859 O Half DoIIarMmtmark Posmons ]

;. e
Reverse G, WB 9

ReverJ WB-12 14

Reverse L, WB-15

Reverse ,‘vaB-16

Bill Bugert
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1859-0O Half Dollar Die Linkage Diagram

WB-1 Rev Obv WB-9 Rev

&
<
>
\I

WB-2 Rev Obv WB-10 Rev

QUOIO

WB-3 Rev Obv WB-11 Rev
\C 9
WB-4
Obv
WB-12
10 & J
@ WB-5 Rev WB-14
3 KD Obv
1 ) WB-13
Obv WB-6
4
Obv WB-15 R
Obv WB-7 Rev 12 EV
5 E
WB-16
Obv WB-8 Rev Rev
6 F
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Errant 9 in dentils 1 WB-1 | WB-2 | WB-3
Tiny tine on the 1 2 WB-4
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Errant 9 in rock 4 WB-6
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Multiple die cracks 6 WB-8
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Die roughness
along the right 10 WB-12
edge of the staff
Clash dT:gé‘fy'” the | 19 WB-14 | WB-13
Largetineonthel | 12 WB-15 | WB-16
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1859-0O
WB-1, Errant 9 in Dentils

Obverse 1
T e o 'v:- L
S o e P ™

= o, J
e K A B e e,

e Date with errant 9 in dentils below prominent
9 and another small lump (minor
repunching?) in the field to the upper left of
the serif of the 1 (photo)

e Errant 9 in dentils that fades W|th d|e wear
and die maintenance; EDS with strong errant
9 (photo above left), LDS with much weaker
errant 9 (photo above right). Examples with
varying visibility of the errant 9 can be easily
found.

Reverse A

Mid to late die states of thls reverse show
clash marks in the shield from at least two
separate clashing. EDS has no die clashes,
MDS with initial clashes in the shield (photo
above left), LDS with very heavy clashes (at
least two separate clashes in shield) (photo
above right). These clash marks are
sometimes misidentified as cuds.

Diagonal (NE to SW) die lines show
beneath the clash marks on later die states.

I have not seen this reverse with die cracks;
with the heavy clash marks, it was probably
retired before the die cracked.

This is the first use of this obverse die and only use of this reverse die.

Date grid: M4.5,.020” 140 reeds

Typical diameter = 1.200”

EDS: Rarity - 2
LDS: Rarity - 5

Drapery die state: Full to partial

Foot support:
Full to weak

Dentils: Obverse - Full; Reverse - Full

Grade of coin depicted: EDS: XF45
LDS: F15

Coins from the Bill Bugert and Randy
Wiley Collections

Cross reference: WB-102.

Version 1.325
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1859-0O
WB-2, Errant 9 in Dentils

Date with errant 9 in dentils below prominent
9 and another small lump (minor
repunching?) in the field to the upper left of
the serif of the 1 (photo) .

g L%
TRy

>,

' S
- &

e Close up of errant 9 in dentils, now a small
sliver protruding from between the dentils
(photo)

e LDS: die crack from the tip of Liberty’s toes
to the third dentil up at K-4

e Lump between the dentils below (HAL) F
D(OL) (photo)

e All examples seen: die rust obliterates detail
of the lower shield and eagle’s tail feathers

below the shield

e All examples seen: weak die cracks around
the legend, denomination, and thru the tip of
olive leaf #2 that are similar to but different
than WB-3; prominently along the top of
letters (UNITE)D S(TATES) (photo)

This is the second use of this obverse die and only use of this reverse die.

Date grid: M4.5,.022” | 140 reeds

| Typical diameter = 1.200” |

Rarity - 3

Drapery die state: Partial

| Foot support: Full

Dentils: Obverse - Full; Reverse - Full

Grade of coin depicted: PCGS MS62

Coin from the Bill Bugert Collection

Cross reference: WB-102.

Version 1.325
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1859-O
WB-3, Errant 9 in Dentils

Obverse 1
P T T Y

J Date W|th errant 9in dentlls below promlnent
9 very weak in this EDS (photo). The small
lump seen in the field to the upper left of the
serif of the 1 on previous uses of this die
(WB 1 and WB -2) i is now not VISIble .

o The errant 9 in the dentils below the
prominent 9 is very weak and can be seen
only in EDS (photo above left); on LDS
coins, the errant 9 is not visible (photo above
right).

e LDS: die crack from the tip of Liberty’s toes
to the third dentil up at K-4

Reverse C

e Large O mlntmark hlgh in the crotch of the

olive stem and feather (photo). Of the three
reverse dies used with obverse 1 (WB-1, 2,
3), this die has the mintmark in the highest
position, facilitating ready identification.
This is especially useful on LDS coins as the
errant 9 will not be visible.

o T|ny Iump in the recessed area mldway

between vertical shield lines C1-2 (photo).
This lump is visible on coins grading VF or

o LDS weak die cracks around the Iegend and
denomination that are similar to but different
than WB-2; prominently between
(UNITE)D S(TATES) (photo)

This is the third and last use of this obverse die and first use of this reverse die.

Date grid: M4, .024” | 140 reeds

‘ Typical diameter = 1.200” |

Rarity - 3

Drapery die state: Partial

| Foot support: Weak | Dentils: Obverse - Weak; Reverse - Full

Grade of coin depicted: EDS: AU58
LDS: VF25

EDS coin from the Randy Wiley Collection
LDS coin from the Bill Bugert Collection

Cross reference: WB-102.

\ Version 1.325
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Reverse C (enhanced die cracks in photo at right)
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Obverse 2

e Tiny tine on the upper left serif of the 1
(photo)

e No readily apparent die diagnostics other
than the tine on the 1

Reverse C

Large O mintmark high in the crotch of the
olive stem and feather (photo)

Tiny lump in the recessed area midway
between vertical shield lines C1-2 now
barely VISIb|e

: lleﬁ \xﬂ*@%’hi’

All ¢ examples (S|hée the die cracks are on fhe

previous use of this die): weak die cracks
around the legend and denomination that are
similar to but different than WB-2,;
prominently between (UNITE)D S(TATES)
(photo). Other prominent die cracks along
the arrowheads to (AMERIC)A.

This is the only use of this obverse die and second and last use of this reverse die.

Date grid: M1.5,.026” [ 140 reeds

| Typical diameter = 1.201” |

Rarity - 3

Drapery die state: Full

| Foot support: Full

Dentils: Obverse - Full; Reverse - Full

Grade of coin depicted: XF45

Coin from the Randy Wiley Collection

Cross reference: WB-101.

Version 1.325
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Reverse C (enhanced die cracks in photo at right)
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Obverse 3

. Tmylump in the 'recessed area of leerty S
gown to the upper right of her left elbow
(photo)

Reverse D

Large O mitmrk v‘ery-h'igh almost touches
the crotch formed by the olive stem and
feather (photo)

SmaII dlagonal (NW to SE) d|eI|ne from
dentil to (A)M(ERICA) (photo)

All examples seen: dle crack from the dentll
below olive leaf #1 to and along base of
HAL(F) (photo)

Clash in shield’s lower right

This is the only use of this obverse die and first use of this reverse die.

Date grid: L5.5,.025” | 140 reeds | Typical diameter = 1.201” | Rarity - 3

Drapery die state: Full to None | Foot support: Full

Dentils: Obverse - Full; Reverse - Full

Grade of coin depicted: AU50

Coin from the Randy Wiley Collection

Cross reference: WB-101.

Version 1.325

402 A Register of Liberty Seated Half Dollar Varieties, Volume 1V, New Orleans Branch Mint, 1853-O WA to 1861-O




i
Ar

r X
iy
4\»
™
=

-
.#.

L

o

%

Y

Reverse D

403

Bill Bugert



1859-0O
WB-6, Errant 9 from Rock

' Obverse 4

Date with the bottom Ioop of an errant 9
protruding from the rock support above the
prominent 9 in the date (photos above and
below)

Many examples seen are LDS Wlth very |
weak or barely visible errant 9 (photo above)

Reverse D

Large O mintmark very high; almost touches
the crotch formed by the olive stem and
feather (photo)

The small diagonal die line from dentil to
(A)M(ERICA) seen in the previous use of
this die (WB-5) is now very weak on EDS
coms to not VISIb|e on LDS coms

All examples (smce the die crack is on the
previous use of this die): die crack from the
dentil below olive leaf #1 to and along base
of HAL(F) (photo). Other die cracks along
the top of letters UNITED STATES

Die rusi i.n and ereijnd the arro-wheeds
(photo)
Clash in shield’s lower right

This is the only use of this obverse die and second and last use of this reverse die.

- ’ . . . ’ EDS Rarity - 4
Date grid: M1.5, .022 140 reeds Typical diameter = 1.201 LDS Rarity - 3
Drapery die state: Full | Foot support: Full | Dentils: Obverse - Weak; Reverse - Full

Grade of coin depicted: EDS: AU50
LDS: XF45

EDS coin from the Randy Wiley Collection
LDS coin from the Bill Bugert Collection

Cross reference: WB-103.

| Version 1.325
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Reverse D
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Obverse S

e Tiny die linein Liberty’s gwn in the
recessed area to the right of her left bicep
(photo)

Reverse E

o Weak d|e Ilnes thru (UNI)TE(D) (photo)

This is the only use of this obverse die and only use of this reverse die.
This pair of dies is bland with very poor die diagnostics.

Date grid: M1,.024” | 140 reeds

Typical diameter = 1.204” | Rarity - 3

Drapery die state: Full

| Foot support: Full

Dentils: Obverse - Full; Reverse - Full

Grade of coin depicted: XF40

Coin from the Bill Bugert Collection

Cross reference: WB-101.

Version 1.325
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1859-0O
WB-8, Bisected Date

% o

e Date (photo). LDS (photo above) has a
radial die crack from the dentil vertically
between (1)85(9) thru the rock support into
Liberty’s gown; other prominent die cracks

as below
W 7 TR

o Muitiple die cracks in rock supprt and

e Multiple die cracks in rock
(photo)

e LDS: clash marks in Liberty’s drapery below
her elbow and in field to the right of

Liberty’s right elbow

spport and rock

Q
- 4
P
:
\

B -

Large O mintmark (photo)
LDS: die crack along olive leaves #1-3 and
along the top of the letters of the legend
Multiple clash marks in the field under the
eagle’s right wing; clash in shield’s lower
right

Near Mint State coins only: small triangular

shaped rim cud above (UNI)T(ED); this cud

disappears quickly with coin wear.

This is the only use of this obverse die and only use of this reverse die.
This pair of dies is bland; excluding die cracks, they have very poor die diagnostics.

Date grid: M1,.024” | 140 reeds

| Typical diameter = 1.201” | Rarity - 4

Drapery die state: Partial

| Foot support: None

Dentils: Obverse - Full; Reverse - Full

Grade of coin depicted: AU55

Coin from the Bill Bugert Collection

Cross reference: WB-101.

Version 1.325
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Reverse F (enhanced die cracks in photo at right)
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1859-0O
WB-9, Repunched 1

. Reverse G

Obverse 7
oY o T

o Large @) mlntmark (photo)

e "~.

41"

ka i : :
o All examples seen of varying die states: dle

unfinished with surface roughness within the
eagle’s right claw (photo) and along the
|n3|de lower right of the shield

e Base of the 1 repunched and visible even on
low grade coins (photo)

e No readily apparent die diagnostics other
than the repunched base of the 1(859)

SRR Lo
e LDS: die deterioration with signs of
roughness between the dentils and legend
letters OF AMERICA ((AME)RICA in
photo). This roughness does not show on

EDS coins.
This is the only use of this obverse die and only use of this reverse die.
Date grid: M1,.018” [ 140 reeds | Typical diameter =1.199” | Rarity - 3
Drapery die state: Partial | Foot support: Full | Dentils: Obverse - Full; Reverse - Full
Grade of coin depicted: XF45 Coin from the Bill Bugert Collection
LDS: XF45 LDS coin from the Randy Wiley Collection
Cross reference: WB-104. | Version 1.325
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1859-O
WB-10

Obverse8 -

o Date (photo)

e No readily apparent die diagnostics other
than the weak dentils; note weak dentils in
the photo above.

e This die has not been seen with die cracks.

Reverse H

%m

“Crud” or areas of die roughness along the

upper edge of the left wing (photo above
left), below the underside of the right wing
(photo above right); others on the eagle’s
left Wlng and in the (H)A(LF) (photo below)

This d|e has not been seen without die ‘
cracks.

This is the only use of this obverse die and only use of this reverse die.

Date grid: M1.5,.028” | 140 reeds

‘ Typical diameter = 1.200” |

Rarity - 4

Drapery die state: Partial

| Foot support: Full

Dentils: Obverse - Weak; Reverse - Full

Grade of coin depicted: AU53

Coin from the Bill Bugert Collection

Cross reference: WB-101.

Version 1.325
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« Date hooz |
e No readily apparent die diagnostics
e All examples seen: stars 6-9 weakly struck

y v
N T .
a

J LargeOrh}ntrhé

rk“(photd)
0 ,‘-,l y '. A.‘ £y 2 N

PN

YR VIS
el 0y

e EDSonly: paraI'IeI die lines between the
dentils and (STA)T(ES) (photo)

N

o

e Die lines in the recessed areas between the
eagle’s neck feathers above the shield center
point; these lines are much weaker but
visible on LDS coins (photo of EDS)

This is the only use of this obverse die and only use of this reverse die.

Date grid: L5.5,.024” [ 140 reeds

| Typical diameter = 1.204” |

Rarity - 3

Drapery die state: Partial

| Foot support: Full

Dentils: Obverse - Full; Reverse - Full

Grade of coin depicted: XF40 and MS61

Coins from the Bill Bugert Collection and
the Randy Wiley Collection

Cross reference: WB-101.

Version 1.325
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Obverse 10

J “Crud” 6r areas of dle roughness along the
right edge of the staff between Liberty’s hand

and forearm (photo)

Reverse J-

Die lines from the eagle’s left leg nto the
field above and thru the upper berry (photo)

Dlagonal (NW to SE) die lines thru
(A)M(ERICA) (photo); other vertical die
lines thru (STAT)ES on EDS coins only
LDS: weak die crack along the top of letters
(AME)RICA

This is the only use of this obverse die and only use of this reverse die.

Date grid: M1,.018” [ 140 reeds

| Typical diameter =1.198” | Rarity - 3

Drapery die state: Full

| Foot support: Full

Dentils: Obverse - Full; Reverse - Full

Grade of coin depicted: AU58

Coin from the Bill Bugert Collection

Cross reference: WB-101.

Version 1.325
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A Al e OSSN,
e All examples seen: clash marks in the

drapery below her right elbow (photo)
e No readily apparent die diagnostics

o LargelQ"mthmark (bh?to)

=

B

H(ALF) (phot?)
7 '

7 % > .
e Rough surfaces (unfinished die) on the
inside lower left of the shield (photo)
e All examples seen: very weak or worn
dentils from K-8 to K-3

o Clash in shield’s lower right

This is the only use of this obverse die and only use of this reverse die.

Date grid: L5.5,.026” | 140 reeds

| Typical diameter = 1.199” |

Rarity - 3

Drapery die state: Full

| Foot support: Full

Dentils: Obverse - Full; Reverse - Weak

Grade of coin depicted: MS62

Coin from the Randy Wiley Collection

Cross reference: WB-101.

Version 1.325
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o All examples seen: clash marks in the
drapery below her right elbow (photo) *
e No readily apparent die diagnostics

Die lines from the eagle’s left leg into the
field above and thru the upper berry (photo)
The diagonal (NW to SE) die lines thru
(A)M(ERICA) seen on the previous use of
this die (WB-12) are now very weak.

Weak die crack along the top of letters
(AME)RICA

This is the second use of this obverse die and second use of this reverse die.

Date grid: L5, .030” | 140 reeds | Typical diameter = 1.199” | Rarity - 3

Drapery die state: Full | Foot support: Full

Dentils: Obverse - Full; Reverse - Weak

Grade of coin depicted: MS63

Coin from the Dick Osburn Collection

Cross reference: WB-101.

Version 1.325
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Obverse 11
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Reverse L

Obverse 12 i

o Lumps in the feathers on the eagle S upper
Ieft Wlng near the shield (photo)

e Tine on the upper left above the serif of the 1

o MDS to LDS die deterloratlon and/or rust
with signs of roughness between the dentils
and legend letters (STA)TES OF
AMER(ICA) ((STAT)ES OF in photo).
This roughness does not show on EDS
coins.

e LDS: clash in shield’s lower right

e Two Very small lumps one on leerty S
elbow and the other on Liberty’s leg inside

the drapery (photo)
This is the first use of this obverse die and only use of this reverse die.
Date grid: M1.5,.024” | 140 reeds | Typical diameter = 1.200” | Rarity - 3
Drapery die state: Full to Partial | Foot support: Full | Dentils: Obverse - Full; Reverse - Full
Grade of coin depicted: EDS: XF45 EDS: coin from the Bill Bugert Collection
LDS: AU55 LDS: coin from the Randy Wiley Collection
Cross reference: WB-101. | Version 1.325
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. ate (photo) -

e EDS only: tine (now much weaker than on
the previous use of this die, WB14) on the
upper left above the serif of the 1 (photo)

-' : l
A i
/ . -l .
G f ¥ B
.

e Two very small lmps: one on Liberty’s
elbow and the other on Liberty’s leg inside
the drapery (photo)

Reverse M

; MNWY

e Lump on vertical shield line D2

e This reverse die is transitional with 1860-O
(Reverse A).

This is the second and last use of this obverse die and only use of this reverse die.

Date grid: M1.5,.026” | 140 reeds

| Typical diameter = 1.198” | Rarity - 3

Drapery die state: Partial | Foot support

: Full Dentils: Obverse - Full; Reverse - Full

Grade of coin depicted: MS60

Coin from the Randy Wiley Collection

Cross reference: WB-101.

Version 1.325

424 A Register of Liberty Seated Half Dollar Varieties, Volume 1V, New Orleans Branch Mint, 1853-O WA to 1861-O



Obverse 12

[
\
ANANNGNE

\
\

)
LY
‘.t‘,._,

“!"".'1.“--

4

Reverse M

Bill Bugert

425



426 A Register of Liberty Seated Half Dollar Varieties, Volume 1V, New Orleans Branch Mint, 1853-0 WA to 1861-O



1860-O

Some half dollar collectors consider this date uninteresting. Unfortunately, I half-heartily agree but
some other dates such as 1855-O are much more so. With some major varieties and a limited and
manageable number of die marriages, this date may elicit your interest. It has two major reverse
hubs, an interesting reverse die with reworked shield vertical lines, and a mintmark placement
unlike any other date in the Liberty Seated half dollar series. | hope this introduction will interest
you enough to read on.

Twelve die marriages are known as depicted in the tables below.

Mintage Number of | Number of | Obverse | Reverse | Reed Counts
Dies Marriages Dies Dies Known
Requested - 6* 3* )
1,290,000 Shipped - 6* 12* (10)
Known 12 7 7

Note *: U.S .Archive’s die shipment records are incomplete.

Reverse hubs. 1860 is the first year of use for the type 2 reverse hub at the New Orleans Branch
Mint.

Type 1 reverse hub. Previously, the type 1 hub was

> used on Liberty Seated half dollars and is readily

w identified by the short base on the letter (HA)L(F) and

& the lack of a lump along the eagle’s left leg (see image

at left). Three 1860-O reverse dies were used from this
« type 1 hub.

Type 2 reverse hub. The type 2 reverse is easily _ »
identified by the long base on the letter (HA)L(F) and a
diagnostic lump along the eagle’s left leg (see image at

right). Four 1860-O reverse dies were used from this

1860-0O half dollars in hoards. Some 1860-O half dollars were included in famous hoards of
coins, a few worth mentioning here.

SS Republic. Many 1860-0 half dollars were in the 1865 wreck of the ship, the SS
Republic. The Odyssey Marine Exploration, who recovered the massive fortune of silver and gold
coins from this wreck, promoted at least three varieties of this date in NGC “Shipwreck Effect”
holders labeled as:

e “Shield Lines” [identified here as the “weird vertical stripes” varieties WB-2 and
WB-3]

e “High O” [identified here as the “eagle laying egg” varieties WB-7 and WB-8]

e No qualifier [all other 1860-O die marriages]

Bill Bugert 427



Christy’s 1991 hoard. The September 13, 1991 Christie’s auction included “an
extraordinary part roll” of fifteen 1860-O half dollars (all plated, lots #455 to 469) in grades ranging
from Choice BU to NGC MS65. The exact die marriages are unknown but the lot 456 blow-up and
larger images on the auction catalogue cover indicated most (if not all) were WB-9s.

Tuscaloosa Collection. At least one 1860-O half dollar was in this hoard, possibly others.
Unearthed in the 1990s, this large hoard of U.S. and foreign silver and gold coins was found by a
property owner digging fence postholes along an old stagecoach route near modern day Tuscaloosa,
Alabama. Most of the coins were dated in the 1850’s, from the New Orleans Branch Mint, and of
various Liberty Seated denominations. NGC apparently encapsulated most of these coins, labeling
them as from the “Tuscaloosa Hoard.” These coins are thought to have been buried just prior to the
American Civil War in a cloth bag inside an iron box two feet below the surface.
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1860-O Half Dollar Die Linkage Diagram

Obv WB-1 Rev \
1 ) A

WB-2 Rev
g B
Obv WB-3
*J
WB-4
WB-5 Ry
\ D
Obv WB-6
3
‘ WB-7 Rev
\E

Obv WB-8
4
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'9 ® E X -ls—l 8 :bo CD s "V)
s |€6 | &5 |2E &, |8 |53
T > = X = g
1860-0O Sa 28, & | 3E| 2% | 3> 238
ga .2“3@ = T 5 E’E S £ “333
Obverse and >c(5S=] - | LE£E| JE | X2 B2
: §T |23 g | 85| eS| g7 |S535
Reverse die o [E3 | 2 |52 | %7 | E |x&
identificationkeys | 5§ |2E | - | &5 | ¥ |5 |ZF
A B C D E F G
Type 1 Hub Type 2 Hub
Die line thru shield
into Liberty’s lap 1| WB-1 | 'WB-2
Radl_al die crack from 2 WB-3 | WB-4 | WB-5
rim thru star 9
Small lump on
Liberty’s stomach 3 WB-6 | WB-7
High Date 4 WB-8
Small die line in the
recessed area of the
shield above the S WB-9
(LIBERT)Y
Small lump on the
lower left outside edge | 6 WB-10 | WB-11
of the shield
No prominent die 7 WB-12
characteristics

1860-0O date grid quick reference table

Obverse die date grid | Die Marriage
L5.5,.020” WB-1
L5.5,.024” WB-10
L5.5,.024” WB-2
M1 ,.023” WB-11
M1.5, .020” WB-3
M1.5,.021” WB-5
M1.5, .022” WB-12
M1.5, .022” WB-4
M2 ,.018” WB-8
M2 ,.024” WB-6
M2 ,.026” WB-9
M2.5, .026” WB-7
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Fééverse D -5, 6 | ) evrsF, WBFQ, 1 »

Reverse G, WB 11, 12
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Obverse 1

o EDS onIy mny dlagonal (SW to NE) dle
lines in the drapery below Liberty’s right
) elbow (photo)‘

o AII d|e states dlagonal (SW to NE) d|e I|ne
thru shield’s right into Liberty’s lap (photo);
this die line is weak on LDS coins.

e MDS-LDS: heavy clash lines on Liberty’s
lap and in the drapery under her right elbow

e LDS only: die rust on Liberty’s lower right
skirt and right leg

Reverse A
Type 1 Reverse Hub

Lump on vertlcal shield I|ne D2 (photo)
e Broken/split upper vertical shield line F2
(see 1859-O WB-16 plate coin)

o LDS only radlal d|e crack from K-6 thru
D(OL) to stem into arrow feathers (photo)

e This reverse die is transitional with 1859-O
(Reverse M).

This is the first use of this obverse die and only use of this reverse die in 1860.

Date grid: L5.5,.020” | 140 reeds

| Typical diameter = 1.202” |

Rarity - 2

Drapery die state: Partial | Foot support: Full

Dentils: Obverse - Full to weak; Reverse - Full

Grade of coin depicted: XF40, AU50, and MS62

Coins from the Bill Bugert and Randy Wiley
Collections

Cross reference: WB-101.

| Version 1.325
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Reverse A (enhanced die cracks in photo at right)
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1860-O
WB-2, Weird Vertical Stripes

Obverse 1

Al examples seen: }adlal die cfack from rim
thru star 9 into field below cap (photo)

Very weak diagonal (SW to NE) die line thru
~shield’s rlght into L1berty S_Iap (see WB 1)

Heavy clash hnes on leerty s lalI.J and in the

drapery under her right elbow
Die rust on Liberty’s lower right skirt and
right leg

Reverse B
Type 1 Reverse Hub

Large 0] mlntmark (photo) -

Jumbled vertlcal shleld Imes hence the
“weird vertical stripes” nickname (photo).

The vertical shield lines were likely re-

engraved poorly.

Very rusty die - rough surfaces in the

shield’s upper right, eagle’s right wing, and

beneath the olive leaves

Vertlcal d|e line from lower shleld thru the
arrow feathers (feathers photo above)
Clash in shield’s lower right

This is the second use of this obverse die and first use of this reverse die.

Date grid: L5.5,.024”

| 140 reeds

| Typical diameter = 1.203”

| Rarity - 4

Drapery die state: Partial

| Foot support: Partial

Dentils: Obverse - Weak; Reverse - Full

Grade of coin depicted: AU55

Coin from the Randy Wiley Collection

Cross reference: WB-102.

Version 1.325
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Obverse 1 hanced die cracks in photo at right)

Reverse B (enhanced die cracks in photo at right)
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1860-0O
WB-3, Weird Vertical Stripes

~ Obverse 2

! =

e EDS: diagonal die line in the drapery below
Liberty’s right elbow (photo)
TR -t ] FHTRC S
.‘%“:} ,‘:N E W -

R . ' w
e Small lump in the lower shield (photo)

Reverse B
pe 1 Reverse Hub

\) g . ’ 4
. - 4 /
\
G P
'y F ¥ -
o > .
2
p

A LT ORN LY A
Jumbled vertical shield lines, hence the
“weird vertical stripes” nickname (photo).
The vertical shield lines were likely re-
engraved poorly.

Very rusty die - rough surfaces in the
shield’s upper right, eagle’s right wing, and
beneath the olive leaves

Vertical die line from lower shield thru the
arrow feathers (see WB-2)

All examples seen: radial die crack from K-
7 between olive leaves #1 - #2

Clash in shield’s lower right

This is the first use of this obverse die and second use of this reverse die.

Date grid: M1.5,.020” | 140 reeds

| Typical diameter = 1.202” |

Rarity - 3

Drapery die state: Full

| Foot support: Full

Dentils: Obverse - Full; Reverse - Full

Grade of coin depicted: AU55

Coin from the Bill Bugert Collection

Cross reference: WB-102.

Version 1.325

436

A Register of Liberty Seated Half Dollar Varieties, Volume 1V, New Orleans Branch Mint, 1853-0 WA to 1861-O




Bill Bugert 437



1860-O
WB-4

Obverse 2

e Date (photo)

e EDS only: the diagonal die line in the
drapery below Liberty’s right elbow seen in
the previous use of this die (WB-3) is how
barely VISIb|e

e Small Iump in the Iower shield (photo); |
strong on EDS coins (shown above), much

e LDS onIy 'radlal die crack from dentil along
star 8 into field (photo)

Reverse C
T e 1 Reverse Hub

e Large O mintmark (photo) with the lowest

mintmark position of the Type 1 reverse hub
dies (compare Reverse A, B, C mintmark
positions)

e No prominent die characteristics to identify

this die

/{ i
I\

o LDS onIy fadlal dle crack from dentil

between (O)F A(MERICA) thru the lower
left serif of the A into field (photo). Another
die crack from the upper right serif of the
(HAL)F along the right side of the mintmark
but this die crack is difficult to see without
high powered magnification on high grade
coins.

This is the second use of this obverse die and only use of this reverse die.

Date grid: M1.5,.022” | 140 reeds

‘ Typical diameter = 1.202” |

Rarity - 3

Drapery die state: Partial

| Foot support: Full

\ Dentils: Obverse - Full; Reverse - Full

Grade of coin depicted: EDS: NGC XF40
LDS: AU50

EDS coin from the Bill Bugert Collection
LDS coin from the Randy Wiley Collection

Cross reference: WB-101.

| Version 1.325
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Reverse D

Obverse 2

e Large O mintmark (photo) tilted to the right

e All examples seen: die cracks around the
entire circumference on the outer edges of
the legend and denomination (see enhanced
die cracks diagram on next page)

e No prominent die characteristics other than
the mintmark and die cracks noted above to
identify this die

o AII die states: radia d|e crack from dent|I
along star 8 into field (photo). This die crack
first appears on the previous use of this die
(WB-4) and will therefore appear on all
examples of this WB- 5.

e LDS: d|e crack from the top of the 1(860)
into the rock support (photo)

e Very weak dentils notably from K-9 to K-11

This is the third use of this obverse die and first use of this reverse die.

Date grid: M1.5,.021” | 140 reeds | Typical diameter = 1.196” | Rarity - 3
Drapery die state: Partial | Foot support: Weak Dentils: Obverse - Weak; Reverse - Full
Grade of coin depicted: AU55 Coin from the Bill Bugert Collection
Cross reference: WB-103. Version 1.325
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Reverse D (enhanced die cracks in photo at right)
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Obverse 3

e Small lump in the recessed area on L1berty S
stomach (photo)

o LDS die crack from above the (186)0 to the
rock support (photo)

Reverse D
Type_2 Reverse Hub

Large O mlntmark (photo) tllted to the right
All examples seen: die cracks around the
entire circumference on the outer edges of
the legend and denomination (see enhanced
die cracks diagram on next page)

No prominent die characteristics other than
the mintmark and die cracks noted above to
identify this die

This is the first use of this obverse die and second use of this reverse die.

Date grid: M2,.024” [ 140 reeds

| Typical diameter = 1.200” |

Rarity - 3

Drapery die state: Full to Partial | Foot support: Full | Dentils: Obverse - Full; Reverse - Full

Grade of coin depicted: XF45

Coin from the Bill Bugert Collection

Cross reference: WB-103.

Version 1.325
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1860-O
WB-7, Eagle Laying Egg

bvese 3 Reverse E
Type 2 Reverse I—__Iub

. Date (phOtO) - e Large O mintmark (photo). The mintmark is
' - g 7 MNA o 5y located high in the crotch formed by the
olive branch and feather tip; hence, the
nickname “eagle laying egg” penned by the
late Charlton “Swampy” Meyer. This die is

~ the only New Orleans mintmark position so.

e Small lﬁfnp in the recessed afea on leeny S
stomach (photo) now much weaker than on
the preV|ous use of thls dle(WB 6)

o AII examples seen: Weak eagle s feathers
adjacent to shield’s upper left (photo)
e LDS: die cracks on the letters of the legend
and denomination from K-1 to K-6 (see
/s e e N AN Nl enhanced die cracks diagram on next page)
e All examples seen: die cracks along the base
of the digits 1860; another from the upper
loop of the 6 above the 0 into the rock
support; and another from the 8 along the top
serif of the 1 into the rock support and ribbon

(photo)
This is the second use of this obverse die and first use of this reverse die.
Date grid: M2.5,.026” | 140 reeds | Typical diameter = 1.198” | Rarity - 3
Drapery die state: Full | Foot support: Full | Dentils: Obverse - Full; Reverse - Full
Grade of coin depicted: AU53 Coin from the Bill Bugert Collection
Cross reference: WB-104. Version 1.325
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1860-O
WB-8, Eagle Laying Egg

Obverse 4

Date (photo)

No prominent die characteristics other than
the high date position identify this die. This
obverse die shares the eagle laying egg
reverse with WB-7 but is easily distinguished
by the date position when compared to WB-
7. The date on this die is slightly more to the
left and higher than on WB-7.

Reverse E
Type 2 Reverse Hub

2

Large O mintmark (photo). The mintmark is
located high in the crotch formed by the
olive branch and feather tip; hence, the
nickname “eagle laying egg” penned by the
late Charlton “Swampy” Meyer. This die is

i /il ,
Weak eagle’s feathers adjacent to shield’s
upper left (photo)

All examples: die cracks on the letters of the
legend and denomination from K-1 to K-6
(see enhanced die cracks diagram on next

page)

This is the only use of this obverse die and second use of this reverse die.

Date grid: M2, .018”

| 140 reeds

| Typical diameter = 1.200” |

Rarity - 4

Drapery die state: Partial

| Foot support: Full

Dentils: Obverse - Full; Reverse - Full

Grade of coin depicted: MS64

Coin from the Randy Wiley Collection

Cross reference: WB-104.

Version 1.325
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WB-8, Eagle Laying Egg

_

Bl lararvey
Rislolaluialnininl

Reverse E (enhanced die cracks in photo at right)
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1860-O
WB-9, Repunched Mintmark

Obverse Reverse F
=" __Type 2 Reverse Hub

o N RN ‘J&
e Large O mlntmark repunched slightly
northwest (photos). The repunching is
visible only within the mintmark’s inside
_Upper left.

. SmaII die I|ne in the recessed area of the -
shleld above the (LIBERT)Y (photo)

-~ .nf 2
o Two small lumps along the upper left
outside corner of the shield (photo)
AN R car- g e All examples seen: die cracks along the top
J All examples seen: die clash in leerty s lap of letters (STA)TES and (A)MERICA
and below her right elbow (photo)

This is the only use of this obverse die and first use of this reverse die.

Date grid: M2, .026” | 140 reeds | Typical diameter = 1.200” | Rarity - 3
Drapery die state: Partial | Foot support: Weak | Dentils: Obverse - Full; Reverse - Full
Grade of coin depicted: MS64 Coin from the Randy Wiley Collection
Cross reference: WB-105. Version 1.325
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1860-O
WB-10, Repunched Mintmark

Obverse 6

- ¥

e Small Imp on the lower left utside edge of

i~ p .'f _\...",, | PR LN "
e All examples seen: radial die crack from
dentil at K-5 into rock support and Liberty’s
skirt (photo)

=
[ ]

Reverse F
Type 2 Reverse Hub

4
3 !
>
» 53
.
2
-

Large O mintmark repunced slightly

northwest (photos). The repunching is
visible only within the mintmark’s inside

Two small lumps along the upper left
outside corner of the shield (photo)
All die states: die cracks along the top of
letters (STA)TES and (A)MERICA

This is the first use of this obverse die and second use of this reverse die.

Date grid: L5.5,.024” | 140 reeds | Typical diameter = 1.198” | Rarity - 3

Drapery die state: Full | Foot support: Full

Dentils: Obverse - Full; Reverse - Full

Grade of coin depicted: XF45

Coin from the Bill Bugert Collection

Cross reference: WB-105.

Version 1.325
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Reverse F (enhanced die cracks in photo at righ)

Bill Bugert

451




Obverse 6

the shleld (both photos above)

All die states: radial die crack from dentit at
K-5 into rock support and Liberty’s skirt
(photo)

Small lump on the Iower IeftoutS|de edge of

Reverse G
Type 2 Reverse Hub

Weak eagle S feathers adjacent to shield’s
upper Ieft (photo)

Die rust die under olive leaves (hoto

This is the second use of this obverse die and first use of this reverse die.

Date grid: M1,.023” | 140 reeds

| Typical diameter = 1.198” | Rarity - 3

Drapery die state: Full

| Foot support:

Full Dentils: Obverse - Full; Reverse - Full

Grade of coin depicted: AU50

Coin from the Bill Bugert Collection

Cross reference: WB-103.

Version 1.325
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Reverse G
Type 2 Reverse Hub

Obverse 7

o Date (heto) .
¢ No prominent die characteristics other than
the date posmon to |dent|fy thls dle

. LDS only: weak die crack between : stars 12- e Weak cagle’s feathers adjacent to shield’s
13 (photo) upper left (photo)
e The die rust die seen under olive leaves on

the previous use of this die is now very
weak.

This is the only use of this obverse die and second use of this reverse die.

Date grid: M1.5,.022” | 140 reeds | Typical diameter = 1.199” | Rarity - 3

Drapery die state: Partial | Foot support: Full | Dentils: Obverse - Full; Reverse - Full

Grade of coin depicted: EDS - AU58 EDS coin from the Randy Wiley Collection
LDS - VF35 LDS coin from the Bill Bugert Collection

Cross reference: WB-103. | Version 1.325
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1861-O

For many good reasons, this date is one of the most popular in the Liberty Seated half dollar series.
Even before Randy Wiley published his stunning award winning research efforts for this date?, it
was historically popular for the three minting authorities; i.e., the United States of America, the
State of Louisiana, and the Confederate States of America. With his articles, he exponentially
increased interest and demand for coins of this date. Until a few years ago, with the exception of
the 1861-O CSA die crack, there was no absolute method of determining approximately when and
under whose authority an 1861-O half dollar was minted, an important question to many.

Essentially, Randy researched and armed himself with three vital pieces of information,
linked them to the three minting authorities, and produced a very convincing argument for 1861-O
half dollars. Randy’s analysis is very lengthy and thorough and I will not duplicate it here; I will
summarize his findings and attempt to simplify the die identification process.

1. With access to two large hoards of 1861-O half dollars, Randy accurately determined an
emission sequence for all the 1861-O die marriages (unlike most other dates in the
Liberty Seated half dollar series, all dies are linked together and this information is
critical to the analysis).

From knowledge of the other dates of this period, he suggested an average die usage.
3. He exploited the known mintage figures by minting authority and applied them to the die
marriages.

N

This information threw open the door for interest in this date not only numismatically but
also historically as fragments of the American Civil War.

Fifteen die marriages are known as depicted in the tables below.

. Number of | Number of | Obverse | Reverse Ret
Mintage . . . . Counts
Dies Marriages Dies Dies
Known
Requested - Unknown | Unknown 1
2,532,633 Shipped - Unknown | Unknown (140)
Known 15 6 6*

*= This figure does not include the CSA reverse die.

Rarity of issues by minting authority. Many collectors opt to collect an 1861-O from each of the
three minting authorities. Collectors routinely inquire as to which of the three is the scarcest.
Contrary to what many think, the U.S. government’s issues are by far the scarcest / rarest while the
CSA issues are the most common. This fact is true

not only from a perspective of the number of die Minting Die Marriages
marriages issued for each authority but also for the Authority Total | Numbers
rarity of some of the die marriages; one of the rarest U.S. (Union) 2 W-1, 2
die marriages is a U.S. issue (W-1). The table at State of Louisiana 6 W-3 thru 8
right depicts the total number of die marriages by CSA (Confederate) 7 W-9 thru 15

authority. Details on each of the die marriages are,
of course, included on the following pages.

% Wiley, Randy. “Die Marriages of 1861-O Half Dollars” Gobrecht Journal Issue 94, November 2005: 3-28
Wiley, Randy. “Coining Authority and Rarity for Die Marriages of 1861-O Half Dollars” Gobrecht Journal Issue 97,
November 2006: 34-49
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Rarity of Die Marriages. In his articles, Randy included a subjective descriptive rarity of all the
die marriages and some die states; | used numeric analyses to assign a numeric rarity rating to each.
The table below summarizes both findings.

Wile WB-#
W-# Descriptive > Rarity Cross R%”g:ﬁ e
Rarity Rank Reference
01 Rare 3 101 R-6
02 Rare 2 101 R-5
03 Average 8 101 R-2
04 Common 13 101 R-2
05 Very scarce 5 101 R-4
06 Scarce 7 101 R-3
07 Common 15 101 R-2
08 Above average 12 101 R-2
09 Above average 11 101 R-2
10 Very scarce 4 101 R-4
11 Average 9 102 R-3
12 4 Known 1 - NC-1
13 Common 14 103 R-2
14 Very scarce 6 103 /104 R-4
15 Average 10 104 R-2

It is important to note that these rarity ratings do not include those NGC encapsulated 1861-O half
dollars with salt-water effect from the SS Republic hoard. | do not include those since the die
marriage populations are not publicly known and may vary considerably from educated guesses.

Wiley (W-#) attribution numbers. For this date, | digressed from the normal die marriage
attribution nomenclature (i.e., WB-#) and instead used Randy Wiley’s die marriage nomenclature
(W-#). 1do this to honor Randy and his efforts and to maintain consistency with his published
information and that already in use.

Reverse hub for 1861-O. All 1861-0 half dollars are from a type 2 reverse
hub (major characteristics in image at right). Over the years, 1861-O halves
from a type 1 hub were periodically reported (and even listed in Breen) but
Randy and I have never seen one. If one does exist, it is likely extreme rare.
A complete description of these two hubs is contained earlier in this
reference; for brevity, the main characteristics of the type 2 hub (lump on the
eagle’s left leg and long base of the (HA)L(F) are depicted in the image at
the right.
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Identification of dies. Collectors / dealers will often hand me an 1861-O and ask, according to
Randy’s articles, to identify the die marriage. Even with his excellent identification information,
some if not many 1861-Os are very difficult to distinguish, impossible if the coin is low grade. The
date and mintmark position for all the dies are nearly identical and relying on minuscule diagnostics
is difficult for some die marriages. Most dies have distinct but non-subtle diagnostics that | hope to
capitalize on for reliable use in this reference.

Halos. Many 1860’s dates in the Liberty Seated half dollar series, including 1861-O, have an
outline, “halo” as sometimes called, around the main reverse device (i.e., eagle). This feature,
depicted in the image below, is not die doubling as it is often mistaken. Rather, this shelf-like effect
is a remnant of the design elements that were punched into the master die. These halos were
eventually transferred into the individual working dies then onto the individual coins. This haloing
fades with die state, wear, and maintenance of the individual dies. Three 1861-O reverse dies have
prominent haloing: reverse B, reverse D, and reverse E.
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1861-0O date grid quick reference table

Obverse die date grid | Die Marriage
M1 ,.026” W-13
M1 ,.028” W-14
M1.5,.026” W-07
M1.5,.028” W-11
M1.5,.028” W-04
M1.5,.028” W-08
M1.5, .030” W-01
M1.5,.030” W-10
M1.5,.030” W-12
M1.5,.030” W-05
M2 ,.028” W-06
M2 ,.028” W-09
M2 ,.029” W-02
M2 ,.032” W-15
M2.5,.030” W-03
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1861-0O £ 1 X2| e8| 2 |BSE = | §
T | 85| sE| 23 |88E S | &
Obverse and Reverse = oS | af 5 |5585 B g
- . . - 3 [<B)
die identificationkeys | & |8< | 5°| 2 |828 § | &
© - T T o O
1 w
A B C D E F
Tineon 1 1 | W-01 | W-02 | W-03 W-15
Arching die crack 2 W-04 | W-05
Lump by clasp 3 W-09 W-06 | W-10
Date slants upward 4 W-08 W-07
CSA Die Crack 5 W-11 W-12
Die Crack Bisected Date 6 W-13 | W-14

Reverse D, W 05' 06, 07 ReverseE W- 10 11 13 | Reverse F W- 14 15
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1861-O Half Dollar Die Linkage Diagram

Obv W-1-U.S. Rev 1861-O Half Dollar Die Marriages
1 A Minting Authority | Total Numbers
U.S. (Union) 2 W-1, 2
State of Louisiana 6 W-3 thru 8
CSA (Confederate) 7 W-9 thru 15
W-2 - U.S. Rev
B
W-3- LA
Rev
\c
Obv W-4 - LA
2
W-5- LA Rev
\>/
Obv W-6 - LA
3 ) W-9-CSA
W-10 - CSA @ )
\\E/
W-7 - LA
Obv
4 j W-8 - LA
W-11 - CSA
Obv 19 - CSA
; ) W-12-CSA s
Obv W-13 - CSA

6 ) W-14-CSA
W-15-CSA [ Rev
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1861-O Half Dollar Minting Authorities

Die Die Minting Authority’s Approximate Date /
Marriage | Combination Authority Symbol* Number** Minted
W-01 1A United States of E January 1861
Ame'rlca. 330.000
W-02 1B (Union) ’
W-03 1C
W-04 2C e
W-05 2D State of T February March 1861
W-06 3D Louisiana (LA) I I 1,240,000
W-07 4D
W-08 4B
W-09 3B
W-10 3E
W-11 5E Confederate .
W-12 5CSA States of Agélzl éggl
W-13 6E America (CSA) ’
W-14 6F
W-15 1F

*I chose to represent the minting authority for each die marriage by the authority’s
contemporary flag. These flags will be on the upper right of each die marriage.

**These mintage figures vary considerably from Randy Wiley’s analysis. See his articles for an

in-depth analysis of die marriage estimates.
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1861-O
W-01, USA Issue

e Date slants up slightly (photo). ‘Bold tine in
the field at the upper left above the serif of
the 1 (photos above and below).

R \ ,
e LDS: clash in drapery below Liberty’s elbow
(photo)

e Heavily lapped eagle’s wing feathers
adjacent to the upper left of the shield
(photo). Note: this feature alone does not
identify this die marriage; LDS W-04 and
LDS W-09 also have weak feathers.

e EDS: unclashed

! / ol .' B L

e LDS: clash in shiel&’s lower right (photo)

This is the first use of this obverse die and only use of this reverse die.

Date grid: M1.5, .030” 140 reeds

Typical diameter = 1.200”

EDS unclashed Rarity - 6
LDS clashed Rarity - 5

Drapery die state: Full to
Partial

Foot support: Full

Dentils: Obverse - Full to weak; Reverse - Full

Grade of coin depicted: PCGS AU50

Coin from the Bill Bugert Collection

Cross reference: WB-101 and Gobrecht Journal #94 and #97. |

Version 1.325
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Obverse 1

Reverse A
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1861-0 E—

W-02, USA lIssue

Obverse 1

Reverse B

e Large O mlntmark hlgh and centered in
crotch (photo)

o Date slants up sllghtly (photo) The tlne to
the upper left seen on the previous use of this
die (W-01) is no longer visible.

e Clash in drapery below Liberty’s elbow

@ﬁm % *&Qs'mmé?fk, i A‘%‘%
e MDS-LDS: weak die cracks thru
(AME)RICA (photo), along the top of letters
(STA)TES OF (photo below), and just
startlng anng the base of HA(LF)

. Unclashed

This is the second use of this obverse die and first use of this reverse die.

Date grid: M2, .029” | 140 reeds | Typical diameter = 1.201” | Rarity - 5
Drapery die state: Partial | Foot support: Weak | Dentils: Obverse - Full; Reverse - Full
Grade of coin depicted: XF45 | Coin from the Randy Wiley Collection

Cross reference: WB-101 and Gobrecht Journal #94 and #97. | Version 1.325
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Reverse B (enhanced die cracks in photo at rig
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1861-O
W-03, LA Issue

o Dte ants u siightly (photé)
e (lash in drapery below Liberty’s elbow;
drapery is very weak.

e middle
arrowhead (photo). This lump fades with
die state such that it is only faintly visible on

%

R o 7 R a
A . S
- A
Jm T

858

R, N L, S INICS R L
e LDS only: die crack connects STA(TES)

(photo)
This is the third use of this obverse die and first use of this reverse die.
Date grid: M2.5,.030” [ 140 reeds | Typical diameter = 1.202” | Rarity - 2
Drapery die state: Partial | Foot support: Weak | Dentils: Obverse - Full; Reverse - Full
Grade of coin depicted: EDS: XF45 EDS coin from the Bill Bugert Collection

LDS: AU50 LDS coin from the Randy Wiley Collection

Cross reference: WB-101 and Gobrecht Journal #94 and #97. | Version 1.325
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Obverse 1

Reverse C
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1861-O
W-04, LA Issue

Reverse C

~ Obverse 2

T : i e Large O mintmark very high and left (photo)
o Date slants up sllghtly (photo) LDS d|e e The small lump on the lower side of the
crack along the base of the dlglts in the date. middle arrowhead seen on the previous use
-y of this die (W-03) is visible only on VEDS
examples of thls d|e marrlage_

e EDS only: small tine from the top left above
the serif of the 1 (photo). Most examples of
this die marriage do not have this tine.

e All die states: die crack connects STA(TES)
(photo). Other die cracks along the top of
portions of most the letters in the legend.

e LDS: outer edges of the letters of the
denomination and legend are weak (see
photo next page). The top serif of the
(AMERI)C(A) is missing in VLDS.
Lapped eagle’s wing feathers adjacent to the
upper left of the shield

e Clash in shield’s lower right

e LDS: outstretchlng die cracks from the date
the left from the top of the first 1 into the
rock support and the right from the top of the
second 1 into the rock support, Liberty’s
foot, and into the right field (photos)

This is the first use of this obverse die and second use of this reverse die.
A least one so-called proof was struck from these dies.

Date grid: M1.5,.028” | 140 reeds | Typical diameter = 1.202” | Rarity - 2

Drapery die state: Partial | Foot support: Weak | Dentils: Obverse - Weak; Reverse - Weak

Grade of coin depicted: EDS: VF35

LDS: AU50 Coins from the Bill Bugert Collection

Cross reference: WB-101 and Gobrecht Journal #94 and #97. | Version 1.325

A Register of Liberty Seated Half Dollar Varieties, Volume 1V, New Orleans Branch Mint, 1853-O WA to 1861-O




152 o g
A Ava s &8N m B

Reverse C (enhanced die cracks in photo at right)
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1861-O
W-05, LA Issue

Obvese 2

e Date slants up sllghtly (photo) Note
extremely weak dentils below date.

e Outstretching die cracks from the date; the
left now from the top of the upper loop of the
8 into the rock support and the right from the
top of the second 1 into the rock support,
Liberty’s foot, and into the right field
(photos). These die crack are now very weak
from erosion of die.

Reverse D
S NI -f 3 ‘le

e Large O mintmark‘é;t?émely high and
centered in crotch (photo)

e Two small diagonal lines in the upper right
recessed area of the vertical shield lines
(photo)

e Very high grade coins only (AU55+): small
lump on the eagle’s left leg below the
diagnostic hub lump

e Weak diagonal (NW to SE) lines inside the
(UNITE)D and (A)M(ERICA)

This is the second use of this obverse die and first use of this reverse die.

Date grid: M1.5,.030” | 140 reeds

| Typical diameter = 1.201” |

Rarity - 4

Drapery die state: Weak | Foot support: None

Dentils: Obverse — Very weak; Reverse - Full

Grade of coin depicted: XF45

Coin from the Bill Bugert Collection

Cross reference: WB-101 and Gobrecht Journal #94 and #97. |

Version 1.325
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1861-O
W-06, LA Issue

Small lumpto the upper right ef leerty S
Ieft shoulder clasp (photo) -

VEDS only: horintal di lines in the rock
support below Liberty’s foot (photo)

Reverse D

Large O mlntmark extremely hlgh and
centered in crotch A(‘photo) -

‘ LDS onIy dlagonal die line from thedentlls
above and to the letter (AME)R(ICA)
(photo)

High grade coins '(AU55+) only: die defect
on the upright of the letter (AME)R(ICA)
(photos above)

This is the first use of this obverse die and second

use of this reverse die.

Date grid: M2,.028” [ 140 reeds

[ Typical diameter = 1.202" |

Rarity - 3

Drapery die state: Full | Foot support: Full

Dentils: Obverse - Full; Reverse - Full

Grade of coin depicted: EDS: XF40
LDS: MS63

EDS coins from the Bill Bugert Collection
LDS coin from the Randy Wiley Collection

Cross reference: WB-101 and Gobrecht Journal #94 and #97. |

Version 1.325

A Register of Liberty Seated Half Dollar Varieties, Volume 1V, New Orleans Branch Mint, 1853-O WA to 1861-O




Reverse D

Bill Bugert

475




476

1861-O
W-07, LA Issue

. EDS onIy smaII tlne from the upper Ieftsenf
of the 1 (photo)
& ;x 1‘. " “.‘ ey 3

e LDS nIy: die crack along the rock support
to the right of the second 1 (photo)

Reverse D

e Large O mintmar extremely high and
centered in crotch (photo)

o EDS MDS onIy dlagonal d|e I|ne from the
dentils above and to the letter (AME)R(ICA)
(photo). This die line fades with die state.

| j = 3 ; e |

o DS on: dcack alon tp of letters o
RICA to the tip of the first arrowhead
(photo)

This is the first use of this obverse die and third use of this reverse die.

Date grid: M1.5,.026” | 140 reeds

| Typical diameter = 1.202” |

Rarity - 2

Drapery die state: Full to partial

Foot support: Full to weak

Dentils: Obverse - Full to weak
Reverse - Full

Grade of coin depicted: EDS: AU58
LDS: AU50

Coins from the Randy Wiley Collection

Cross reference: WB-101 and Gobrecht Journal #94 and #97. |
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VAV

(enhanced die cracks in photo at right)

Reverse D (enhanced die cracks in photo at rigt)
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-~ S L e e o e i ST e ; '
o Date slants up steeply (photo). LDS: weak
‘ lgigits in the date and very weak dentils

&

e LDS: weak i crack from the ck t star 1
(photo above left)
o All die states: die crack along the rock

support to the right of the second 1 (photo
above right)

e |
e Large O mintmark high and ¢
goth (photo)

.

(photo) and along the top of letters
(STA)TES OF (photo below)

¢ F -

Ly B4~ % S ‘!' ».‘.J»‘_ ’ % -~ f

e All die states: very heavy clash in shield’s
lower right (photo)

This is the second use of this obverse die and second use of this reverse die.

Date grid: M1.5,.028” | 140 reeds

| Typical diameter = 1.200” | Rarity - 2

Drapery die state: Partial to
none

Foot support: Very weak

Dentils: Obverse - Weak to very weak
Reverse — Full to weak

Grade of coin depicted: AU50

| Coin from the Randy Wiley Collection

Cross reference: WB-101 and Gobrecht Journal #94 and #97. | Version 1.325
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1861-O
W-09, CSA Issue

\

e LDS: die crack connects stars 9-13 (photo).
This die cracks starts from star 11 towards
stars 10.

e LargeO mitmrk g and centered in
crotch (photo)
™ ¥ 7 &

&% ’h o . -~ i

e All die states: die cracks thru (AME)RIC
(photo), along the top of letters (STA)TES
OF (photo below), and along the base of
letters HALF DOL into field below the
arrowheads. This die cracked in the first use
of this die so all examples of this die
marriage will have these die cracks.

e LDS: weak feathers similar to W-01 (photo)
e Heavy clash in shield’s lower right and
weak/eroded dentils

This is the second use of this obverse die and third

use of this reverse die.

Date grid: M2,.028” | 140 reeds T

ical diameter = 1.200” | Rarity - 2

Drapery die state: Full | Foot support: Full

Dentils: Obverse - Full to weak; Reverse - Full

Grade of coin depicted: EDS: PCGS AU58
LDS: MS60

EDS coin from the Bill Bugert Collection

LDS coin from the Randy Wiley Collection

Cross reference: WB-101 and Gobrecht Journal #94 and #97. |
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Reverse B (enhanced die cracks in photo at rigt)
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1861-O
W-10, CSA Issue

hﬁ“ 2 i Y s AGTTT
o Date level (photo). Note weak dentils below
date.

.g"‘. g

e Small lump to the up- er right of Liberty’s
left shoulder clasp (photo)

N\

e All die states: die crack connects stars 9-13
(photo)

Large O mintmrk eXt‘rzmer h’igh and left
(photo)

No die diagnostics found on this die other

than the halo around the eagle (see below)
N fy L A

P A

, R\ Vi i _, ‘

Bold halo around the eagle (see notes in the

introductory portion of this date) (photo)

This is the third use of this obverse die and first use of this reverse die.

Date grid: M1.5,.030” | 140 reeds | Typical diameter = 1.200” | Rarity - 4

Drapery die state: Partial | Foot support: None

Dentils: Obverse - Weak; Reverse - Full

Grade of coin depicted: XF45

Coin from the Randy Wiley Collection

Cross reference: WB-101 and Gobrecht Journal #94 and #97. | Version 1.325
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1861-O
W-11, CSA Die Crack

Obverse 5
B .

aF _s " C i . s LA
EDS only: tine in the field off the upper left

of the serif of the first 1 (photo above left)
M/LDS: strong die crack at the bridge of
Liberty’s nose (photo above right). This die
crack runs from the dentil to the right of star
7 to the bridge of Liberty’s nose out her chin
to Liberty’s shoulder.

EDS: no die crack at bridge of Liberty’s nose
LDS only: die crack from rock support above
(18)61 thru Liberty’s foot into right field

Reverse E

Large O mintmark extremely high and left
(photo)

No die diagnostics found on this die

Bold halo around the eagle (see notes in the
introductory portion of this date). This halo
fades with die state but is still mostly visible
on LDS coms

LDS only Weak dle crack along the base of
the letters HALF D(OL) in the
denomination (photo). Another weaker die
crack connects (UNITE)D S(TATES).

This is the first use of this obverse die and second use of this reverse die.
In a later use of this obverse die, it is paired with the genuine Confederate reverse die (W-12).
This die marriage is scarce, not rare but its’ demand as a very popular variety merits a premium

price.
Date grid: M1.5,.028” | 140 reeds | Typical diameter = 1.202” | Rarity - 3
Drapery die state: Full to partial Foot support: Full to weak Dentils: gg\‘:g::g: ES”

Grade of coin depicted: VF35, AU50, and MS64

Coins from the Bill Bugert and Randy Wiley
Collections

Cross reference: WB-102 and Gobrecht Journal #94 and #97. |
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1861-O
W-12, CSA Half Dollar m

Obverse 5
e Date slants up steeply
e Strong die crack at the bridge of Liberty’s
nose. This die crack runs from the dentil to
the right of star 7 to the bridge of Liberty’s
nose out her chin to Liberty’s shoulder.

Reverse CSA

e No mintmark
e Unique die with the shield of the

Confederacy in the center with seven stars
and seven vertical stripes representing the
seven original succeeding states, topped
with a pole and cap, surrounded by a wreath
of cotton and sugar cane branches, the
legend CONFEDERATE STATES OF
AMERICA and denomination HALF DOL.

This is the second use of this obverse die and only legitimate use of this reverse die.
This die marriage is the genuine Confederate half dollar for which there are four known. The
imaged coin is the CSA President Jefferson Davis’ personal coin.

Images courtesy of Stack’s, NY, NY.

Date grid: M1.5,.030” Unknown reeds

Typical diameter = Unknown | Rarity - NC-1

Drapery die state: Full Foot support: Partial

Dentils: Obverse - Full; Reverse - Full

Grade of coin depicted: VF35

This genuine CSA half dollar was displayed at
the 1995 Spring ANA Convention in Atlanta,
GA. See additional information in this section.

Cross reference: WB-not listed and Gobrecht Journal #94 and #97. |

Version 1.325
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1861-O
W-13, CSA Issue, Die Crack Bisected Date

Obve rse 6 .. Reverse E

e Large O mlntmark extremely hlgh and left
(photo)

e The halo seen around the eagle (see notes in
the introductory portion of this date) on the
previous uses of this die (W-10 and W-11)

_ |s now only V|5|ble ina few areas.

o All die states: vertical dle crack bisecting the
date (photos above). All examples seen have
this die crack even though it may be very
weak on EDS coins.

o All dle states: d|e crack along the base of the
letters HALF DOL. and on LDS coins to the
letters (AMERI)CA (photo). Another die
crack connects (UNITE)D S(TATES).

e VLDS: aradial die crack connects the dentil
below (HAL)F D(OL) to the die crack along

e EDS only: many horizontal die lines along the base of the denomination
the dentils to the right of the date from K-4 to
K-6 (photo)
This is the first use of this obverse die and third use of this reverse die.
Date grid: M1,.026” | 140 reeds | Typical diameter = 1.202” | Rarity - 2
Drapery die state: Full | Foot support: Full | Dentils: Obverse - Full; Reverse - Full
Grade of coin depicted: AU55 and MS63 Coins from the Randy Wiley Collection
Cross reference: WB-103 and Gobrecht Journal #94 and #97. | Version 1.325
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Reverse E (enhanced die cracks in photo at right)

488 A Register of Liberty Seated Half Dollar Varieties, Volume 1V, New Orleans Branch Mint, 1853-O WA to 1861-O



1861-O

W-14 Die Crack Bisected Date/Speared Olive Bud |

Overse 6

q'q?l: <

“Vyrin
: "

g
LN -~
4’.~* T

R . L L L e - [ ]

u".,'“:f ey . e e ™ .
R 7 e Ve 0 e s g

e All die states: vertical die crack bisecting the
date (photos above). Since the die crack
appeared on the previous use of this die (W- | e
13), all examples of this die marriage will
have this die crack. Another die crack along
the base of the di 1 in the date.

e VLDS: die crack from the second 1 thru the
rock support, Liberty’s foot, and into the
right field (photo). Another die crack from
the rock to stars 1-2.

VARt

~ Reverse F

Large O mintmark very high n centered in
crotch (photo)

e P el w50y
——

Speared olive bud; two parallel lines thru the
upper olive bud (photo). This die
characteristic is visible on coins of all
grades.

LDS: very weak die crack from the tip of the
upper arrowhead to the middle of the
(AMERIC)A and another along the base of
letters DOL.

This is the second use of this obverse die and first use of this reverse die.

Date grid: M1,.028” | 140 reeds | Typical diameter = 1.202” | Rarity - 4

Drapery die state: Partial | Foot support: Weak

| Dentils: Obverse - Weak; Reverse - Full

Grade of coin depicted: PCGS XF Details | Coin from the Bill Bugert Collection

Cross reference: WB-103 obverse / WB-104 reverse
and Gobrecht Journal # 94 and 97.

Version 1.325
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1861-O
W-15, CSA Issue, Speared Olive Bud

pob R SIS SN e b e
e MDS only: horizontal die line from the dentil
off the tip of Liberty’s big toe (photo)

crotch (photo)

Reverse F

—w_/

£ N vyg -

Large O mintmark very high and centered in

Spe"aredholivé ud; two parallel lines thru the

upper olive bud (photo). This die
characteristic is visible on coins of all
grades.

All die states: very weak die crack from the
tip of the upper arrowhead to the middle of
the (AMERIC)A and another along the base
of letters DOL.

LDS: die crack from (DO)L thru the
arrowheads to (AMERIC)A

This is the fourth use of this obverse die and second use of this reverse die.

Date grid: M2,.032” | 140 weak reeds | Typical diameter = 1.198” | Rarity - 2

Drapery die state: Partial to Foot support: Weak

Dentils: Obverse - Weak; Reverse - Full

none
Grade of coin depicted: AU55 and MS62 | Coins from the Randy Wiley Collection
Cross reference: WB-104 and Gobrecht Journal #94 and #97. | Version 1.325
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Reverse F (enhanced die cracks in photo at right)
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Confederate Die Usage

Over an eighteen year period, there were three uses for the Confederate reverse die. In order, it was
used by the Confederacy as a reverse for the genuine Confederate half dollars, as a reverse for the
Scott-Proskey Token, and finally as the reverse for the Confederate Restrike. Details of each of
these are forthcoming but here is a summary of the three uses.

Use CEMULTE COmEa Scott-Proskey Token | Confederate Restrike
Half Dollar
When struck April 1861 1879 1879
Number struck 4 500 500
Planchet Blank silver / copper White metal Genuine 1861-0
half dollar
: J.W. Scott / J.W. Scott /
Minter CSA David Proskey David Proskey

Genuine Confederate Half Dollars. There are only four genuine CSA half dollars known. The
existence of these was not publically known until a March 11, 1879 Philadelphia Record account,
fourteen years after the end of the Civil War. The history of these famous half dollars is widely
known and extensively covered elsewhere but summarized here:

On January 31, 1861, the State of Louisiana seized the U.S. Branch Mint in New Orleans,
LA and operated it until the last of February 1861 when it was turned over to the Confederacy. The
Mint staff swore allegiance to the Confederacy and continued to operate it.

In April 1861, C.G. Memminger, the Secretary of the Confederate Treasury, requested
designs for Confederate half dollar coins. Among those designs sent to him and finally approved
was an obverse design the same as the regular issue and a reverse design having a shield with seven
stars, representing the seven original Sates that succeeded from the Union. Above the shield was a
pole with Liberty cap, and surrounded with a wreath of sugar cane and cotton in the bloom. The
reverse legend read CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA and the denomination HALF DOL.
below the shield.

In relating the story of the CSA coins in 1879, Dr. B.F. Taylor, the Chief Coiner of the
Confederate States of America, used the plural in describing the number of CSA dies. The dies
were engraved by A.H.M. Patterson and prepared by Conrad Schmidt, the foreman of the coining
room, both at New Orleans. Take note that the Confederate obverse die was one of the dies
originally shipped to New Orleans from the Mint at Philadelphia and required no fabrication. Four
Confederate half dollars were struck (all with a die crack on the obverse from the dentil near star 7
across the bridge of Liberty’s nose under her chin) on a hand press (because the die would not fit
the regular coining press) and distributed as follows:

1. Confederate government

2. Professor Biddle (Riddell), University of Louisiana
3. Dr. E. Ames, New Orleans

4. Dr. B.F. Taylor, Chief Coiner, CSA.

Supposedly, no additional half dollars were struck for circulation. The Confederate-
operated New Orleans Branch Mint closed on April 30, 1861 when the Secretary of the Treasury
suspended operations as all resources were compelled to support the war.
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The following information contains the pedigree chains for these four half dollars.

Coin #1

Coin #4

. Confederate government coin (VF35, weight 189 grains).

C.G. Memminger, CSA Secretary of Treasury

Jefferson Davis, CSA President

Union soldiers who captured Jefferson Davis and looted his possessions
Unknown private collections

F. Mark Bream, Cashtown, PA

Mark Bream, Cashtown, PA

Mark Bream’s sister in Ohio (for safekeeping)

Theodore L. Schnur (coin shop owner in NYC)

Paul Franklin, circa 19617

John J. Ford

Offered at the 1995 Spring ANA Convention in Atlanta — did not sell
Stack’s John J. Ford Collection Sale 10/14/2003:325 at $632,500
Jon Hansen

. Biddle (Riddell) coin (XF+, weight 190 grains)

Professor Biddle (John Leonard Riddell), University of Louisiana
Biddle (Riddell) Family

Private New Orleans collector, circa 1960’s

James Cohen

Lester Merkin

Private collector

. Ames coin (XF, weight 190.5 grains)

Dr. Edward Y. Ames, New Orleans
Dr. E. Ames’ son

Ames family

Private collection in Roundout, NY, circa 1910
Thomas L. Elder, circa 1912

H.O. Granberg

William H. Woodin

Waldo Newcomer

Col. E.H.R. Green

Burdette G. Johnson

Eric P. Newman, circa 1940.

. Taylor coin (Choice Proof, weight 192.25 grains)

Dr. Benjamin F. Taylor, MD, Chief Coiner, CSA

E.B. Mason, Jr. (Ebenezer Locke Mason, Jr.?), Philadelphia, PA, circa 1879
John Walter Scott, NYC. This coin was supposedly offered numerous times thru
Thomas L. Elder (sale 3/11/1910: 552), David Proskey, Edgar H. Adams, in a
flyer by Scott (for $1,000), and possibly others but always bought back by Scott.
Acting as Scott’s agent, David Proskey finally sold it to Saltus.

J. Sanford Saltus, NYC (circa 1918), $3,000

American Numismatic Society, NYC (presented July 30, 1918)
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The Scott-Proskey Token. John W. Scott, a New York City coin dealer who acquired the genuine
Confederate reverse die along with a genuine Confederate half dollar from Dr. B.F. Taylor in 1879,
decided to profit from this purchase. Along with his associate David Proskey, another NYC
numismatist-dealer, they planned to overstrike genuine 1861-O half dollars with the Confederate
reverse die, thereby creating a novelty which would be sold to the public at a premium. After
striking one or more on intact (i.e., non-smoothed reverses) 1861-O half dollar, Scott feared the die
would break so he affixed a metal retaining ring and 500 soft white metal impressions were struck
so as to offer something to subscribers in case the die was rendered unusable. The Scott-Proskey
side of this token bore the legend 4 ORIGINALS STRUCK BY ORDER OF C. S.A. IN NEW
ORLEANS 1861 ******* RE\/, SAME AS U.S. (FROM ORIGINAL DIE: SCOTT). Scott sold
these for 50¢ each. The Dick Osburn Collection Scott-Proskey Token is depicted below.

These tokens are highly collectible and demand a significant premium when they appear on the
numismatic market. All tokens | have seen are of Mint State grade and have a cracked obverse.

Note: This token is commonly called the “Scott Token.” I believe it is more appropriately called

the “Scott-Proskey Token” because David Proskey was a prominent NYC dealer who played a
major role in minting these tokens. He deserves proper credit for his efforts.
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The Confederate Restrikes. After striking the Scott-Proskey Tokens, they struck the Confederate
Restrikes (although technically they are not “restrikes” because they were not struck by the
Confederacy). According to Proskey (in a 1923 letter to ML Beistle relating the history of these
restrikes), Scott purchased 500 United States half dollars of New Orleans mintage, had the reverses
drilled off. The half dollars were placed face down on a blank of soft brass and then the reverse was
impressed with a screw press. This helped keep the obverse from completely flattening. Proskey
supervised the process so the workers could not retain souvenirs. Restrikes were struck in both coin
and medal alignments; the medal alignment is very rare and possibly test strikes.

Scott initially offered these restrikes to the public for $2 with a planned October 15, 1879
distribution date, but, with an ample supply thereafter, gradually raised the price over the next 30

years to $15 each.

Considering their status as struck from the genuine Confederate reverse die, these restrikes
are highly collectible and demand a significant premium when they appear on the numismatic
market. | have seen restrikes grading from VG to Mint State; since the obverse is always flattened,
these are usually graded by the reverse. Determining the genuiness of a restrike or genuine
Confederate half dollar is very straightforward and only requires close scrutiny and the table below.

Identifying Original Confederate Half Dollars

Feature Confederate _ Genuine Confederate
Half Dollar Restrikes Half Dollars
Weight 185 — 188 grains +192 grains
Edge Reeding Crushed, very weak, or flattened Full

Flattened or distorted

Intact designs

Obverse CSA Die Crack not likely (see )
next page) CSA Die Crack
Reverse Rust mark above (AM)ER(ICA) No rust mark

A Register of Liberty Seated Half Dollar Varieties, Volume 1V, New Orleans Branch Mint, 1853-O WA to 1861-O




Proskey stated that the half
dollar reverses were “drilled off.”®
Some accounts claim the half dollar
reverse were “planed off.” I’ve always
wondered how the reverses could be
effectively drilled or planed off and
finally found an restrike with strong
reverse concentric lines confirming the
original half dollar reverses were
“lathed/milled off. “ See image at
right of a restrike from a February
2013 Heritage Auction (image
courtesy of www.HA.com).

At least three Confederate
Restrikes are known with underlying
remnants of the federal design. These
may have been test strikes on non-
turned down or partially turned down
reverse half dollars that proved
unsatisfactory since the unwanted
design elements show faintly. The three are as follows:
1. Bowers and Ruddy New York Library Sale, 10/1982:2891, 188.2 grains
(possibly only partially turned down).

2. Bowers and Ruddy New York Library Sale, 10/1982:2893, 186.5 grains
(possibly only partially turned down).

3. Bowers and Merena 8/1991:759, lot withdrawn, 189.05 grains
(possibly only partially turned down).

Confederate Restrikes with the CSA Die Crack. Over the years, | have tried to attribute the
obverse die of the Confederate Restrike examples. Most features are flattened to a point that die
identification is difficult. But with 500 1861-O half dollar used for the Confederate restrikes, there
was a chance that a few would have the obverse CSA die crack, the same as that used with the
genuine Confederate half dollar. This is about as close as you can come to having a genuine
Confederate half dollar without having one of the original four. 1, and others, have identified five of
them and there are likely others.
1. Bowers and Ruddy, New York Library Sale, 10/1982:2891 (see above).
2. Bowers and Merena, Rare Coins from the Abe Kosoff Estate, 11/5/1985:4243.
(ID key: finger print remnant by the obverse rock; small nick between stars 3-4)
3. Dick Osburn Rare Coins to Jim Bevill*
(ID key: small obverse dig between the top of Liberty’s head and star 8).
4. Stack’s-Bowers Sale of the Dick Osburn Collection, 8/18/2011:7078
(ID key: dig in the obverse left field between stars 5 and Liberty’s arm)
. Bill Jones, photo and description on the PCGS message boards, 1/28/2013
(ID key: small obverse rim dig at K-7)

ol

® Proskey, David. Private letter to ML Beistle. NY, NY, September 25, 1923.
4 Bevill, Jim. “The Confederate Half Dollar Revisited.” The Numismatist September 2005: 40-43.
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With the restrikes having the obverse flattened,
the CSA die crack will also be flattened and
nearly obliterated in some cases. The few
examples | have seen above have only remnants
of the CSA die crack visible as a small tine on
the bridge of Liberty’s nose and a weak die
crack from the dentils near star 7. See image at
right of Dick Osburn’s example.

Confederate Half Dollar Tokens and Fantasy medals. Over the years, with the popularity of the
history of the American Civil War and the Confederate half dollar, many fabrications were created
to ease public demand for a low cost reminder of the Southern cause. Some reverse dies are poorly
made imitations while others were likely spark erosion copies of a Confederate restrike (with the
rust mark above (AM)ER(ICA). The number of examples and variations of these copies is endless
and, from my experience, growing. They can be found at many coin shows, antique shops, souvenir
shops, and Civil War memorabilia establishments. | have many in my private collection some of
which are paired with the Confederate Seal and others with the bust of Robert E. Lee; they can be
often found for under $10. In my opinion, the Patrick Mint made the most convincing copy of the
Confederate die in a three medal set of 1,000 in 2002; fortunately, the obverse is a non-coin design.
These medals were of silver, goldine/zinc, and copper/zinc with a common obverse. An example of
the goldine/zinc medal is shown below.
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The 2012 Half Dollar Summit

In March 2012 for the third Half Dollar Summit, Liberty Seated enthusiasts and Liberty Seated
Collectors Club members (left to right in photo above) Randy Wiley, John Murison, Bill Bugert,
and Dick Osburn gathered at the Bugert home in Gettysburg, PA for four days of friendship, coin
camaraderie, marathon coin research, and lots of food and drink. Brian Cushing of Dick Osburn
Rare Coins made a brief appearance from Northern Virginia and the nameless “prominent
numismatist” made a surprise arrival with his security detail for a show and tell of his major rarities
(shown on the table in the foreground in the photo above). The primary purpose of this summit was
to gather large collections of later date New Orleans half dollars for study in preparation of my
work on this Register.

Over 800 half dollars were studied as well as a large number of coins from other series.

Everyone had a great time.
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Appendix A: Resources

This appendix is not all inclusive of references used for this Register. Rather, it is meant to provide
the Liberty Seated Half Dollar collector with a list of useful references to be used while collecting
this series.

Beistle, Martin Luther. A Register of Half Dollar Die Varieties and Sub-Varieties. Shippensburg, PA: The
Beistle Company, 1929.

Breen, Walter. Walter Breen’s Complete Encyclopedia of US and Colonial Coins. F.C.I Press, Inc. and
Doubleday, 1988.

Breen Walter. Walter Breen’s Encyclopedia of United States and Colonial Proof Coins. New York: F.C.I.
Press, Inc., 1977.

Bugert, Bill. A Register of Liberty Seated Half Dollar Varieties, Volume I, San Francisco Branch Mint.
Gettysburg, PA: Self-published, 2009.

Bugert, Bill. A Register of Liberty Seated Half Dollar Varieties, Volume Il, Carson City Branch Mint.
Gettysburg, PA: Self-published, 2010.

Bugert, Bill. A Reqister of Liberty Seated Half Dollar Varieties, Volume 111, New Orleans Branch Mint
1840-0 to 1853-O NA. Gettysburg, PA: Self-published, 2011.

Bugert, Bill. A Reqister of Liberty Seated Half Dollar Varieties, Volume 1V, New Orleans Branch Mint
1853-O WA to 1861-0. Gettysburg, PA: Self-published, 2013.

Carothers, Neil. Fractional Money. New York: John Wiley & Sons, 1930.

Cooper, Dennis R. The Art and Craft of Coinmaking - A History of Minting Technology. London: Spink &
Son, 1988.

The Gobrecht Journal Collective Volume |, First Edition, LSCC, 1980.

The Gobrecht Journal Collective Volume I, First Edition, LSCC, 1985.

The Gobrecht Journal Collective VVolume Ill, First Edition, LSCC, 1990.

The Gobrecht Journal Collective Volume 1V, First Edition, LSCC, 1996.

The Gobrecht Journal Collective Volume V, First Edition, LSCC, 2009.

The Gobrecht Journal individual unbound issues from 2000 to the present.
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Appendix B: List of Contributors

Randy Wiley
Dick Osburn
Mike Lloyd
John Murison
Pete LaConte
Rich Uhrich
Jane Waldron
Paul Kluth
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Appendix C: Checklist of Late Date
NO Branch Mint Die Marriages

y Date ~ WB-# Rarity
0o 1853-0 WB-1 3
0o 1853-0 WB-2 4
0o 1853-0  WB-3 3
0o 1853-0 WB-4 3
0o 1853-0  WB-5 3
0o 1853-0 WB-6 3
0o 1853-0 WB-7 3
0o 1853-0 WB-8 3
0o 1853-0  WB-9 3
0o 1853-0  WB-10 3
o 1853-0 WB-11 3
o 1853-0  WB-12 3
o 1853-O0 WB-13 3
0o 1853-0 WB-14 3

o 1853-0  WB-15 4

o 1853-O0 WB-16 3

o 1853-0  WB-17 6

o 1853-O0 WB-18 3

o 1853-0  WB-19 6

o 1853-0  WB-20 3

o 1853-0 WB-21 3
Qo 1854-0 WB-1 2
0o 1854-0 WB-2 3
Qo 1854-0 WB-3 1
0o 1854-0 WB-4 3
Qo 1854-0  WB-5 3
0o 1854-0 WB-6 4
Qo 1854-0  WB-7 4
0o 1854-0 WB-8 4
Qo 1854-0 WB-9 3
0o 1854-0  WB-10 4
Qo 1854-0  WB-11 3
0o 1854-0  WB-12 3
o 1854-0  WB-13 4
o 1854-0  WB-14 3
o 1854-0  WB-15 3
o 1854-0  WB-16 5
Qo 1854-0  WB-17 5
o 1854-0  WB-18 4
o 1854-0  WB-19 3
o 1854-0  WB-20 5

Bill Bugert

Arrows and Rays
Arrows and Rays
Arrows and Rays
Arrows and Rays

Variety

Arrows and Rays, AMERICAI
Arrows and Rays, AMERICAI
Arrows and Rays, AMERICAI
Arrows and Rays, AMERICAI

Arrows and Rays
Arrows and Rays
Arrows and Rays
Arrows and Rays
Arrows and Rays
Arrows and Rays
Arrows and Rays
Arrows and Rays
Arrows and Rays

Arrows and Rays, Doubled Die Reverse

Arrows and Rays
Arrows and Rays
Arrows and Rays

Arrows
Arrows
Arrows
Arrows
Arrows
Arrows
Arrows
Arrows
Arrows, Bigfoot N
Arrows, Bigfoot N
Arrows
Arrows
Arrows
Arrows
Arrows
Arrows
Arrows
Arrows
Arrows
Arrows
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y Date  WB-# Rarity Variety

o 1854-O WB-21 Arrows
Uo  1854-O WB-22 Arrows
Oo  1854-O WB-23 Arrows
o 1854-O WB-24 Arrows
Oo 1854-0 WB-25 Arrows, Crumbled Reverse Die
Uo  1854-O WB-26 Arrows
Oo  1854-O WB-27 Arrows
Uo  1854-O WB-28 Arrows
Oo  1854-O WB-29 Arrows
Uo  1854-O WB-30 Arrows
Oo  1854-O WB-31 Arrows
Uo  1854-O WB-32 Arrows
Oo  1854-O WB-33 Arrows
Uo  1854-0O WB-34 Arrows
Oo 1854-0 WB-35 Arrows, Filled 54
Uo  1854-O WB-36 Arrows

o 1854-O0 WB-37
Jo  1854-0 WB-38

Arrows, Filled 54
Arrows, Filled 54

WWPrhWWWWWPRWWWWWWWWEARAEAEANDDPWWPRWWWDRWWLWWOAOERERDNDNO WW

Oo  1854-O WB-39 Arrows
Uo  1854-O WB-40 Arrows
Oo  1854-O WB-41 Arrows
Uo  1854-O WB-42 Arrows

o 1854-O WB-43 Arrows
Uo  1854-O WB-44 Arrows
Oo  1854-O WB-45 Arrows
o  1854-O WB-46 Arrows
Oo  1854-O WB-47 Arrows
o  1854-O WB-48 Arrows
Oo  1854-O WB-49 Arrows
o  1854-O WB-50 Arrows
Oo  1854-O WB-51 Arrows
o  1854-O WB-52 Arrows
Oo  1854-O WB-53 Arrows
o  1854-O WB-54 Arrows
Oo  1854-O WB-55 Arrows
o  1854-O WB-56 Arrows
Oo  1854-O WB-57 Arrows
o  1854-O WB-58 Arrows

(o 1855-0 WB-1 3 Arrows, O over Horizontal O
Oo  1855-0 WB-2 4 Arrows, O over Horizontal O
(o 1855-0 WB-3 4 Arrows
Oo  1855-0 WB-4 4 Arrows
(o 1855-0 WB-5 3 Arrows
Oo  1855-0 WB-6 3 Arrows
(0o 1855-0 WB-7 3 Arrows
Oo  1855-0 WB-8 3 Arrows
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J

Lo
Lo
Lo
Lo
Lo
Lo
Lo
Lo
Lo
Lo

Lo
Lo
Lo
Lo
Lo
Lo
Lo
Lo
Lo
Lo
Lo
Lo
Lo
Lo
Lo
Lo
Lo
Lo
Lo
0
Lo
Lo
Lo
Lo
Lo
Lo
Lo

Lo
Lo
Lo
Lo
Lo
Lo
Lo
Lo

Date WB-# Rarity
1855-0  WB-10 3
1855-0  WB-11 3
1855-0  WB-12 3
1855-0  WB-13 3
1855-0  WB-14 3
1855-0  WB-15 3
1855-0  WB-16 3
1855-0  WB-17 3
1855-0  WB-18 4
1855-0  WB-19 4
1856-0 WB-1 4
1856-0 WB-2 4
1856-0 WB-3 3
1856-0 WB-4 3
1856-0O WB-5 4
1856-0 WB-6 4
1856-0 WB-7 3
1856-0 WB-8 3
1856-0 WB-9 2
1856-0  WB-10 3
1856-0 WB-11 3
1856-0  WB-12 3
1856-0  WB-13 3
1856-0  WB-14 2
1856-0  WB-15 3
1856-O0  WB-16 3
1856-0 WB-17 3
1856-0  WB-18 4
1856-0  WB-19 3
1857-0 WB-1 3
1857-0 WB-2 3
1857-0 WB-3 3
1857-0 WB-4 3
1857-0 WB-5 4
1857-0 WB-6 3
1857-0 WB-7 3
1858-0 WB-1 2
1858-0 WB-2 3
1858-0 WB-3 2
1858-0 WB-4 3
1858-0 WB-5 4
1858-0 WB-6 3
1858-0 WB-7 3
1858-0 WB-8 3

Bill Bugert

Variety

Arrows
Arrows
Arrows
Arrows
Arrows
Arrows
Arrows
Arrows
Arrows
Arrows

Repunched 1

Repunched 56

Doubled Date

Repunched 6
Repunched 6
Repunched 56
Repunched 56

Doubled Die Obverse

Repunched Date

Date in Rock

Errant 1 in Dentils

Errant 1 in Dentils

Errant 1 in Dentils

Errant 8 in Gown Above 2nd 8
Errant 8 in Gown Above 2nd 8
Quadrupled 2nd 8

Errant 8 from Rock

Errant 8 from Rock
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J

Lo
Lo
Lo
Lo
Lo
Lo
Lo
Lo
Lo
Lo
Lo
Lo
Lo
Lo
Lo
Lo
Lo
Lo
Lo
Lo
Lo
Lo
Lo
Lo
Lo
Lo
Lo
Lo
Lo
Lo

O
Lo
Lo

Lo
Lo

O
Lo
Lo
Lo
Lo
Lo
Lo
Lo
Lo
Lo
Lo

Date WB-# Rarity
1858-0 WB-9 3
1858-0  WB-10 3
1858-0  WB-11 3
1858-O0  WB-12 3
1858-O0  WB-13 3
1858-0 WB-14 3
1858-O0  WB-15 3
1858-O0  WB-16 3
1858-0  WB-17 5
1858-O0  WB-18 3
1858-O0  WB-19 3
1858-0  WB-20 4
1858-0  WB-21 3
1858-0  WB-22 3
1858-O0  WB-23 3
1858-0 WB-24 4
1858-O0  WB-25 3
1858-0  WB-26 3
1858-0  WB-27 3
1858-O0  WB-28 4
1858-O0  WB-29 3
1858-O0  WB-30 3
1858-0  WB-31 3
1858-O0  WB-32 3
1858-O0  WB-33 3
1858-0  WB-34 3
1858-O0  WB-35 3
1858-0  WB-36 4
1858-O0  WB-37 3
1858-O0  WB-38 3
1858-O0  WB-39 3
1858-0  WB-40 3
1858-0  WB-41 3
1859-0 WB-1 2
1859-0 WB-2 3
1859-0 WB-3 3
1859-0 WB-4 3
1859-0 WB-5 3
1859-0 WB-6 3
1859-0 WB-7 3
1859-0 WB-8 4
1859-0 WB-9 3
1859-O WB-10 4
1859-0  WB-11 3
1859-0  WB-12 3
1859-0  WB-13 3

Variety

Errant 8 from Rock

Repunched 1 and Tripled 2nd 8
Repunched 1 and Tripled 2nd 8

Errant Digits from Rock

Errant Digits from Rock

Errant 8s in Rock

Errant 8s in Rock

18 Repunched North, 2nd 8 Repunched South
Repunched 2nd 8

Repunched 2nd 8

Repunched 2nd 8

Errant 18 from Rock
Errant 8 from Rock above 2nd 8

1 Repunched North
1 Repunched North
Errant 1 Far Left of 1
Extra High Date

Base of 1 Inside Shield
Base of 1 Inside Shield

Errant 9 in Dentils
Errant 9 in Dentils
Errant 9 in Dentils

Errant 9 from Rock

Bisected Date
Repunched 1
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Lo
Lo

Lo
Lo
Lo
Lo
Lo
Lo
Lo
Lo
Lo
Lo
Lo
Lo

Lo
Lo
Lo
Lo
Lo
Lo
Lo
Lo
Lo
Lo
Lo
Lo
Lo
Lo

(o

Date WB-# Rarity
1859-0  WB-14 3
1859-O0  WB-15 3
1859-O  WB-16 3
1860-0 WB-1 2
1860-0 WB-2 4
1860-0 WB-3 3
1860-0 WB-4 3
1860-0 WB-5 3
1860-0 WB-6 3
1860-0 WB-7 3
1860-0 WB-8 4
1860-0 WB-9 3
1860-O  WB-10 3
1860-O  WB-11 3
1860-O  WB-12 3
1861-0O WB-1 5
1861-0O WB-2 5
1861-O WB-3 2
1861-0O WB-4 2
1861-O WB-5 4
1861-0O WB-6 3
1861-0 WB-7 2
1861-0O WB-8 2
1861-0 WB-9 2
1861-O  WB-10 4
1861-0O WB-11 3
1861-O0 WB-12 NC-1
1861-O0  WB-13 2
1861-0  WB-14 4
1861-O  WB-15 2

Bill Bugert

Variety

Weird Vertical Stripes
Weird Vertical Stripes

Eagle Laying Egg
Eagle Laying Egg
Repunched Mintmark
Repunched Mintmark

USA Issue

USA lIssue

LA Issue

LA Issue

LA Issue

LA Issue

LA Issue

LA Issue

CSA Issue

CSA Issue

CSA Die Crack

CSA Half Dollar

CSA Issue, Die Crack Bisected Date
CSA Issue, Die Crack Bisected Date/Speared
Olive Bud

CSA Issue, Speared Olive Bud
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